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PREFACE. 



These Readings from Holy Scripture have 
been arranged at the wish of various persons, 
who find the want of some such book to put 
into the hands, whether of their own children 
at home, or of the children of their schools. 
The object has been to keep as closely as may 
be to the simple Sacred History, and to draw 
out from the more prominent portions, such 
practical lessons as may fix upon the mind 
the providential dealings of God, and carry on 
to after years the impression of God's truth 
planted in childhood. 

The work has been submitted to two or 
three Clergymen, who have had experience in 
teaching, and they would fain hope with God's 
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grace, that the little ones who read the history 
of His dealings with His servants in these 
pages, may be prepared hereafter to turn with 
deeper reverence to Holy Scripture itself, and 
to read its words, as a means of receiving 
the Holy Ghost, and of being guided by Him, 
as members of Christ's Body into all truth. 

Whitsuntide, 1858. 
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KEABIKGS FROM HOLY SCMPTUBE. 



tflE citfiAtroN: 



Phx world we Kve in was not always Mke that 
we BOW Me. tbtfe "wete nafi tdWayii towns 
and tilk^^) & houses and gardens, oi* seas 
and liT^rs, or trees sndd fieldis^, or flowerd and 
fruits^-^noi^ were there either mdn and woineii 
with thdir Bttle bo;fB mA gitisf, 6t the many 
animals that are of use to men, like oxen and^ 
sheep, horses and dogs, birds ^soA fishes. 

We know what was mof, bnt we do not know 
what there was. Only we read in the Bible thai 
once the;^ was notiiidg but darkness^ And then 
it pleased Qon to make what we ealt the* worid. 
It was made by Oon,~'Tl»*6e in Otte^ the Fa^ 
TWEUf the Son, and the Holt 6tiK)6T, of Hout 
Spirit, the Blessed TRiNirr, Hot witb hands, 
as we hate <o md^e a^yth^g^ W6 WiUf^btif 

B 
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by saying, " Let it be," — ^and this God could 
do, because He is God, and able to do what- 
ever He pleases. 

First, He made the light; you are not 
fond of being long in the dark, and you like 
nice cheerful houses where there is plenty of 
light. It is a gift from God. He made the 
light. But He let there be some darkness still, 
that people might go quietly to sleep and rest, 
else soon they would be too tired to do any 
work at all. So when daylight comes, and 
we get up, we must thank God for the light, 
that we may work ; and when darkness comes, 
and we go to sleep, we must thank God for 
sending it, that we may rest. But He can see 
us as well when it is dark as when it is light ; 
and we need never be afraid because it is dark, 
though the light is pleasanter. 

Next, God made the sky; that beautiful 
blue sky which we call Heaven. Whenever 
you look up at the sky it should make you 
remember how He is looking down upon us, 
though we cannot see Him ; and when it is all 
covered up with clouds we can remember how 
our Blessed Lord went up into Heaven in a 
cloud, and the Bible tells us that when He will 
come again to Judgment, we shall meet Him 
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in the clouds. Next God made the earth and 
the seas, hills, valleys, and plains ; and brooks, 
rivers, lakes, and/ seas; and then He made 
the grass to grow upon the earth. Besides 
that He made all sorts of trees and plants that 
bear flowers with lovely colours and sweet 
scents ; and fruits to eat. All such things as 
com, and vegetables, and rice and tea, and 
many more which grow out of the ground, are 
called " fruits of the earth,"* as well as what 
you would mean by fruit — such as apples and 
currants and plums. 

Next God made the sun and the moon; 
the sun to give us light by day, and the moon 
by night. How dull and cold everything 
would be if there were no sun ! The trees and 
plants would not live, and we should all be 
very dreary. But if the sun always shone, it 
would burn up the earth ; so at night there is 
no sunshine, but we have often the soft, cool 
moonlight instead. God made the beautiful 
stars tQo. They are very many, so many that 
nobody can count them, any more than we 
can count the sand on the seashore ; but of all 
the stars, surely that one must be best and 
brightest, by whose light God led the wise 
men to Bethlehem, where our Blessed Lord 
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Jesus Chust lay a little Baby b the 
manger. 

Gop made all kinds of animals; the tiny 
insects and fish, great whales, all manner of 
birds great and small, and all sorts of beasts. 
He made every one very " good,'* that is, He 
gave to each such a shape, and such powers, 
and such a nature as would make it happiest 
in itself, and most useful to men. But dl this 
time there were no men to enjoy the sunshine 
and the moonlight, to eat the fruits, or smell 
the flowers, to listen to the birds singings and 
admire the many beautiful animals around. 
It pleased God to make man last of alU because 
be was to be best of all, and the other animals 
were all meant to be of use to him, and so 
Gqd in His goodness made them all ready 
before He created, that is, made, man. 



ADAM AND EVE'S CREATION AND FALL. 

When God was going to make the first man 
who ever lived upon this world of ours. He 
was pleased to say that He would make him 
in His own Image and likeness, in that form 
He would hereafter Himself wear on earth.; 
that He would give to man a living soul. He 



had given rn^ny gifts to all the other animald, 
such as beauty and strength, but none of them 
had that greatest of all gifts, a soul that could 
know its Maker, and have the hope that it 
might live with Him for ever. But now Gon 
made man out of the dust of the earth, and 
breathed His own breath into him, and so man 
received a soul that would never die. 

When this man was made, the Bible tells us 
that OoD rested ; not that He could be tired 
as we are, but that He had finished the work 
He was pleased to do. He had been six days 
making all these things, and it tnts on the 
seventh day that He rested ; and that day He 
called holy— -and also the Sabbath^^which 
means. Day of rest. That day is what we now 
call Saturday ; and when Christ came into the 
world, and rose from the dead on the first day. 
He made that to be the holy day instead c^ the 
Sabbath— that is our Sunday, or Loan's Day. 

This first matt was named by Gon, At)AM, 
a name which means '' the man.'"^ God put 
Adam into a very lovely garden called Eden, 
which was full at every sort of tree and flower, 
and four rivers ran through it, to make it cool 
and green. Here Adam was to live, and work 
in the garden. All the beasts and birds and 



6 READINGS FROM HOLT 8CRIPTVRB. 

fishes were tame and gentle, and came to Adam 
to be named and fondled ; he was not afraid 
of the great lion or tiger, and not even the 
most timid little hare was afraid of him. All 
were happy and peaceAil. But none of them 
could talk to Adam, nor pray with him, nor 
understand him when he talked to them about 
the good Father, Who had made them all, 
and given them that; pleasant home to live in. 
And so, that Adam might be still happier, God 
made a woman, and gave her to Adam to be his 
companion and wife. Her name was Eve, 
which means, " the mother of all living." 

What a happy life these two people lived ! 
There was nothing to disturb them, nor make 
them uneasy ; they were never ill nor in want 
of anything but what they had ; they had 
plenty of pleasant work in the garden and 
among the animals, and God Himself took care . 
of them, and sometimes talked with them. 
He loved them very dearly, as His own chil- 
dren, and let them have everything they wanted* 
They bad free leave to gather all the flowers 
and fruit in the garden, as much as ever they 
would, all but the fruit of one tree. This tree 
God forbid them to touch, that He might see 
by their obedience whether they really loved 
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Him. He told them that they might eat all 
the other fruits, but that if they ate this one, 
they would die. Perhaps at first Adam and 
Eve thought they should never even care to eat 
it ; they had plenty besides, and why should 
they wish for it ? 

But the bad Spirit, whom we call the Devil, 
who once was a good angel, till he disobeyed 
God and was driven out of His Presence, was 
sorry to see Adam and Eve so happy, and 
wished to make them wicked and unhappy like 
himself. When people have done wrong, they 
very often try to tempt others to do wrong too ; 
and so the Devil thought he would try and 
make Adam and Eve disobedient, as he was. 
God allowed him to do so, to prove them. He 
always helps people to do right, when they ask 
Him to help them, but He allows the Devil to 
tempt people that they may feel the need of His 
help. 

So the Devil came into the garden of Eden 
looking like a serpent; and he went to Eve 
and asked her if God had said they might not 
eat any of the fruits there ? Then Eve told 
the Devil that she and Adam might eat every- 
thing that was in the garden, except the fruit 
of one tree that stood in the middle of it, and 
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ihsi if th^ imiph^d t\m tree, Gop had md 
Hmy should di«. 

Now the J>evil 1mm quit© well thAt while 
Adam mi Eye obeyed Gop ih^y vould Mvi^r 
d»?, wid that if th^jr disob^y^ JIw th^ woojd 
die ; but he pretended to think whi!t mm n^fisant 
w»» thftt th^y rtiould die directly. So be Md 
Bye jkhftt they wP^ld mt really ^e of ei^iog 
tbfit froit, b^t th?it on Jhe @Q^trary tb?y would 
bs a gff^ d^ wis^r md better off if they iook 
^umge md i^f^tsed tbem^ely^ by eftth^ 1^ 
fruit wbi^ WW forbidd^ to them. 

If Ey^ b9d wfti|»d to think about it, bH^ 
9^reJy wQ^ld h^ye ^^m that Gqp, Who w^» 90 
good to h@r md Ad$m, wd had giyen them io 
much to Diak^ jth^m happy, muBt know b^ter 
thm thp Pevil ; and if she had asked Gqp, that 
19 Fsyed to Hiw, He would have bi^lppd her 
tp staad ag9ip»t thiQ t?mptatiQO. Bat ipatmd 

of doing this, she looked at the fruity tmd 

tbp^gbt bow pwtty it wafl, and bow nioe it 
must taste, and listened to what the Pevil iaid 

f^bout tbs m being such a v^ry littte o«e, till 

sb? could lipt resist ju9t tftlpti^g it, So Eve topk 
i^me of the fruit, and then she polled her km- 
bapd, apd asked him to eat it also. lQ9tead of 
trying tp i^top Eve from doiog wroog, Adam 
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joined her; 8o they both ate the forbidden 
fruit. 

Their pleasure in it did not last long. Di- 
rectly that they tasted it^ Goo's word was ful- 
filled, and they became subject to death, though 
they did not die directly. But they were no 
longer the same happy innocent man and wo- 
man they had been ; they were indeed " wiser," 
as the Devil had said they should be, but their 
new wisdom was that tfa^y now knew all they 
had lost. Now they saw how much pain and 
shame and sorrow they must bear, because of 
their disobedience; they saw what a good. 
Loving Fathbr they had displeased, and all for 
the sake of eating that fruit ! 

Tai now they never had need to think about 
anything for themselves ; Gqd had provided 
for them, just as parents feed and clothe their 
little children : but now all was changed. 
They had chosen to please themselves, and not 
to trust in God only. So they began to make 
clothes for themselves of the leaves ; and while 
they were doing so, they heard the Voice of 
God iq the garden, and being afraid, they tried 
to hide themselves from Him among the thick 
trees. ' As if anyone could hide from God's 
sight I Till then it must have been their great 
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joy to hear His Voice^ and to talk with Him, 
as His dear children. It was in vain to try and 
hide however; God called Adam, and said, 
** Where art thou ?" Then Adam, not daring 
to confess his sin, said that he was afraid, and 
that was why he hid himself. And God asked 
him whether he had eaten of the forbidden 
fruit? 

Adam was still very much afraid, and he 
tried to put part of the blame on Eve, who had 
given him the fruit. Then God asked her, 
'* What is this that thou hast done ?" and she 
in her turn, tried to put the blame off herself, 
and said that the Serpent had deceived her, and 
so she had eaten the fruit. 

Then God gave sentence upon all three. 
He told the serpent that he should be'cursed 
above all living animals, that he should crawl 
upon the earth in the dust, hated by every one ; 
and always treated by men as an enemy. Next 
He told Eve that she would now have to bear 
a great deal of pain and sorrow, botH in body 
and mind. To Adam God said that he should 
have in future a life of toil and hardship. In- 
stead of the beautiful garden of Eden which 
was full of fruits and flowers only waiting to be 
gathered, Adam must now live without, where 
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there were only thorns and thistles ; and he 
would have to toil hard and wearily for his 
food. And when the days of toil were ended^ 
then Adam and Eve, and all the men and wo- 
men who should come after them, would have 
to die — to lie down and die, and be laid in the 
grave. They had been made out of the dust 
of the earth, and now because of their sin, they 
should die, and once more become dust. Thus 
God spoke His sentence upon these His guilty 
creatures. 

No wonder that Adam was very sore afraid. 
He, who had been made, not in the Ukeness of 
the angels, but in God's own Likeness, knew 
how those angels who had sinned, were pun- 
ished witk eternal banishment from God's 
presence. How eould be expect less? He 
had known what ii. was. to be holy and pure of 
heart, and to serve,<jQP^witbQut fear ; who ever 
could so deeply feel the fulness of sin and 
shame ? No wonder then that he was very 
sore afraid. 

The Bible tells us that through Adam sin 
and death came into the world ; and through 
him we have all sinned, because we are all 
descended from Adam. But then, blessed be 
God; all did not end there ; with Adam's sin 
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and fdiSl came the promise of One Who should 
save His people from thdr sins, even Jesus 
Christ, Who has deigned to call Himself the 
Last Adam. He promised that thoagh in 
Adam all men die, in Himself all shall be made 
aUve. 

And to this end He ordained the Sacrament 
of Holy Baptism, that in it each one of us 
might be *' bom again/' As we were once 
bom after the manner of Adam, to die, — so we 
should be bom again in Christ, to live. By 
the sin of Adam, he and his descendants lost 
their right of entering the kingdom of Heaven. 
Then God made as it were^ a new creation in 
Adam's heart — the grace of contrition, or sor- 
row for sin, and the hope of His endless, 
boundless mercy. And through that mercy, 
Christ gave to Adam's descendants once more 
the right of entering the Kingdom of Heaven 
by Holy Baptism. Not by their own sorrow 
for sin, or their de^ repentance, or their great 
wish to please God alone ; all these are very 
pleasing in His sight; but Christ has ap- 
pointed His own way for ns to regain that en- 
trance into Heaven which Adam lost. '^ Ex- 
cept a man be bom of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter the kingdom of God*.'* 
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But this great gift was xM>t ^vea yet to 
Adam. The blessiag that every little Christiaa 
child DOW has and learns about as socki as it 
can speak, was not given to our Father Adam. 
He had to wait and bear the punishment of hia 
sin. As the Bible tells us» he and those who 
followed '' inquired and searched diligently after 
this salvation;" and for a long while they 
waited, and '' died in fiiith/' believing that 
though not yet awhile,, the promises of God 
would be fulfilled. 

Meanwhile, Adam and Eve had faUen ; uid 
for them the garden of Eden was henceforth 
shut up for ever. 



ADAM AND EVE AFTER THE FALL. 

How terrible the ehaage to Adftm and Eve 
after that one little aet, (as they thought it) of 
eating the forbidden fruit I We can imagine 
how Adam's heart must h&ve been well-nigh 
broken when he thought on what he had lost, 
and how he had displeased that good Loving 
Gon Who had, treated him as His own son, 
and given him every possible happiness and 
enjioymeat. Adam bad loved Go& very deeply, 
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and had known how well God loved him, and 
now the thought of his own ingratitude and 
sin must have pierced through his heart. 

God drove him out of the beautiful garden 
of Eden, and how sorrowfully must he have 
gone forth, — not daring to complain, for he had 
brought it upon himself— not daring to hope 
for any more love and mercy after such dis- 
obedience, not knowing where to turn for any 
rest or comfort or peace again for ever I If 
he had ever dared to hope that he might enter 
Eden again, that hope must have left him for 
ever when he saw Gherubims, angels placed to 
keep the entrance of the holy garden, and a 
flaming sword which turned every way, guard- 
ing it. Yet God was so full of love and pity 
even then to His sinful children, that perhaps 
the promise that some should be ** saved 
so as by fire," might have been permitted to 
soothe Adam's trouble; and every time he 
looked upon the flames and upon the severe 
holy angels who kept the way of the tree of 
life, he must surely have wondered and praised 
God's mercy that he had not been consumed 
wholly by that fire, but rather left to repen- 
tance and obedience. 

Surely Adam's love for God must now have 
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been even greater than it had been before his 
fall ; since '^ to whom much is forgiven, he 
loveth much." He thought in the garden of 
Cden thaf he knew God ; but how much more 
did he now know of God's greatness, His 
awfulness, His severity ; and yet with all that, 
of His intense love and mercy, His boundless 
forgiveness. His tender compassion? Surely 
God's new creation of Adam's repentance, and 
His own consequent inercy was not less great 
and wonderjful than the first creation. 

It was no short repentance. Nine hundred 
and thirty years Adam lived a penitent on that 
earth which God had cursed for his sake and 
given him to toil in. There was no rest, no 
self-indulgence. God clothed Adam and Eve 
with skins of beasts, for now they were liable 
to feel all the discomforts of cold and heat ; and 
He gave His Blessing on the ground they 
worked in, that it might bear something better 
than thorns and thistles; but they had to 
labour daily in toil and weariness, not daring 
to ask God to lighten their load, because they 
knew they deserved even more. 
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CAIN AND ABEL. 

Pbrhaj« the first resl eomfoft that came to 
Eve in her dianged state, waa the Iwth of her 
eldest child^'-^whom she called Gain, which 
means aometfaing acquired or gained. Soon 
i^er she and Adam bad another son. Abet, — 
and these two children they brought up, to 
labour as they did on the earths Cain worked 
at cultivating the land, and Abel waa^ a shep- 
herd and kept the sheep, 
' Not men only, but all living ammalB had 
shared in the consequences c^ Adam's i^ which 
brought death into the world ; they now were 
killed fixp different uses, among oth^s to be 
offered as a sacrifice to God. This kilUng and 
affiering up of animals in samfice was a type^ 
(that is, showing forth,) of the- Great Sacrifice 
that was to be made one day^ of Christ Him- 
self. Meanwhile men were to offer to Gon of 
whatever they had, and so Cain brought an 
offering of the fruits he had cultivated, and 
Abel also brought some of the best of his 
flock. 

Now with these offerings, like everything 
else we do for God, the intention of a man's 
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heart was the chief thing. If we say our 
prayers, or read the Bible, or go to Church, or 
give alms to the poor, or do any other good 
works without having God's Glory as the one 
object for them all, or without seeking to do 
His Will wholly, they are worth nothing. Two 
people may go to Church, and sit side by side, 
and join in the same prayers ; and yet if one 
is conscious of God's Presence, and striving to 
speak to Him, and seek His Blessing ; while 
the other is not trying really to pray, and 
thinking about all manner of worldly things ; 
they will surely be very diflFerent in the Sight 
of God. He will be pleased with the one, and 
not with the other, — so it was mth Adam's 
two sons. We are not told what was the great 
feult of Cain's character, but probably it was 
the mortal sin of anger and envy. He seems 
to have been an irritable, hot tempered, jealous 
person; and perhaps when he brought this 
ojSering to God, instead of thinking of serving 
Him, Cain's heart was full of a wish to be 
before his brother Abel, of jealousy and envy. 
So God was not pleased with Cain's offering, 
while He graciously accepted Abel's. If Cain 
had not allowed his evil temper to get the 
better of him, he would have set himself to 

c 
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seek out wby God preferred Abel, and to try 
and alter whatev^ was amiss in himself : but 
instead of tbat, his countenance dianged, and 
he became very angry. It is an awful thing 
to think of a man daring to be angry with 
GoD; and few people would own that they 
could possibly be so ; and ]ret whenever any- 
body g^ts angry, and complains of his trials, or 
misfortunes, or vexations, he is in &ct angry 
with God, since He Bends all ouc trials and 
cares. 

. One might have thougbt that Goo would at 
once have punished Cain for daring thus to 
be ^' very wroth ; ' but ao pitiful and trader is 
our Fathbb. in Heaven that He chose rather 
to reason with the angry man, and give him 
time to amend. So Gron spoke to Cain, say* 
iog, *' Why art thou wroth ? and why is thy 
countenance fallen ?'* and He went on to tell 
him that if he would do well, and come before 
Gpod's Presence with a pure heart,, his offering 
would be accepted, and that it was because of 
his own sin that the last offering was refused. 
Stm Cain would not C(»iquer his evil temper, 
and go and consider his fitult- He talked with 
Abel, most likdy angrily and Utterly, and then 
giving way quite to his revenge and fury, when 
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they were out in the fields together, Cain 
killed his brother Abel. 

Now indeed Adam began to feel the truth of 
God's sentence that he and his should '' surely 
die." For the first time he and Eve looked on 
death, when they saw their own gentle, loving 
son, a pale, cold corpse, bleeding on the 
ground ; having died by his own brother's 
band. Bitterly as they would mourn over 
Abel, their sorrow for Cain must have been 
much greater ; their dead son Abel they could 
trust to God's mercy, but the living son, Cain, 
was an unrq)enting sinner ; and if they had not 
sinned first, and brought death into the world, 
neither would he have sinned nor murdered his 
brother. Th^ now felt indeed that the *^ wages 
of sin is death/' 

£ven yet it seems as if Gon would have 
given Cain the opportunity of repenting and 
being forgiven. His Own Voice was heard ask- 
ing, '' Where is Abel thy brother ?" But Cain 
was still angry, and without thinking how vain 
it was to fancy he could deceive God, he added 
yet another sin to those already committed, and 
told a Ue, saying, *' I know not." And then as 
if to brave God's anger, he added, *^ Am I my 
brother's keeper?" Is it my business to know 
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where Abel is ? what have I to do with him ? 
How awful that Holy Voice must have sounded 
in the unhappy man's ears, when next it 
spoke — even then with a tone almost more of 
sorrowing over the sinner than of anger. "What 
hast thou done ?" that Voice asked, and while 
Cain trembled silently, Goo set his sin before 
him, saying, " The voice of thy brother's blood 
crieth unto Me from the ground." Then Gon 
went on to speak His sentence upon Cain, who 
no longer tried to deny what he had done, or to 
defend himself. God told him that the very 
ground on which Abel's blood had fallen, would 
curse him ; that it would no longer yield him 
fruits when he cultivated it ; and that he should 
be a wanderer and a fugitive, as one who fled 
from vengeance all the days of his life, always 
trying, as it were, to escape from judgment, 
and always pursued by it. 

Now Cain was indeed humbled and broken 
down; he did not deny that he deserved his 
sentence ; he only pleaded that it was very ter- 
rible. '' My punishment is greater than I can 
bear. Behold, Thou hast driven me out this 
day from the face of the earth, and from Thy 
Face shall I be hid ; and I shall be a fugitive 
and a vagabond in the earth, and it shall come 
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to pass that every one that findeth me shall 
slay me." Surely the heaviest part of Cain's 
punishment was that he should be hid from 
the Face of God. Hitherto he had (even while 
giving way to anger and sin,) been in the Sight 
of God, and God had taught him and talked 
with him, and given him means of becoming 
holier. But Cain had thrown away these gifts ; 
he had not listened to God's gentle warnings ; 
he had indulged his bad tempers, and vainly 
sought to strive with God ; and now that Gra- 
cious Face was to be turned away from him, 
and he should no more hear that Loving Voice 
pleading with him, he must go forth an outcast 
for ever upon the face of the earth. 

Yet even then God did not wholly turn His 
Mercy away. He yet seemed to leave a hope 
for even this guilty man, that there should be 
even for him a place of repentance if he sought 
it, by so carefully preserving his life — setting a 
mark upon him, by which Cain might be 
known, and saying that if any man should dare 
to take vengeance upon him, that man should 
be punished sevenfold. And so Cain went 
forth into the Land of Nod, far away from 
Eden, where he built a city, and called it after 
the name of his son, Enoch. We know nothing 
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further about him, or whether his life was oue 
of penitence ; one would fear not ; since the 
Apostle Jude in speaking of some great sinners, 
says, that ''they have gone in the way of 
Cain." 

Thus the '' thorns" pierced Adam, and though 
he lived on the earth a long while after this 
double loss of Cain and Abel, and had many 
sons and daughters,^ Goo's sentence was ful- 
filled upon him, and he ate his bread in sorrow all 
his days — a godly sorrow, doubtless* His days 
were many, for he lived 930 years* and then he 
died. Surely all through those long long years 
he had looked and longed after that Second 
Adam Who had been promised to men even in 
the first Adam's &U ; and we know that '' unto 
them that look for Him shall He appear unto 
salvation/' 



NOAH. 



The descendants of Adam spread over the 
earth: we do not read much about any of 
them, except that Enoch (who was six genera- 

^ One only is spoken of by his name in the Bible — Seth 
—who was reorived by Ere as a special gift to comfort her 
mdex the loss of Abel. 
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tions younger than Adam) was a very holy 
man,— so holy that vfhile he '^ walked with 
God/^ Goo took him away from the world, 
without his having to suffer death, as all other 
men did. 

£noch had a son called Methuselah, who 
lived nine hundred and sixty^-nine years, — the 
longest life any man has ever lived. 

Meanwhile men and women were increasing 
fisist npon the earth, and a great many of them 
were very wicked^ and vexed God sorely, so 
that He was grieved at His Heart, at their want 
of love and gratitude. Among all the many 
people living there was only one man who 
found fiivour in God's Sight. This was Noah, 
the grandson of Methuselah. His father'^ 
name was Lamech ; and it seems as if God had 
shown to Lamech what Noah had to do ; for 
when Lamech gave his son the name of Noah, 
(which means rest, or comfort,) he said of the 
ehikl, ^* This same shall comfort t» " conoem* 
ing our worii: and toil of our Imnds, because of 
the ground which the Lord hath cursed." 

But Lamech died before he saw in what way 
Noah was to be a ^' comfort '^ to the earth ; 
and year by year men and women kept on 
growing more and more wicked, till as the 
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Bible says, ^' every imagination of the thoughts 
of their heart was only evil continually/* and 
out of those wicked hearts came every possible 
sin and evil. 

At length the sin of Adam's sons and 
daughters had grown so great that God said 
He would destroy them all, both men and 
women, and all the animals upon the earth, 
which they used to minister to their sins, in- 
stead of to His Glory. It seems that Noah did 
all he could to turn men away from their sins, 
for S. Peter says he was " a preacher of righ- 
teousness," and by his example he must have 
taught them daily, if they would have heeded 
him. God's Holy Spirit says of Noah that 
he ^^ was a just man, and perfect in his gene- 
ration, and he walked with God." 

So God spake to Noah, and told him how 
He was going to destroy all these sinful people, 
by bringing a mighty flood of water upon the 
earth to drown them all. But He also told 
Noah that because He had ^^ seen him righ- 
teous," he and all his family should be saved. 
So God desired Noah to begin directly and 
build an ark after His orders. And in His 
care and mercy over the servant who pleased 
Him, God gave minute directions how this ark 



NOAH. 25 

was to be made, — the kind of wood that was 
to be used, how it was to be covered with 
pitch both outside and in ; where the door and 
windows should be, and how many stories it 
was to have. All this Noah carefully obeyed ; 
he never stopped to doubt, or question ; what 
God said he knew must be true, and all he 
heeded was to do exactly as he was told. So 
Noah worked away building the ark : no doubt 
the people around often wondered what he was 
doing, and they would ask him many ques- 
tions, and then we can fancy how earnestly 
Noah would warn them to amend their ways 
while there was time, and how he would tell 
them that God meant to destroy all wicked 
men off the face of the earth. But they would 
not heed, they would only laugh at Noah ; and 
Christ Himself has told us that they went on 
eating and drinking, feasting and marrying, 
and doing all sorts of worldly things, as if they 
were to live for ever. Day by day as the ark 
was nearer being finished, Noah's intreaties 
would grow more anxious, and their mockeries 
in reply more jeering. But the day was' fast 
coming when the truth was to be seen. 

The ark was finished ; everything was ready. 
God desired Noah to assemble his family, and 
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to take into the ark some of all the animak 
living on the earth, both beasts and birds and 
creeping things. The flood of which He had 
already told, was now coming very near. One 
week more, God said, and He would bring that 
mighty rain upon the earth, in which everyone 
except those sheltered in the ark should perish. 
Noah obeyed: he gathered together all the 
animals; he fetched his wife, and his three 
sons, Shem, Ham, and Japhet, and their wives, 
and they all made ready to enter into the ark. 

The sky was still bright and clear, the snn 
shone as usual; day and night came romid 
just as they always did, and the world around 
laughed on at Noah for his folly, his blind be- 
lief in what he was told. like naany people 
now they would not believe that the voice of 
warning spoke true, just as now some will not 
fly to the ark of Christ's Church for safety, 
and mock at those who believe that no 'where 
else are they safe, so these unhappy men and 
women went on with their pleasures and works, 
all for this world, and would not believe how 
near their end was. 

Stop a moment while you wonder at tbem 
in their folly and nnbelief. Christ Himself 
has told us that so it will be again among our- 



KOAH. 27 

selves ; that up to the verj moment when He 
comes to judge the world, it will be with that 
world ''as it was in the days of Noah." Men 
will go on living as if there were no judgment, 
no heaven and belU till it is too late. But we 
are more favoured than those people were. 
We, by our Baptism have been received into 
the ark of Christ's Church, and if we neglect 
our safety, and forget our Lord's bidding that 
we should " watch ;" it is just as if Noah's 
sons and daughters had persisted in getting out 
of the ark, and going back among the people 
their father was warning, just before the flood 
began. Tfa^y must have died miserably, — and 
so shall we if we do not take good heed that 
we abide in the ark of Christ's Church, not in 
name only, but in love and obedience ; '' not 
neglecting our great salvation/' 

The seven days passed. No one had be- 
lieved. No one came and knocked at the door 
of the ark and begged to be taken in ; else we 
may well believe that God Who has said, 
*' Knock, and it shall be opened unto you," 
would not have refused to listen to the cry. 

Then suddenly in one day ^^ all the fountains 
of the great deep were broken up, and the 
windows of Heaven were opened." Down 
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came those mighty torrents of waters, such as 
were never seen before, and never again shall 
be seen on the earth. Very terrible indeed 
must it have been to those sinful men, who 
now saw death coming upon them, and no hope 
of escape. We are not told how they met their 
danger; we only read that for forty days and forty 
nights that unceasing torrent of rain kept pour- 
ing down upon the earth, — ^the ark* meanwhile, 
with God's chosen -servants in it; being lifted 
up like a ship upon the waters, and floating 
above what once was dry laad; At first no 
doubt, people went up to higher ground, but 
** the waters prevailed, and increased greatly 
upon the earth."' Then they would go up to 
the hill tops, and - think that surety they were 
safe there. But ^" the waters prevailed exceed- 
ingly, and all the high ^hills were -covered." 
Then their tcrronwould grow extreme,5and they 
would see that it was indeed GoiJt against 
Whom they strove. 'Yet still some of the 
boldest and strbngaest would try to escape, and 
they would gain the loftiest mountains they 
knew of. But God had spoken, and His Word 
must be fulfilled. ' "The waters prevailed, and 
the mountains were covered.*' 

The wicked and all that forgot God perished. 
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Everything living perished. "All in whose 
nostrils was the hreath of life, of all that was 
in the dry land, died." Day after day that un- 
ceasing judgment of God, the pitiless rain, 
poured down, till not one remained alive, save 
Noah and his family, who were safe within the 
Ark. Blessed safety ! and blessed those among 
us, who, Noah- like, believe in the Ark of 
Christ's Church and gather close within its 
loving shelter, before the storm begins. 

One hundred and fifty days — about five 
months, the waters prevailed — and then God 
" caused a wind to pass over the earth," and 
the waters began to go down. He " stopped 
the fountains also of the deep, and the windows 
of Heaven, and restrained the rain fi*om Hea- 
ven, and the waters returned fi*om off the earth 
continually ;" that is, they subsided, and gradu- 
ally went down. The Ark meanwhile rested on 
the mountains of Ararat. Still the waters went 
on subsiding for three months more ; and at the 
end of that time, the tops of the mountains 
could be seen. 

Very patiently the people within the Ark 
waited; they knew Whose Hand guided the 
tempest and the storm, and Who now caused 
the waters to abate, and they felt safe in His 
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keeping. At the end of forty days more, Noah 
opened the window, and sent forth a raven, and 
also a dove. Now the raven is a bird of prey, 
and would light upon the carcases that floated 
about and feed on them, so it stayed out of the 
Ark ; but the gentle dove ^' found no rest for 
the sole of her foot, and she returned tmto him 
into the Ark, for the waters were upon the face 
of the whole earth/' So Noah put out his 
hand, and took her, and received her into the 
Ark again for another week. Then once more 
he sent her £3rth, and she flew away ; but in the 
evening she came back, and this time she car- 
ried in her beak an olive leaf plucked from the 
tree; so by this Noah knew that the waters 
must be greatly abated. Still, however, Noah 
waited another week, and then once more he 
sent forth the dove, and this time she flew 
away, never to come back to him any more. 

Nearly a year now it was since first that aw- 
ful flood began to come upon the earth ; and 
now the waters were well nigh dried up. Noah 
took off* the roof of the Ark, and saw that the 
ground was dry. Then God spoke to him, and 
desired him to go forth with his iunily, and 
with all the creatures which had been saved 
willi them in the Ark. 



Accordingly they all went forth, and how 
deUghtfa) it must have been to find themselves 
once more on the green grass, and with the free 
open air, and glad sonshine around, we can 
imagine ! But in the first delight of freedom, 
!Noah did not forget Whose Hand had saved 
tbem while others perished miserably ; and the 
very first thing he did was to build an Altar to 
the Lord, and to offer sacrifices of all he had to 
the Merciful Father Who had spared him and 
his wife and their children* God was pleased 
to accept Noah's heart service, and in an- 
swer to the prayer ofiered at that altar. He said 
He would no more curse the ground, nor de- 
stroy all things living ; but that so long as the 
world lasts, '^ Seed-time and harvest, and cold 
and heat, and summer and wint^, and day and 
Dight, shall not cease.'' 

Then God solemnly blessed Noah and his 
sons, giving them the power over and use of all 
imir¥ialg and plants ; but bidding them beware 
never again to fall into the sin of Cain, and 
shed the blood of their fellow men, reminding 
them that man was made in God's Image, and 
that therefore their very bodies were to be 
treated with honour and reverence, as being 
the Image of God. 
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Moreover God made a coyenant — that is, a 
solemn agreement or promise with Noah and 
his sons, that there should never again be a 
flood to destroy the earth. Nor was the pro- 
mise to them only, but " for perpetual genera- 
tions ;" that is, for every one that should ever 
be born into this world, for ourselves, and all 
who may come after us. And as a sign by 
which men might remember this gracious pro- 
mise, God gave the Rainbow in all its painted 
glory. " I do set My bow in the cloud," He 
said, " and it shall be a token of a covenant be- 
tween Me and the earth. And it shall come to 
pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that 
the bow shall be seen in the cloud : And I will 
remember My covenant, which is between Me 
and you and every living creature of all flesh ; 
and the waters shall no more become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. And the bow shall be in the 
cloud, and I will look upon it, that I may re- 
member the everlasting covenant between God 
and every Uving creature of all flesh that is 
upon the earth." 

So Noah was saved, almost as a new creation, 
passing through the waters to a new life. And 
so we are saved from the Uke death of sin, by 
passing through the waters of Holy Baptism, 
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and coming iforth to the new r^nerate lifci 
and sealed by God's own covenant and promise. 
So each time we look upon the rainbow, and 
renatember how it seals God^s promise that the 
earth shall not again be destroyed, we should 
also remember that other coreoant we have 
made with Con in our Baptism, and how by 
that new birth we are saved in the Ark of 
Christ's Church from the deluge of sin out of 
which we were taken. And as Noah built an 
altar and thanked God for his safety; so we 
must v^ often thank Him for having so mer- 
cifully brought us to this ^^ stalte of salvation/' 
and pray that we inay be kept in it by His 
Gr^ce. 



THE TOWER OF BABEL. 

After the Flood, Noah's sons had a great 
many more children, and their families spread 
very widely in all parts of the earth. Up to 
this time they all were as one people, a;ud spok« 
the same language) so that every tme under^ 
stood the other. 

As time went on, these men began once more 
to forget God's word, smd die promise He had 
made, that never again a flood should, destroy 

D 
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the earth ; and they began to think that they 
must take care of themselves, and provide for 
their own safety. They might have learnt that 
'' Except the Lord build the house, their labour 
is but lost that build it ; and except the Lord 
keep the city, the watchman waketh but in 
vain.'' They did not trust thus in the Lord 
however ; and so they proposed to one another 
to build a great City and Tower, the top of 
which should reach unto Heaven — so strong, 
and so powerful, and so high, that no flood, no 
force could touch it. They wanted, too, to in- 
dulge their pride, and to be famous ; for they 
said, '^ Let us make us a name, lest we be scat- 
tered abroad upon the face of the whole earth." 
So they chose out a place they thought suit- 
able, a great plain in the Land of Shinar ; and 
they made bricks, and mortar, and began to 
build.'' 

But, " Except the Lord build the city, their 
labour is but lost that build it;" and this city 
was not of God's building, and their labour was 
literally lost. We are tojd that "the Lord 
came down to see the city and the tower which 
the children of men builded." Then Goo saw 
the pride and wilfulness of heart in which they 
worked, and how they fancied they could do 
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whatever they would, and so that their wilful- 
ness and sin would go on becoming greater and 
greater. So He said He would show them that 
they could not prosper without seeking the 
Lord in their work ; and whereas hitherto they 
could understand one another, all speaking the 
same language, He now '' confounded the lan- 
guage of all the earth/' so that they all began 
to speak diflferent tongues, and they could not 
understand each other, or take counsel toge- 
ther. Then great confusion came among them, 
and the work they were so proud of came to an 
end because of the confusion, and they left off 
building, and went hither and thither, scattering 
themselves all over the face of the earth. And 
the city and tower which were thus hindered by 
God's Power, were called Babel, which means 
confusion. 

Once more, then, as Adam's descendants 
separated, and formed new nations, so Noah's 
did, and they were scattered abroad on the face 
of the earth, and peopled the world far and 
wide, never more to be one nation and have 
one language until the chosen people of God, 
His real servants, His Jewels, as He graciously 
calls them, are gathered together in Heaven for 
ever. 
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ABRAHAM. 

Nine generations of men, the descendants of 
Sbem, had succeeded one another, when it 
pleased God to bring into the world a man to 
whom He later gave the name of Father of the 
Faithful — one who by his own great faith was 
most beloved of God, and pleadng in His 
Sight. This was Abram, the son of Tecab, 
who with his two brothers, Ncdxor and Hacan, 
lived in Mesopotamia — Ur of the Chaldees. 

Abram bad a wife called Sarai, but be had 
no child. God, Who sees men's heartSj saw 
that Abram's was a very faithful heart, and He 
chose him to be His friend (Isa. xh. 8.) But 
when God loves any man, He for the most 
part tries him very much, to see whether he is 
worthy to be the friend of God ; and so it was in 
Abram's case. During the lifetime of his father 
Terah, Abram and Sarai, and Lot the son of 
Haran (Terah's youngest son^ who was dead) 
went with Terah into the land of Harao, and 
there Terah died. Probably Abram meant to live 
in Haran, among his relations, and near to his 
father's grave. But the Lord spake to him» 
saying, " Get thee out of thy country, and firom 



ABltAHAM. 37 

thy kindred, and from thy &tiber*s house, unto a 
land that I will show thee. And I will make 
of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, 
and make thy name great ; and thou sbalt be 
a blessing: and I witl biess them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee : and in 
thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.'* 
Ntm^ we know how it was that all the whole 
earth should be blessed in Abram, because many 
many years after, Christ was bom " of the 
seed oi Abraham ;'* but at this time Abram 
did not know how it was to be ; he did not 
know why he was to leave his home and his 
friends, at^ go forth into strciiige countries, not 
even knomng whither he went, (Acts xi. 8.) 
But he was a good mdH, lo'ii'ng God, and seek- 
ing to serve and please Him; and in faith^ 
that is, trusting 6od, although unaMe to un- 
d^-stand His Oiilers, Abram quietly and simply 
obeyed. He took his wife, and his nephew 
Lot, and Ws servants, who were very numerous 
(many being almost like his own children, as 
tbey were born in his house) and they departed; 
and eame, led by (3od, into the land of Canaan. 
At this time alt Canaan was in the hands of 
the people who had long dwelt there, — and 
there seemed no place at all far Abram ; but 
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GrOD appeared to bim, and said, ''Unto thy seed 
will I give this land." 

Now Abram had no child to inherit this 
promised land, but still he believed God's 
Word, and went on quietly in the path of 
obedience, never doubting that what God pro- 
mised, He would do, when He saw fit. So be 
built an altar, and worshipped (jod. Wherever 
Abram travelled, this was always the first thing 
he did — to make ready the altar, and serve 
God. He had no house to live in, but wher- 
ever he wanted to stay with his family, there 
they pitched their tents ; and wherever the tents 
were, there was sure to be God's Altar close by. 

So it was for some time. Abram moved 
about wherever God directed him, one while 
going into Egypt ; until at last God led him 
back to the place where he first was, between 
Bethel and Hai ; and there, where he had al- 
ready at the beginning of bis wanderings wor- 
shipped God, Abram once more '' ofiered the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, and called upon the 
Name of the Lord." Meanwhile he had grown 
very rich ; he had a great deal both of gold and 
silver, and of cattle ; and his nephew Lot also 
had a large family, filling many tents, and large 
flocks of sheep, and herds of cattle ; indeed^ 
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in these early times flocks and herds were 
the principal property and wealth of men. 
Two such large families could not find room in 
the same plains for their followers, and the 
herdmen began to quarrel. Then Abram, un- 
willing that there should be strife, asked Lot to 
choose which side of the country he liked, and 
said that he and his family would take which- 
ever Lot left. So Lot chose the rich, green 
plain of Jordan,w here stood the city of Sodom, 
and he went there ; but Abram, still led by 
God, remained in the land of Canaan. It is 
plain that in his heart, Abram often marvelled 
when and how God was going to fulfil the 
wondrous promises He had made to him ; but 
it is equally plain that he never doubted that in 
His Own good time He would fiilfil them. 
Now again, when Lot was gone, God renewed 
those promises. He spoke again to Abram to 
'encourage him under this long trial of his faith. 
** Lift up now thine eyes," God said, " and look 
from the place where thou art, northward, and 
southward, and eastward, and westward ; for all 
the land which thou seest, to thee will I give 
it, and to thy seed for ever. And I will make 
thy seed as the dust of the earth, so that if a 
man can number the dust of the earth, then 



40 READINGS FROM BOLY SCRIPTURE. 

shall thy seed also be numbered. Arise, walk 
through the land, in the length of it» and in the 
breadth of it, for I will give it uoio thee." 



MELCHISEDEK. 

For aocfee time Abram oonttiiijed ta IiTe ia 
the plain of Mamre, serving Gon before His 
Altar, and; attoodmg to his large &inily ; wl^a 
word was brought that the Kings of the aor- 
rounding countries had made war nbpon Sodom, 
and had taken aU Lot's goods away, and had 
also taken Lot himeelT and some of his fiamily 
prisoni^rs, a»d earvied tbem off. Then Abnusa'a 
anger wa6 roused, and he eatled some other 
princes of the: land to joia him, and armed his 
own men servannts, three hwadred and eighteen 
in all, and went after the enemy. Goip was 
with Hie servant, and gave him strength to de- 
feat the foei and Abram drove tkesa q^nte away, 
wd set £ree Lot and his people^ wd brooght 
back all the atoLeni goods. As^ he oamie back 
IroQk this Ymtp Melchisedeki. King of Salem, 
who was also the Priest cif the Most, High Go£i» 
went out to meet Abrun, and solemmly gave 
him Bread and Wine, and Idesscd him with a 
very solemn Blessing* 
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And this reminds us of that solemn seene at 
the Last Shipper, when our Lord, as the true 
Melchisedek, brought forth " Bread and Wine." 
But while the Melchisedek we read of in Gene- 
sis ofiered only these outward things, bread 
aaad wine, our Lord offered the same things as 
the sign or sacrament of a great but much 
more real offering ; for He Himself thus de- 
scribes the nature of His Saerifiee ; *' The Bread 
that I will give is My Flesh, which I wHl give 
for the life of the world;" and therrfore when 
the moment was come at which He was to 
show Himself the true Metehiscdek, ^ He took 
bread, and gave thanks, and MlEewise also the 
cup after Supper," &c. And that which He 
then did was to be done always while His 
Church is in this world. " For as often as ye 
eat of this B^ead, and diri&k this Cup, ye do show 
the Lord's Death till He come/' 

After this Abram seems to have lived in still 
closer friendship with God; but as yet the 
promise that be should have children was not 
fulfilled. Probably Abram became anxious 
about it, though his faith did not fail ; for one 
day 6oD spoke to him, saying, ^'Fear not, 
Abram, I am thy Shield, and thy exceeding 
^peat reward." Then in reply Abram spoke 
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sorrowfully of how he was still childless, and it 
seemed as if his steward Eliezer and his children 
would be his heirs. But God told him it was 
not so, that in due time he should have a son 
of his own. Then God led Abram out under 
the calm clear night sky, and bid him look up 
at the heavens with their countless stars, as 
they shone and glittered all around, and asked 
whether he could count them ? for even as the 
stars were countless, so should his children's 
children be. 

Then Abram asked no more questions, but 
believed in the Lord, and God was pleased with 
his belief, and loved him the more for it. 



THE ANGELS' VISIT. 

Soon after this Hagar (who was also Abram's 
wife) had a son, who was called Ishmael ; and 
as Abram still waited patiently, believing in 
GoD*s Word, the Lord was very much pleased 
with him, and spoke to him, saying, '' I am the 
Aloiighty God, walk before Me, and be thou 
perfect, and I will make My covenant between 
Me and thee, and will multiply thee exceed- 
ingly." Then God changed his name from 
Abram to Abraham, which means '' Father of 
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a multitude;'' and He promised that some of 
Abraham's descendants should be kings, and 
that they should have all the land for their 
own, to which Abraham came as a stranger ; 
and, best of all, that He would be their God 
for ever. Furthermore, God was pleased to say 
that Sarai should in future be called Sarah, 
which means Princess. God also promised 
that He would bless her, and give her a son, so 
that she should be a mother of nations and of 
kings. And He also said that this child should 
be called Isaac. 

Soon afterwards, one very hot day, Abraham 
was sitting under the shelter of his tent door, 
thinking most likely, about all these wonderful 
promises that God- had made to him, when 
suddenly as he looked up, he saw three figures 
standing by him. They looked like men, but 
Abraham knew in his heart that they were 
angels, sent by God. So he rose up with all 
the respect he could, and bowed himself down 
to the ground, and said, " My Lord, if now I 
have found favour in Thy sight, pass not away, 
I pray Thee, from Thy servant." 

In those hot countries people wore sandals, 
instead of shoes and stockings, and as these 
were open, their feet grew very hot and dusty. 
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So Abraham begged these noble strangers to 
let him wash their feet to refresh theniy and 
thaft they would rest under the trees, while he 
got ready some food. The Angels did as he 
asked them, and waited while Abraham had 
the best of everything prepared, — a tender, 
delicate oalf killed, and cakes of fine nieil 
baked upon the hearth, with butter and nulk, 
— he and Sarah serving the angels^ themeeives. 
Hien when all was ready, the food wackrset 
before them, and Abraham stood like their ser- 
vant under the tree, and saw them eat wlaat he 
had prepared. 

l^en the angels gave ObD^s message, tbat 
Sarah should before loi^g have a son. Aim! 
when they had given their message, tbey rose 
up to leave Abraham aiid go with anotlm 
message to Lot, his Bephew. 

God had been pleased to makei^ Abrahttui His 
friend, and now, just Iu3 friends tell each other 
what ooncerns them, Gon UA6 him tbat He 
was very sore displeased witii the people of 
Sodom and GomoiTah,'l>ecause they would net 
love and serve Hntt^i'btit were careless and 
wicked, and that He would go and see whether 
they were quite bard and unwilling to turn 
from their evil ways and repent. For this it 
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was that God sent His angels there. So the 
three angels went to Sodom, but Abraham 
stood yet talking to his Lo&d. The best 
people are generally most merciful towards 
others, and most anxious about them; and 
now Abraham who was rejmcing in God's love 
and favour, could not bear to think of these 
unhappy people who were to be destroyed be- 
cause of their sin. So he began to plead for 
them with God, and asked whether, if there 
were fifty righteous and good men in the city, 
God would not spare it for their sake ? God 
listened favourably to Abraham's request, and 
said that if there were fifty good men to be 
found in Sodom, He would spare all the dty. 

Then Abraham ventured to ask a little more, 
though very humbly. " Behold now," he said, 
''I have taken upon me to speak unto the 
LfORD, which am but dust and ashes." And 
he went on to ask whether if forty-five good 
men could be found in Sodom, God would for« 
give the rest for their sakes ? Then Goo pro- 
mised that He would spare Sod(un if they could 
be found. 

Abraham then asked the same favour if 
forty good men were in the city, and, as if it 
were too much to ask, he said again, " O let 
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not the Lord be angry, and I wll speak. If 
there shall be thirty righteous found there." 
Still God granted his request, and Abraham 
ventured yet more, — and asked that the city 
might be saved if twenty, or even ten righteous 
men were in it. And to the last, God pro- 
mised what he asked. Abraham did not ven- 
ture to ask more ; as yet he only saw very 
dimly and afar off the One for Whose righteous 
sake salvation was offered not to one guilty 
city alone, but to a whole guilty world. Yet 
that one Saviour was to be of Abraham's seed, 
of those descendants who were promised to 
him, though still his faith was tried by the un- 
fulfilled promise. 

We should remember Abraham's prayer 
when we ourselves pray, and never cease ask- 
ing God's pardon and mercy for all who are 
living in sin and ignorance, — for it may be that 
such prayers even as ours may help them 
greatly, and the same God Who so graciously 
listened to Abraham's prayers for guilty Sodom 
has bid us pray much for one another, and has 
told us that fervent prayers, that is prayers 
that we really mean and say heartily, believing 
He hears us, are very helpful to those prayed 
for. 
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LOT. 

It seems that the ten righteous men for 
whose sake, if found in it, the Lord promised 
to spare Sodom, were not to be found there. 
Towards evening the two angels came to the 
city, where they found Lot, Abraham's ne- 
phew, who it seems was the only man in all the 
place who loved and feared God* 

Lot rose up directly that he saw the angels, 
and went to meet them, and bowed himself 
down to them, and begged them to come and 
stay all night in his house and be his guests. 
This j;hey did, and Lot made as great a feast 
for them as he could. 

That night, while the people of Sodom were 
rioting, they attacked Lot's house, and would 
have killed Lot and his guests if they could ; 
but the angels guarded his house, and smote 
the enemies with blindness, so that they could 
not find their way. Then they told Lot what 
their message was, and that the Loan had sent 
them to destroy the city, because of the great 
wickedness of those who lived in it. But out 
of favour to Lot, they gave him leave to call 
together his daughters who were married, and 
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their husbands, and any of his relations in the 
city, and bring them away from it before it was 
destroyed. Lot never doubted their words for 
one moment, and be went out and told his 
sons-in-law, bidding them coisie quickly away 
from Sodom, as God was going to destroy it. 

But like many people who are Uving care- 
lessly in sin, they would not be warned, and 
only laughed at Lot, just as the men before the 
Flood had laughed at Noah's warnings. 

So Lot was obliged to come back alone, and 
leave his heedless children to perish. Very 
early in the morning, when day began to break, 
the angels roused Lot, and bid him rise up 
quickly, and take his wiie, and his two young 
daughters, who lived at home in their father's 
house, and get out of the doomed city. Lot 
lingered a little, probably because be could not 
bear to leave his otha: children behind to cer- 
tain destruction ; perhaps he thought that this 
morning they might be persuaded to listen to 
the warfiing they despised the night before. 
But when men have refused to listen to Ood's 
Voice and be saved, He does not always give 
them another trial, and so it was in this case ; 
and DOW the angels with severe kindness would 
not let Lot tanji but took hold of him aod of 
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his wife and daughters, and led them forcibly 
without the city, ^^the Lord being merciful 
unto them." 

Then the angels spoke and bid Lot escape 
for his life. They bid him escape at once to 
the mountains lest he should be consumed by 
God's avenging anger; and they forbid him 
even once to look back upon the place he was 
leaving. Perhaps they knew that if he looked 
back, the desire to save some of those left 
behind would be so strong, that Lot would be 
tempted to return to Sodom, and so perish. 

Lot, however, was afraid of flying to the 
mountains; he fancifsd that in their solitary 
wildness he and his family would die; for- 
getting that the Same God Who had just saved 
them from death in the city, could provide for 
them in the mountain, if He saw fit to send 
them there. But while he thanked God for 
having thus " magnified His mercy" in saving 
their lives. Lot intreated that instead of going 
up into the mountains, they might take reAige 
in a little town that was near. 

Perhaps greater things might have been in 
store for Lot, had he at once done as he was 
directed ; since the path God chooses for His 
servants must always be better than any they 

s 
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can choose for themselyes; and we see in 
Abraham's story how much God is pleased 
with those who have great faith ; that is, who 
believe all He says to them, whether they 
themselves see it to be best at the time or not. 
But He is very gentle and pitiful over His 
weak children, and so now He gave Lot leave 
to go to this little town of Zoar ; and the angel 
bid him make haste to escape thither, as 
nothing could be done till he was in safety. 

So soon after sunrise Lot and his wife and 
daughters entered into Zoar, and immediately 
the Lord rained down fire and brimstone upon 
the guilty city of Sodom, and upon the other 
cities in the plain, and destroyed every one living 
there, and everything that grew upon the earth 
around. Lot and his daughters obeyed the an- 
gels, and never looked behind, great as their ter- 
ror and curiosity must have been ; but his wife 
was less obedient. Perhaps she thought to her- 
self, as people are apt to do about some order 
which they do not quite want to obey : ^^ It can- 
not really much matter doing such a very little 
thing;'' forgetting that nothing ordered by 
God can be little. Anyhow she disobeyed the 
angels, and looked back to see what was hap- 
penixtg ; and very terrible was her punishment. 
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for she was immediately turned into a pillar of 
salt; and became even as the brimstone that 
fell upon the earth. Lot and his daughters, 
however, escaped. But when Abraham went 
out to his^ devotions as usual that morning, 
instead of seeing the rich plain and its stately 
cities, he looked and saw nothing but one great 
cloud of smoke rising up, as if the whole 
country were a furnace. 

Then, doubtless, more than ever, Abraham 
believed in the certainty that whatever God 
said would be fulfilled, whether He threatened 
punishment to the sinful, as to Sodom, or love 
and kindness to His faithful servants, as to 
Abraham himself. 



THE BIRTH OF ISAAC. 

At length the time came when it pleased 
6oD to reward Abraham's faith by giving him 
a son. He was then a hundred years old. 
Both he and Sarah were very much delighted ; 
and Sarah said in the gladness of her heart, 
'^ God hath made me to laugh, so that all that 
hear will laugh (or rejoice) with me." And 
truly so it was, beyond what Sarah meant 
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or knew of; since from that son of hers now 
hora, should descend the Saviour Christ our 
Lord. ^ 

God had told the parents to call their son 
Isaac, which they did ; circumcising him (which 
was then in the place of baptizing him) when 
he was eight days old, and giving him solemnly 
the name of Isaac. 

When the time came for weaning little 
Isaac, Abraham and Sarah made a great feast 
to celebrate it. Now it happened on that day 
that Sarah heard Ishmael mocking her and her 
darUng son, and she was very angry. It would 
have been kinder to Hagar, and more grateful 
to God Who had so blest her herself, if Sarah 
had passed this affront over, and not been 
angry ; but this Sarah forgot. So she went to 
Abraham in great displeasure, and begged him 
to send Hag&r and Ishmael away, and not let 
Ishmael live as if he was Uttle Isaac's equal. 

Abraham was very sorry, for Ishmael was his 
son too, and he loved him, and though Hagar 
was a slave, he cared for her also, and most 
likely he felt that Sarah was hasty and unjust 
in her anger. But while he was grieving, and 
thinking, how he could keep peace in his family, 
Qod, Who was always in his thought^, and Who 
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watched over all his daily life, spoke to Abra- 
ham, and bid him not be unhappy about Hagar 
and Ishmael. God told him to do as Sarah 
wished, and to send them away, for that it was 
indeed through Isaac that the promised bless- 
ings should come. But to comfort Abraham, 
God also told him that for his sake He would 
take care of Ishmael, and make a great nation 
from his children also. 

Then Abraham no longer doubted, though 
probably he was sorry to send Hagar and Ish- 
mael away. Very early the next morning he 
called them, and gave Hagar some food, and a 
bottle of water, and sent her and her child 
away. 

Once before Hagar had fled away when 
Sarah was angry with her, and then an angel 
had come to her, and comforted her, and bid 
her go back and do her duty. So one would 
fancy that now Hagar might have remembered 
this, and have trusted that Qod would not 
leave her comfortless. However, she wandered 
into the wilderness of Beersheba; and after 
a time all the water in her bottle was spent, and 
though Ishmael was very thirsty, his mother 
had no more to give him. Then Hagar's heart 
began to fail her, and in great grief she cast 
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down her suffering child under the shade of 
some shrubs, and went away to some little dis- 
tance, because she could not bear to see her 
darling in distress. She thought too that he 
would die of thirst and want, and she cried 
out, ^'Let me not see the death of the child." 

Still her mother's love would not let her 
leave Ishmael quite ; so she sat down a little 
way off, and then utterly cast down, Hagar 
lifted up her voice and wept. 
, No voice, however faint and low, was ever 
yet lifted up in its lonely sorrow and bitterness, 
that was not heard of God. No cry for help, 
however feeble, ever failed to reach His ears. 
No tears, however burning and hopeless, but 
He saw them, and knew why they fell. ** In 
all their afSiction He was afflicted » and the 
angel of His presence saved them. In Hia love 
and in His pity He redeemed them, ai^ He 
bare them, and carried them all the days of 
old." 

He has given the promise, *' As oi^ whom 
his mother comforteth, so will I comfort youu" 
And now when not even a moth^'s love oould 
help or comfort her child, He came to be the 
Comforter. 

God heard Hagar's weeping, and the waiting 
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voice of Ishmael, as he lay there on the hot 
sand, parched up with thirst, and with no hope 
of relief except in deatjh. Then " the angel of 
His presence saved them/' and spake to the 
sorrowful mother, saying, ^' What aileth thee, 
Hagar? Fear not, for God hath heard the 
voice of the lad where he is. Arise, lift up the 
lad, and hold him in thine hand ; for I will 
make him a great nation." Then Hagar's 
hope and courage returned, — she left off weep- 
ing, and roused herself, and God opened her 
eyes, and showed her a well of water near ; and 
then she hastened joyfully to fill her empty 
bottle, and give some cooling water to her poor 
boy. 

Perhaps Hagar wondered that she had not 
seen the well before, — ^but it is often so with 
us in our troubles y God does not open our eyes 
to see the help and comfort that is at hand till 
we call upon Him for help with all our heart. 

Ishmad grew quite strong and became a very 
powerful man, and a great ardier. He con« 
tinned to live a wild life in the wilderness of 
Paran, and his mother lived with him, and saw 
GoD^s promise that Ishmael should found a 
nation, fulfilled. 
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THE OFFERING OF ISAAC. 

When Isaac had grown up to be a young 
man, and was still the only child and very 
dearly loved treasure of Abraham and Sarah, — 
it pleased God to ''tempt/' that is to try, 
Abraham, and see whether he really believed 
all that God had said to him, or whether he 
loved his son better than his God. 

It often pleases God thus to try His ser- 
vants, and that out of His great love for them, 
as He has told us in His holy Word, sapng, 
'' Blessed is the man that endureth temptation, 
for when he is tried he shall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord hath promised to them 
that love Him.'' And He has also said that, 
'' the trial of our faith is much more precious 
than gold." 

So now He called Abraham, and when he 
had obeyed God's summons, the Lord said to 
him, '' Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, 
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land 
of Moriah, and offer him there for a burnt- 
offering upon one of the mountains which I 
will tell thee of." 

What a very terrible command this must 
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have been to Abraham 1 If it had been hard 
and bitter to him to send Ishmael away from 
his home, what must it have been to be bidden 
to put his own still dearer Isaac to death? 
And how was the promise to be fulfilled, that 
from Isaac should come descendants more in 
number than the stars of heaven, if he was now 
to die early, without leaving any child at all ? 

How sad and sorrowful henceforth, would be 
the aged parents' childless home, how intense 
the agony of remembering that he with his own 
hand had ofiered up that darling child's life 1 
In other hours of trouble, Abraham had talked 
about his cares with God, and as we saw in the 
case of Sodom, he had even pleaded with God 
to alter His decree, and unsay His words. 

But not now. Then Abraham had asked 
God's mercy for others. Now the trial of 
entire submission of his will to God's had come 
to himself. He had loved God even as his 
Father and Friend for many years ; he had 
ever found Him a true and Faithful Guardian 
and Guide. All God's words had been ful* 
filled, and now, when so keen a trial was sent to 
him, piercing his very inmost soul, he could say, 
as another of God's holy Saints said, ** Though 
He slay me, yet will I trust in Him. Thou 
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shalt call, and I will Answer Thee. O God, 
my heart is ready : I will give Thee the best 
member that I have.'' 

Id quiet silent obedieDoe, without aDy dday, 
any iDtreaty to be spared such a bitter sacrifice, 
Abraham rqse up early in the morning, and 
saddle his ass, and made ready the wood that 
was necessary for the bumt-c^ering, and called 
two of his servants, and Isaac his son, and then 
they set forth to go to the place whither God 
had directed him. 

; What a journey that must have been ! How 
Abraham's heart must have well nigh burst 
as he journeyed, feeling that it was the last he 
was ever to take with that dear companion, his 
only child — and that at every step they drew 
nearer to the bitter separation that lay before 
them I How ia the sorrow of his heart he 
must have gone over every event of Isaac's life, 
firom the time he hty first in Sarah's arms, a 
new-born baby, filling both their hearts with 
joy and gladness; throu^ all his childhood 
and boyhood, up to his present youthful man- 
liness — and at each scene and recc^ction, how 
the Other's heart must have filled t How he 
must have longed to ask God to let him be the 
sacrifice, and to spare his child. How as David 
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cried at a later time, Abraham must have 
yearned to cry out, " Would God that I might 
have died. for thee, my son, my son 1" 

But no cry, no word, escaped from Abraham. 
For three days the little company journeyed on 
in silence, until they came in sight of Mount 
Moriah. Then Abraham bid the young men 
his servants to wait with the ass while he and 
Isaac went up to the mountain to worship 
God. He laid the wood upon Isaac to carry, 
and himself took the fire, and a knife ; and the 
father and son went on alone upon the last 
stage of this wonderful journey. 

There never was but one other such. That 
other journey was when our Blessed Lord Jbsus 
Chust, the Only Son of Gop, went up to 
Mount Calvary to die — a Sacrifice for the whole 
world — and He too bore the wood that was for 
this Sacrifice, the Cross whereon He should 
hang. 

And now, though it was many hundred years 
before that Sacrifice was to be made, it was in 
the power and strength oi It that Abraham and 
Isaac were able thus to go up the Mount in 
such a calm trusting Mth. And it is through 
the power and strength of That Sacrifice alone 
that now when God asks loving parents to 
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give their precious little ones to Him, they are 
ahle to part with them without breaking their 
hearts in the bitterness of the sorrow. 
* Now that they were alone together for the 
first time, Isaac began to ask about what they 
were going to do. He had all his life assisted 
his father in offering up sacrifices to God, and 
he knew what was required ; but now the living 
creature that was needed td 'be offered up 
seemed lacking. *'My father/' he asked, 
" behold the fire and the wood ; but where is 
the lamb for a bumt-offerinj^ 9^* ' Abraham's 
heart must have almost overflowed when he 
heard this touching question, &nd probably 
Isaac understood the answer in its simple and 
pathetic faith: **My son, God Will provide 
Himself a lamb for a burnt-ofibring.^' He did 
not ask any more, but went meekly on to the 
place appointed by God ; and there Abraham 
built an altar, and laid the wood in order, and 
then last of all he bound Isaac, ^as the custom 
was to bind the animal that waiid to be offered,) 
and laid him unresisting on thcwood upon the 
altar. Then in truth Isaac was- very like to 
that other Only Son, Who, when He was op- 
pressed and afflicted, opened-not His mouth, 
but was brought as a lamb to the slaughter. 
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AH was at length ready ; and then Abraham 
took the knife, and was going to kill his son. 
But at that moment the Angel of the Lord 
called to him out of heaven, and said, *' Abra- 
ham, Abraham/' Then Abraham answered, 
" Here am I." And God's voice spoke the 
gracious words, " Lay not thine hand upon the 
lad, neither do thou anything unto him ; for 
now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou 
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from 
Me." 

With what intense joy Abraham must then 
have unbound the precious sacrifice that was 
in heart and will already offered; and how 
must he have remembered his own words, 
'/ God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt- 
offering," when he turned round and saw be- 
hind him a ram caught by its horns in the 
thicket. Then Abraham went and took the 
ram ; and it must indeed have been with a very 
grateful heart that he offered it up for a burnt- 
offering instead of his son. 

Then once more the Angel spoke to Abra- 
liam, and said, " By Myself have I sworn, saith 
the Lord; for because thou, hast done this 
thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine 
only Qon.! that in blessing I will bless thee, and 
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in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the 
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is 
upon the sea shore ; and thy seed shall possess 
the gate of his enemies ; and in thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth he hlessed, because 
thou hast obeyed My Voice/* 

Then Abraham called the name of that place 
Jehovah-jireh, which means, •' 'The Lord will 
provide," 

So Abraham and Isaac went down again to 
the young men, and returned back joyfully to 
Sarah ; their hearts full of thankfulness, and 
joy, and praise. And if Abraham and Sarah 
had rejoiced over Isaac's birth, we may well 
believe that they rejoiced still more now over 
him, when he was given back to them of God. 



THE DEATH OF SARAH. 

Sarah lived some time after this to enjoy her 
dear son's presence ; but at length, when she was 
a hundred and twenty-seven years old, she died. 
Isaac was very fondly attached to his motiier, 
and we find that he missed her very muc^ for 
long, and was not altogether comforted until 
he had a wife, about three years later. Abra-^ 
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ham too mourned deeply for Sarah, and he 
wished to hury her in a plaoe that should al- 
ways be remembered as her grave, and where, 
when his own days on earth were ended, he 
might be buried by her side. So Abraham 
bought a field of Ephron, one of the sons of 
Heth. The field was in Hebron, and in it there 
was a cave, shaded by trees. Here Abraham 
and Isaac buried Sarah, and here in due course 
of time Abraham was laid himself. 

After a time Abraham married another wife, 
whose name was Keturah, and he had several 
more sons ; but Isaac, the ^' child of promise,'' 
was more than any of the rest to him, and all 
that Abraham had he gave to Isaac. 

IshmaeFs children became twelve princes, 
with towns and castles, according to the pro- 
mise God made to his mother Hagar, when he 
was a little boy, dying, as it seemed, in the 
wilderness. 



ISAAC AND REBEKAH. 

Some time after Sarah's death, Abraham 
began to wish very much for Isaac to have a 
wife, and be comforted for his mother's loss^ 
But he did not want laaac to marry one of the 
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CanaaDite women amoDgst whom he lived, 
most of whom did not know or serve Abra- 
ham's Lord, the Only God. 

So Abraham called Eliezer, his steward or 
chief servant, who ruled over all his posses- 
sions, and in whom he had the very greatest 
trust, and made him give him a most solemn 
promise that he would not let Isaac marry a 
woman of Canaan, but that he would go to 
Mesopotamia, Abraham's own country, and 
find a wife for Isaac from among his own rela- 
tions. 

Then Eliezer asked what he was to do if the 
wife he should find were to be unwilling to 
leave her home, and go so far as to Canaan ; 
and whether Isaac should go back to Mesopo- 
tamia ? But Abraham solemnly forbade this ; 
and he told Eliezer that God would send one 
of His angels to help him in bringing about 
this marriage, which was God's own desire. 
This quite satisfied Eliezer ; and he set out on 
his journey, taking with him beautiful presents 
to give to Isaac's bride, and ten camels to carry 
him and those who went with him. 

So Eliezer travelled till he reached Abra- 
ham's former home in Mesopotamia, and when 
he came near to the city of Haran, he halted, 
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and made his camels rest by a well just outside 
the city, where the women were in the habit of 
coming to draw water. 

Then Eliezer prayed to God for the help 
Abraham had promised that God would give 
his servant, and said, ** O Lord God of my 
master Abraham, I pray Thee send me good 
speed this day, and show kindness unto my 
master Abraham. Behold, I stand here by the 
well of water ; and the daughters of the men of 
the city come out to draw water. And let it 
come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall 
say. Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I 
may drink : and she shall say. Drink, and I 
will give thy camels drink also ; let the same 
be she that Thou hast appointed for Thy ser- 
vant Isaac, and thereby shall I know that Thou 
hast showed kindness unto my master." 

It was now evening, when the day's heat 
being over, the women generally came out to 
the well. Eliezer had not finished his prayer, 
when there came out a very beautiful maiden, 
with a pitcher on her shoulder, and she went 
down to the well, and filled her pitcher with 
water. Then Eliezer went to meet her, and 
said, ** Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water 
of thy pitcher." 

F 
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The maiden did not know who he was, but 
&he saw that he was a traveller and needed re- 
freshmenty so she made haste to rest her pitcher 
on her hand, and give him some water, saying, 
"Drink, my lord." And without waiting to 
be asked, as soon as he had done drinking she 
offered to serve the poor weary camels too, 
saying, " I will draw water for thy camels also, 
until they have done drinking." So the 
maiden emptied her pitcher into the trough by 
which the camels were, and ran down again to 
the well, and drew enough water for them all. 
Meanwhile Eliezer watched her silently, won- 
dering in himself if this was indeed God's an- 
swer given so speedily to his prayer. As soon 
as the maiden had finished her kindly labours, 
Eliezer took out some costly bracelets and ear- 
rings and gave them to her, and asked her 
whose daughter she was. Then to his great 
delight the maiden told him that she was Re- 
bekah, the daughter of Bethuel. Now Bethuel 
was the son of Nahor, Abraham's own brother, 
and consequently this young girl was the child 
of Abraham's nephew, and Isaac's cousin. So 
by this Eliezer knew that God had answered 
his prayer, and guided him to the wife He had 
appointed for Isaac. Then he asked Rebekah 
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whether there was room for him and his people 
in her father's house ? And she assmi^d him 
that there would he room, and food for him 
and the camels, and all he could want. 

Then Eliezer lifted up his voice in thanks to 
God, saying, " Blessed be the Lord God of my 
master Abraham, Who hath not left destitute 
my master of His mercy and His truth : I be- 
ing in the way, the Lord led me to the house 
of my master's brethren." 

So Rebekah ran quickly home to her mother, 
and told her all that had happened. Then her 
brother Laban made haste, and went to the 
well, and found Eliezer standing by his camels. 
Laban spoke very courteously to him, saying, 
** Come in, thou blessed of the Lord, wherefore 
standest thou without? for I have prepared 
the house, and room for the camels.'' 

So Eliezer went home with Laban, who saw 
the camels unladen, and fed, and brought water 
to wash Eliezer's feet, and to the men who 
travelled with him, and then they wanted 
Eliezer to have his supper. But he said, "I 
will not eat till I have told mine errand." 
They asked him what that was, and then 
Eliezer told them that he was Abraham's ser^ 
vant, and how God had greatly blessed Abra- 
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ham, and made him a very rich and great man, 
and above all how he had given him a very dear 
son, Isaac. How Abraham wanted Isaac to have 
a wife out of his own country and out of his own 
family, and how he had sent his servant to 
find such an one. Then Eliezer came to the 
part of the story that had* just happened, how 
he had prayed to God to show him who the 
maiden was He intended for Isaac, and how the 
prayer had been granted, and he ended with 
asking what Rebekah's relations would do — 
whether they would let her go away into Canaan 
and be Isaac's wife ? 

Then Bethuel and Laban answered, '^The 
thing proceedeth from the Lord, we cannot 
speak unto thee bad or good. Behold, Re^ 
bekah is before thee, take her, and go^ and let 
her be thy master's son's wife, as the Lord 
hath spoken." 

Then Eliezer was very thankful indeed, and 
he bowed himself down to the earth and wor- 
shipped God, humbly giving Him thanks for 
thus guiding him in his work. So they made 
great rejoicing and feasting that night, and 
Eliezer brought out the beautiful presents ; 
jewels, gold, and silver, and costly raiment, 
which he had brought with him for Bebekab, 
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(the first wedding presents we read of,) and pre- 
cioas things also as presents to the others of 
her family. Then the next morning he asked 
to go back again to Abraham. But naturally 
Rebekah's mother did not like to part with her 
child so soon, and they begged Eliezer to let 
her remain at home yet awhile, and then go to 
Canaan. But he answered, that God having 
prospered his errand, they should not hinder 
him, but let him go back to his master. 

Then they called Rebekah to ask her what 
she would do, and she said she would go with 
Eliezer. So then her parents and brother did 
not try to keep her any longer, but blessed her 
solemnly and let her go ; her own nurse, (who 
was called Deborah, and who lived all her days 
with Rebekah, and saw her grandchildren and 
great grandchildren, and died at last at Bethel, 
where Jacob buried her under an oak tree,) go- 
ing with her and other maidens to wait upon 
her. So they set out, riding upon camels, and 
Eliezer took them out of Mesopotamia back to 
Canaan. 

Meanwhile Isaac went on living a quiet and 
thoughtfol life, praying and meditating much, 
thinking over all the mercies God had already 
shown him, and trying to serve Him more and 
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better. One quiet summer's evening, he went 
out into the fields as usual to pray and medi- 
tate, and as he walked he saw Eliezer's little 
troop of camels coming towards him. Re- 
bekah, too, saw Isaac, and perhaps Bhe guessed 
that it was her future husband, for she asked 
Eliezer who it was, and when he had told her 
that it was Isaac, she got off her camel, and put 
on a veil, and met him with great humility and 
respect. Then Isaac took her to the tent that 
had been his mother's, and she became his 
wife, and he loved her very dearly, and was 
comforted for the loss of his mother. 



JACOB AND ESAU. 

For some time Isaac and Rebekah had no 
children, and they were very sorry for it. But 
Isaac prayed to God that if it was His Will, 
they might have some chUdren to love them ^ 
they had loved their parents, and God heafd 
his prayer, and sent them two little sons, twins. 
They were calted Esau and Jacob ; the eldest, 
Esau, was very strong and fond of hunting, 
and was always out with his bow and arrows, 
and Isaac, who was growing an old man, (hav- 
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ing been sixty when the twins were born) was 
proud of his son's courage, and liked the game 
be brought home, so that Esau was his fatrour- 
ite. Jacob was a quieter person, who liked 
living quid:ly, and he was his mother's dar- 
ling. 

One day Esau came home from hunting 
quite tired and faint, and found Jacob with 
some nice red pottage, or soup made of lentils^ 
(which are a sort of bean) . Then Esau begged 
his brother to give him some of it, because he 
was so faint and weary. Now when the twin 
brothers were born, the Lord had said that 
from them should rise up two nations, and that 
one people should be stronger than the other» 
and that the elder should serve the younger. 
Perhaps Jacob often thought about this, and 
wished it to come to pass, and so tried to bring 
it about himself, instead of waiting for God tp 
do so in His own good time ; for now in ex- 
change for the food his brother wanted, he 
asked for Esau's birthright as elder brother. 
Esau was too faint and weary to care just then. 
" Behold," he said, '' I am at the point to die, 
and what profit shall this birthright be to me ?" 
So he sold his birthright t^ Jacob, .who gavie 
him the pottage and bread which be so much 
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wished for. As soon as he was refreshed and 
strong again, no doubt Esau felt very sorry that 
he had been so impatient, and as the Bible says, 
" despised his birthright." 

God blessed Isaac very greatly, giving him 
large earthly possessions, so that the unbeliev- 
ing people round, the Philistines, envied him, 
and their king, whose name was Abimelech, 
asked Isaac to go away. So he moved to Beer- 
sheba, where he made a covenant with Abime- 
lech to keep peace, and Abimelech owned 
that Isaac was " the Blessed of the Lord." 
But Isaac and Rebekah had great trouble and 
grief of mind about Esau, who was always wild 
and hasty, and now he married two Hittite 
wives, one called Judith, and the other Bashe- 
math. They were not God's children, and pro- 
bably lived carelessly, for Rebekah said that 
they made her " weary of her life." 



ISAAC'S BLESSING. 

Now Isaac had grown very old, and his eyes 
became dim, so that he could not see at all. 
One day he called Esau, and told him that he 
felt himself growing very old, and that he knew 
not how soon he might die, and that before he 
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died he wished to give him a solemn blessing. 
So he bid Esau go out hunting and bring some 
venison, and let him eat of it, and then when 
he was strengthened with the food, he would 
bless Esau before he died. So Esau went out 
with his bow and arrows in their quiver. 
Meanwhile Rebekah, who had heard what Isaac 
said, and who loved Jacob best, and wished to 
secure the father's blessing for him instead of 
Esau, called her favourite son, and told him all 
about it. Then she bid Jacob fetch her in 
some kids from the flock, that she might dress 
some savoury meat, in order that Jacob should 
take it to Isaac, and get the blessing instead 
of his brother. But Jacob said, that although 
his father could not see him, no doubt he would 
touch him, and then he would feel that his 
hands were soft and smooth instead of being 
hard and rough like Esau's, and then he said, 
'^ I shall seem to my father as a deceiver, and 
I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a 
blessing." 

However, Rebekah would not listen to his 
difficulties, she only replied, " Upon me be thy 
curse, my son: only obey my voice." So 
Jacob did as his mother bade him, he brought 
in the kids, and she cooked the meat and made 
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it savoury and good, and put bread with it : 
and then she told Jacob to put on some of 
Esau's clothes, and she put some of the 
roAjigh skin of the kids upon Jacob's neck and 
hands, and then when all was xeady, she sent 
him iu to his father's room. 

Surely he must have felt like a deceiver as 
he went in and said, " My father," and Isaac, 
who was blind, answered '' Here am I, who art 
thou, my son ?" But Jaoob said boldly, ^' I am 
Esau, thy first-born, — I have done according as 
thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit imd 
eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me." 

Then Isaac wondered that Esau should have 
come back so soon, and he said, ^^ How is it 
that thou hast found it so quickly, my son ?" 
and Jacob answered deceitfully, '' Because the 
Lord thy Gos broi^t it to me." 

Now Isaac, was s^ck with the voice, that it 
was more like Jacob than Esau, so he said, 
" Come near, I pray thee, that I may fedL ttiee, 
my son, whether thou be my very son Esau or 
not." Jacob must surely have expected now 
to be found out, but still he went close to Isaac, 
who touched him, and when he felt the hairy 
hands, he said, '^The voice is Jacob's voice, 
but the hands are the hands of Esau." Then 
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to make quite sure, the old man once more 
asked, '' Art thou my very son Esau ?" And 
Jacob solemnly answered, *^ I am/' 

By this time Isaac was satisfied, so be said, 
''Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my 
son's venison, that my soul may bless thee/' 
Then Isaac ate the meat, and drank some wine, 
and when he had finished his meal, he called 
Jacob, and said, " Come near now, and kiss 
me, my son/' . And when he had kissed 
Jacob, he gave him a very solemn blessing, 
saying, '' See, the smell of my son is as the 
smell of a field which the Lord hath blessed; 
Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, 
and the fatness of the earth, and pl^ity of corn 
and wine. Let people serve thee, and nations 
bow down to thee : be lord ovqr thy brethreni 
and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee. 
Curoed be every <me that.curseth thee, and 
blessed be every one that bless^h thee/' 

When these solemn froi^s had been spoken, 
Jacob rose up an4 l^t his iat|ier» and he had 
hardly done so when Esau came in firom huntn 
ing, and he dx^essed the meat too, and hastened 
to Isaac, saying, as Jacob had done, '' Let my 
father arise, and eat of his son's venison, that 
thy soul may bless me/' 
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Then the venerable' blind man was very 
much troubled, and asked, "Who art thou?" 
And this time the son answered truly, *^ I am 
thy son, thy first-born, Esau/' Then Isaac, 
overcome at the deceit practised upon him, be- 
gan to tremble exceedingly, and he said, " Who ? 
where is he that hath taken venison, and 
brought it to me, and I have eaten of all before 
thou earnest, and have blessed him ? yea, and 
he shall be blessed.'* 

When Esau heard this, he was cut to the 
heart, and he cried with a great and exceeding 
bitter cry, and said, " Bless me, even me also, 
my father." Then Isaac bowing himself down 
over his cherished son, gave way to his grief 
over both children, saying, " Thy brother came 
with subtilty, and hath taken away thy bless- 
ing." 

Upon this Esau's anger agaitist Jacob burst 
out, and in his heart he hated Ms brother. He 
remembered how he had sold his birthright, 
and alluding to the meaning of the name Jacob, 
(a supplanter, or one who takes another's 
place,) Esau exclaimed, " Is he not rightly 
named Jacob ? for he hath supplanted me 
these two times : he took away my birthright, 
and behold now he hath taken away my bless- 
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ing!'' But he went on to ask his father, 
" Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me ?*' 

Isaac answered him doubtfully, perhaps he 
was thinking that Esau had been to blame in 
despising his birthright, and so had less right 
to complain. '* Behold," he said, *' I have 
made Jacob thy lord, and all his brethren have 
I given to him for servants ; and with corn and 
wine have I sustained him ; and what shall I 
do now unto thee, my son ?" 

It is a very fearful thing to despise or neglect 
any of God's gifts, whether they be warnings, 
or lessons, or mercies. S. Paul calls Esau " a 
profane person," because he had done so, and 
now it was too late to recall that act, although 
he would have given all the world to do so^ 
Esau wept bitterly, but what was done could 
not be undone. Then he said to his father, 
" Hast thou but one blessing, my father ? bless 
me, even me also, O my father !" 

Isaac had lived humbly in God's sight, he 
was full of deep trusting faith, and now though 
he was greatly troubled at the conduct of both 
his children, he trusted all to God, Who had 
led him so wonderfully through his long life, 
(for he was now quite an old man) and with 
" faith concerning things to come," he blessed 
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Esau with the blessing that the Lord put into 
his heart. " Behold," he said, ** thy dwelling 
shall be the &tness of the earth, and of the dew 
of heaven from above. And by thy sword 
shalt thou live, and shalt 6erve thy brother; 
and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have 
the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke 
from oflf thy neck.'* 

Esau was forced to be content with this 
blessing ; but he went out from his father with 
a heart full of bitterness and hatred towards 
Jacob. Instead of thinking tenderly and grate- 
fully of the blessing he had received, and 
cherishing his aged father for his remaining 
days, he only thought with impatience of the 
time when Isaac should die, and he might give 
vent to his anger towards Jacob. " The days 
of mourning for my father are at hand : then 
will I slay my brother Jacob." 

Rebekah was told what Esau had said, and 
she was very much frightened, knowing how 
violent Esau wasj and that he no doubt would 
kill his brother if he could. So she called 
Jacob, and toM him that he must go away 
to Haran in Mesopotamia, h^ own country, 
and stay there with her brother Laban, until 
Esau's anger was past. She therefore per- 
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suaded Isaac that it would be well to send 
Jacob to Haran, for fear he should marry a 
woman of Canaan, as Esau had done. Isaac's 
heart must have filled as he thought of those 
days long past, of his own father and mother, 
and of the days when Rebekah came from 
that far-off Mesopotamia to be his wife. So 
though in sending Jacob away, he could no more 
expect to see him in this world, the aged man 
resolved to do as Rebekah urged. Then he bid 
Jacob promise not to marry a Canaanite woman, 
but told him to go to his mother's family, and 
take a wife from among his cousins. Once 
more he solemnly blessed Jacob, saying, *• God 
Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, 
and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a mul- 
titude of people ; and give thee the blessing of 
Abraham, to thee and to thy seed after thee ; 
that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou 
art a stranger, which God gave to Abraham." 

Then Isaad sent his youngest son away, still 
in i&ith, that God would fulfil His promises in 
him, and assui^d that though he should see 
Jacob no more on earth, that the angel which 
hitherto had watched over him (Gen. xlviii. 16) 
would go forth with him, and lead him through 
whatever troubles might be. appointed for him. 
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JACOB'S JOURNEY. 

Thus Jacob left his parents and his home, 
and went towards the land of Syria. As he 
travelled the sun set, and darkness came over 
him ; probably he was thinking about home, 
about his aged father, whom he had grieved ; 
and about his mother, who loved him so fondly ; 
and perhaps too now that they were parted, he 
thought sorrowfully about his twin brother 
Esau, and wished they had not quarrelled. 
And so musing, he found himself overtaken by 
the night, and far from any dwelling place. 
So Jacob determined to rest where he was all 
night ; he took some stones for pillows, and 
lay down to sleep. When he had fallen asleep, 
God sent him a dream or vision to guide and 
comfort him on his way. 

There was a very very long ladder, one end 
resting on the earth, and the other reaching up 
to heaven ; and God's holy angels were going 
up and down it between heaven and earth. 
Above the ladder the Lord Himself stood, and 
He spoke to Jacob, and said, '' I am the Lobd 
God of Abraham thy father, and the God of 
Isaac : the land whereon thou liest, to thee will 
I give it, and to thy seed. And thy seed shall 
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be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west and to the east, 
and to the north and to the south ; and in thee 
and in thy seed shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed. And behold, I am with thee, 
and will keep thee in all places whither thou 
goest, and will bring thee again into this land ; 
for I will not leave thee, until I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of." 

Then Jacob awoke, and he said, " Surely the 
Lord is in this place, and I knew it not." 
And as he lay there in the still night, a 
great awe came over his soul, and he said, 
" How dreadful is this place ! this is none other 
but the house of God, and this is the gate 
of heaven." Then early in the morning, as 
soon as it was light, Jacob rose up, and took 
the stone on which his head had rested during 
that wonderful night vision, and made an altar 
of it, anointing it, that is, pouring oil upon it, 
and he called the name of the place Bethel, 
a name meaning the house of God ; and made 
a solemn vow before God, that if He would in- 
deed be with him, and keep him during his wan- 
derings, and be his support, till he should come 
back in peace and safety to his father*s home, 
then he would make there a fitting house for 
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God, and offer to Him a tenth part, or tithe of 
all he possessed. Then he continued on his 
journey, with a new life iand hope in him surely, 
sitice that gracious promise from his God that 
he should not go forth alone into the trials and 
troubles of a strange country, and strange 
people around him. 



JACOB IN HARAN. 

\ 

Jacob journeyed on till he came near to 
Haran, atid at last he came to a well, by the 
side of which three flocks of sheep were wait- 
ing to be watjered. There was a great stone 
upon the mouth of the well, and the shepherds 
were obliged to wait until all the neighbouring 
flocks were gathered together, and then they 
rolled away the great stone, and gave all the 
sheep water. Jacob waited with them, and 
began to talk with the shepherds, and asked if 
they knew Laban, the son of Nahor ? They 
said that they did know him, that he was alive 
and well, and that the maiden who was just 
coming up with her flock to the water, was 
Laban's daughter Rachel. 

No doubt Jacob called to mind how his 
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mother Rebekah had been in like manner 
coming to the waterside when she was chosen 
to be the wife of Isaac, and his heart warmed 
towards his cousin Rachel ; probably all the 
mare, because he had been &r from his mother 
and all his friends since he left Canaan. Then 
he made haste to go and help Rachel to water 
her flock, and when that was done he told her 
who he was, and how nearly they were related ; 
and he kissed her, and wept from the very 
fulness of his heart. Rachel too was very much 
pleased ; for, probably, she too had often heard 
of her Aunt Rebekah who had gone away to 
live in a strange land, and of her cousins, 
Jacob and Esau. So she made grbat haste 
to run home and tell Laban her father who had 
come to Haran, and Laban came very joyfully 
to meet his nephew, and embraced him, and 
gave Jacob a most hearty welcome, and took 
him home. And Jacob told his uncle all the 
history of himself and his parents, and all that 
had been going on with them. Laban begged 
Jacob to stay with him, and so Jacob remained 
in his uncle's home, helping him with his 
flocks and herds, which were very large. 

After a time Laban told Jacob that although 
they were such near relations, it was but fair 
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that Jacob should have some wages for all his 
labour, and asked what he would have ? Now 
Jacob loved his cousin Bachel very much : she 
was both beautiful and amiable, and he liked 
her better than her elder sister Leah. So he 
offered to serve Laban for seven years, if he 
might then have Bachel for his wife. Laban 
agreed to this, and Jacob went on working 
hard for the seven years; and his love for 
Bachel was so great, that those long years 
seemed only as a few days to him, with the 
hope of having her for his wife. But when the 
seven years were over, Laban did not keep to 
his promise. He said that it was not the cus- 
tom of the country to give the younger sister 
in marriage before the elder ; and he gave Leah 
instead of Rachel to Jacob. However, when 
Jacob promised J;o work for him another seven 
years, he let him have Bachel too. 

Now Jacob was very angry, and though 
Leah was gentle and humble, and knew he did 
not love her, and that he cared for Bachel most, 
he hated Leah for her father's deceit. Then, 
to reward her patience, God gave Leah six sons 
and a daughter — Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and 
Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, and Dinah. But 
Rachel had no children, and she grew very en- 



Jacob's going out from haran. 85 

vious of Leah, and complained bitterly because 
she had no little ones of her own. For some 
time Bachel's eager intreaties that God would 
give her children were not granted ; perhaps 
because she asked too impatiently, and without 
submitting her will to God's. But at length 
God saw fit to give what she asked — it might 
be when at last she had learnt to care more for 
pleasing Him than for having her own way; 
and God gave her a son, who was called 
Joseph. 



JACOB'S GOING OUT FROM HARAN. 

Soon after Joseph's birth, his father Jacob 
grew anxious to return to his own country, Ca- 
naan, and to his father's house ; for Jacob loved 
their home, and the place where he had been 
born himself, better than the land of Haran. 
But when he spake of leaving Haran, his father- 
in-law Laban would not hear of it, and begged 
hind to stay yet awhile ; since it was plain that 
God had blessed Laban's flocks and herds for 
Jacob's sake. 

At last they agreed that Jacob should stay 
for a time, on condition that he should have a 
part of Laban's cattle ; for all this time he had 
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no property of his own. So Laban agreed to 
give Jacob all the brown sheep, and all the 
speckled and spotted goats among his flocks ; 
and God blessed Jacob's share instead of 
Laban's, who had been deceitful and covetous 
in all his dealings with Jacob. So now all the 
best lambs and kids that were bom in the 
flocks were either brown or speckled ; and thus 
Jacob soon had the best flocks and herds. 

Now when Laban and his sons saw this, they 
were angry, and complained very much ; smd 
Laban altered towards Jacob, and became cold 
and unkind. Then the Lord spoke to Jacob, 
and said, '' Return to the land of thy fathers, 
and to thy kindred, and I will be with thee. I 
am the God of Bethel, where thou^ anoiQtedst 
the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto 
Me. Now arise, get th^e out of this land, 
and return unto the land of thy kindredv'' 
And Jacob spoke to Rachel and L^ih, aadtold 
them all about it. He reminded them how he 
had served their father with all his vight, and 
how Laban had deceived and cheated him over 
and over again, and that now his fiatliier^-in^law 
was quite changed, and unkind. in ^ numner to 
him. He told them too how God had* spoken 
to him, and bid him leave Laban's countiy and 
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return to his own. Bachel and Leah botii said 
they were quite willing and ready to go forth 
whenever Jacob wished. They too felt like 
strangers in their father's house, and they 
begged Jacob to obey God's orders, and go 
forth. 

Then Jacob made ready to leave Haran. He 
collected all his flocks and herds, and all the 
property he had gained of late, and he took all 
his family ; and one day, when Laban was ab- 
sent sheep-shearing, Jacob mounted Leah and 
Rachel on camels, and they all went away, not 
telling Laban what they were going to do. 
They crossed the river, and . went towards 
Mount Gilead ; and they had gone three days' 
journey before Laban found out what had hap- 
pened, and that they had left him. 

Laban was very angry, and called together 
his sons and relations, in order to pursue 
Jacob ; and ^r seven d^ys they went after him, 
until at Mount Gilead they canie up with him 
and his family. . Jacob had pitched his tents, 
and .waa resting on the mountain side. When 
he saw Laban's troop coming after him, per- 
haps Jacob felt anxious^ for what was to cp^e ; 
but he woul4 remember God's promise tq h^ 
with him, and take care of him. An/i GiO{P^ 



88 RBADING8 FROM HOLIT 8CRIPTURB. 

Himself kept that promise ; for in the night 
He spoke to Laban, and warned him not to be 
hasty in his dealings with Jacob. So Laban 
pitched his tent quietly, and went to Jacob and 
spoke rather in sorrowful than violent lan- 
guage. 

" What hast thou done," he asked, " that 
thou hast stolen away unawares to me, and 
carried away my daughters, as captives taken 
with the sword? Wherefore didst thou flee 
away secretly, and steal away from me, and 
didst not tell me, that I might have sent thee 
away with mirth and with songs, with tabret 
and with harp ? and hast not suffered me to 
kiss my grandsons and my daughters ? Thou 
hast now done foolishly in so doing." 

Then he told Jacob how God had spoken to 
him in the night, and bid him do no hurt to 
any of them. 

Jacob said that he was afraid Laban would 
have detained him, had he said what he meant 
to do ; and then he grew excited, and re- 
proached Laban with his deceit and unkind- 
ness during the twenty years they had lived to- 
gether ; and he ended by saying, '' Except the 
God of my father, the God of Abraham and 
the fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely 
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thou hadst sent me away now empty. God 
hath seen mine affliction and the labour of my 
hands, and rebuked thee yesternight/' 

Then Laban was afraid, for he knew that 
God was indeed with Jacob ; and he said that 
after all Jacob's wives were his own daughters, 
and Jacob's children his grandsons, and that 
there should be peace and goodwill between 
them. So they made a covenant or promise — 
on Jacob's part that he would be kind and 
tender to Laban's daughters ; and on Laban's 
part that he would not pursue Jacob any fur- 
ther. So they built a watch-tower, as a sign 
of their agreement, and called it Mizpah, or 
(Graleed, which means '^ the heap of witness," 
and said, '^ The Lord watch between me and 
thee, when we are absent one from another. 
The God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, 
the God of their father, judge betwixt us." 

Then Jacob offered a solemn sacrifice to 
God, and they all feasted together; and the 
next morning Laban kissed his daughters and 
grandchildren, and gave them his blessing, and 
went peacefully back to Haran. 
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THE MEETING OF JACOB AND ESAU. 

When Laban was gone, Jacob began to move 
also ; and Gop sent some of His holy angels 
(whom He always sends to minister to them 
who are heirs of salvation) to meet him and 
strengthen him. Probably JaCob was per- 
mitted to have bis eyes opened, to see the 
many legions of angels of which our Blessed 
Lord spake, and which were seen many years 
after by Elisha's servant, — those glorious hosts 
of angels that " do the Lord's pleasure," and 
are mightier than kings and kingdoms, and yet 
(Christ Himself has told us) watch lovingly 
over each little Christian child, and stand be- 
fore the Face of Goo to care for him. Jacob 
was filled with awe at what he saw, and said, 
'' This is God's Host ;" and he called the place 
where he met the angels Mahanaim, whibh 
means Two Hosts. 

Jacob was now coming near to t^e land of 
Seir, in Edom, where . Esau was ; and he sent 
messengers on to his brother, bearing a very 
humble, peace-making message. '^ Thy ser- 
vant Jacob saith thus : I have sojourned with 
Laban, and stayed there until now, and I have 
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oxen and asses, flocks, and manservants and 
womenservants ; and I have sent to tell my 
lord, that I may find grace in thy sight." 

But Jacob's niessenger^ came back, saying 
that Esau. was coming to meet his brother with 
four hundred men. Jacob was very much dis- 
tressed aqd greatly afraid when he heard this. 
He sought strength aqd help directly in prayer, 
calling, upoi^ the Goo of h^ father Isaac, Who 
had hitherto so merci^Uy protected him and 
led him thrpugh s^U dangers, to deliver him 
an4 bis wivejs and,. ohUdren from the anger of 
Esau ; at the s^n:^ tiof^ h.unp^bly confessing that 
he was not worthy of the l^t of God's mercies. 

Then Jacob divided his family, and his flocks 
and herds ^nd. camels intp two companies, so 
ths^t if . E^iau should fight with one the other 
might escape. He also took a great many of 
bis cattle, — qamels and. bulls, and cows, asses, 
sheep and goats, for a present to Esau, and sent 
them in droves in front, with orders to the ser- 
vants thjat drove them, if th^ met Esau, to s^y 
that th^y were a present to the lord Esau from 
his servant Jacob. 

Th^n Jacob tpok his wives and children over 
the ford of the river, and sent them on, and he 
stayed behind alone. 
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Then he was again favoured with the presence 
of one of God's holy Angels, with whom he 
pleaded most earnestly, weeping and making 
supplication unto Him (Hosea xii. 4) till he 
prevailed with that Holy Being. For when 
the day began to dawn, the Angel said, " Let 
Me go, for the day breaketh." And Jacob, 
strong in the power of God, and knowing that 
God loves the earnest violence of a faithful 
heart, made answer, " I will not let Thee go, 
except Thou bless me.*' Then the Angel said, 
"What is thy name?" (not because He did not 
know, but to fulfil Gob^^b message.) Jacob 
told his name, — and the Angel said, " Thy 
name shall no more be called Jacob, but Is- 
rael," (which means a Prince of God,) " for as 
a prince hast thou power with God and with 
men, and hast prevailed." THen Jacob asked 
the Angel saying, " Tell me, I pray Thee, Thy 



name." 



But this was not to be-^^and the awful Being 
made answer, " Wherefore is it that thou dost 
ask after My Name ?" and He gave Jacob His 
Blessing. Then Jacob knew that God Him- 
self had come to His servant in the Form of 
an Angel, and he said, " I have seen God Face 
to face, and my life is preserved." Therefore 
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he called that place Peniel, which means the 
Face of God. 

After this, after having stood Face to face 
with God, how should Jacob fear the face 
of any living man? So when he saw thslt 
Esau was coming very near, he gave the chil- 
dren into the care of their mothers, putting 
Rachel and Joseph last of all, in the most safe 
place — and then went calmly forward to meet 
his brother. Jacob made very humble and 
lowly obeisances, and then Esau ran to meet 
him, and embraced Jacob lovingly, and fell on 
his neck and kissed him ; and they both wept 
— sorrowing no doubt over their past quarrels, 
and also softened with remembrances of their 
boyish days, and of the venerable father and 
the tender mother whom they had in past 
days grieved with their quarrels. 

After awhile Esau saw the women and chil- 
dren, and asked about them, and Jacob told 
his brother that they were the gifts God had 
graciously given him; and he brought them 
separately to be made known to Esau. Esau 
asked too about the droves of cattle he had 
met, and when Jacob said they were a present 
meant to find grace in his brother's sight, Esau 
at first refused to take them. But Jacob in- 



94 READINGS FROM HOLY BCRlPTUItB. 

treated him, saying, " Nay, I pray thee, if now 
1 have found grace in thy sight, then receive 
my present at my hand, for therefore have I 
seen thy face, as though I had seen the Face of 
God, and thou wast pleased with me. Take, I 
pray thee, my blessing that is brought to' thee, 
because God hath dealt graciously with me, 
and because I have enough/' 

Then Esau accepted the present, and he 
begged Jacob to travel with him into Seir; 
but Jacob chose rather to fdllow gently because 
of the women anid young children. Hence- 
forth the two brothers were reconciled. 



THE DEATH OF RACHEL. 

For some time Jacob dwelt at a city 6f Ca- 
naan called Shalem, until the Lord desired 
him to leave that place, and go to Bethel, and 
build there the altar to God that he had vowed 
when he was flying from the anger of Esau. 

Forthwith Jacob obeyed, and he and all his 
family went to Bethel, ^nd built the altar. 
Then God again appeared to Jacob and blessed 
him, repeating that his name i^ould henceforth 
be Israel, and promising that many nations and 
kings should descend from him, and that the 
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land promised to Abraham and Isaac, should 
indeed belong to Jacob's children. Then Ja- 
cob travelled on, for he had not yet come to 
his father Isaac. But when they reached 
Ephrath, or Bethlehem, Rachel was taken very 
ill, and just after the birth of a second son, she 
died. Perhaps on her deathbed Rachel re- 
membered sadly her impatience formerly with 
God when He gave her no children, for as her 
soul was departing, she called her baby Benoni, 
which means " the son of my sorrow." But 
Jacob loved this little one more than all his 
other children for-Rachel's sake, and he would 
not call him by that mournful name, but in- 
stead named him Benjamin — or " the son of 
my right hand." Then Jacob buried Rachel, 
the wife he had so fondly loved, in Ephrath, 
(that Bethlehem where in future years our 
Blessed Lord was to be born.) He set up a 
pillar to mark her grave, and very many years 
after, the place was known as Rachel's sepul- 
chre (1 Sam. X. 2.) 

Then Jacob journeyed on till he came to 
Mamre, in time to see his old father Isaac once 
more, — and a joyful sight it must have been to 
the aged patriarch, who had parted from Jacob, 
never expecting to see him again in this world. 
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But be was now a very old man, being one 
bundred and eigbty years old, and be died, and 
bis two sons buried bim in tbe cave of Macb- 
pelab, by tbe side of Abrabam and Sarah. 

After Isaac's deatb, tbe two brothers sepa- 
rated, as tbeir cattle was too numerous to find 
pasture in tbe same country. So Esau dwelt 
in tbe land of Seir, and bis children became 
kings and princes in Edom ; and Jacob and his 
children, according to God's command, dwelt 
in the Land of Promise, — Canaan. 



JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN. 

Time went on, and Joseph, Rachel's eldest 
son, was seventeen years old. He was a great 
favourite with his father, both for Rachel's sake 
and because be was a holy gentle boy. Israel 
made more of him than of bis elder brothers, and 
gave him a coat of many colours, which made 
them very jealous. Besides, when Joseph was 
out keeping the sheep with his brothers he saw 
them doing many wicked things, and these he 
told to tbeir father. So that altogether the 
elder brothers hated Joseph, and could not even 
speak kindly to him. 
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Another thing happened which made the 
elder brothers dislike Joseph still more. He 
told them of a dream he had, in which God set 
forth what was to be Joseph's future story. 
" Hear, I pray you," Joseph said, '' the dream 
which I have dreamed. For, behold, we were 
binding sheaves in the field, and lo, my sheaf 
arose, and also stood upright ; and behokl, your 
sheaves stood round about and made obeisanoe 
to my sheaf." Then the brothers were very 
angry, and said, ^' Shalt thou indeed reign over 
us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion 
over us ?" 

But God sent Joseph another dream of the 
same sort : that the sun and moon and eleven 
stars all made obeisanoe to him. 

When Joseph told this dream to his father 
and brothers, Israel checked him from thinking 
that he was to be greater than the rest, but he 
saw that God had sent the vision to the boy, 
and in his heart stored it up, wondering what 
God had in the future for his darling son. But 
Joseph's elder brothers grew every day envious 
and bitter against him. One day when Israeli's 
eldest sons were all taking care of their father's 
sheep at Shechem, he called Joseph, and sent 
him out thither to see how all was, and whether 

H 
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both shepherds and sheep were well, bidding 
him return when his errand was fulfilled. Jo- 
seph set off willingly, but when he got to She- 
chem, he could not find his brothers. How- 
ever, a man met him as he was seeking them, 
and told him that they were gone to Dothan. 
Then Joseph followed on to Dothan. 

Now before Joseph reached his brothers they 
saw him coming in the distance, and in the 
envy and jealousy of their hearts they consulted 
together to kill him, and get rid of him and 
his dreams. He was now quite alone and un« 
protected, far away from the father who so 
fondly loved him, and in whose presence they 
dared offer him no injury. So they planned to 
kill him, and throw his body into one of the 
deep pits of the wilderness about, and then re-» 
solved to tell their father Israel that his fa- 
vourite child had been eaten up by wild beasts. 

But the eldest of the brothers, Reuben, could 
not bring himself to so dreadful a deed. He 
rescued his young brother out of the cruel 
hands that would have slain him, and persuaded 
the others not to kill him, but only to put him 
into a pit that was near, meaning as soon as he 
could do it quietly, to take Joseph out again 
and bring him safely back to their father. So 
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the envious brothers stripped Joseph of that 
coat of many colours, of which they had been 
so jealous, and then they threw him into the 
{Ht, which was dry, so that Joseph was not 
hurt. Then, as if they had done no wrong, 
they sat down to eat and drink, and be 
merry. 

Not long after, they saw a company of travel- 
ling merchants — Ishmaelites — coming through 
the wilderness. Their professed trade was in 
spices, balm, myrrh, and such articles, but 
God's Word that Ishmael should have his hand 
against every man had been fulfilled in his de- 
scendants, and these Ishmaelite merchants often- 
times trafficked in human flesh and blood, selling 
men and women to be slaves. Joseph's bro- 
thers knew this, and therefore it came into Ju- 
dah's mind that they might make a greater gain 
of their sin than by merely kilUng Joseph, if 
they sold him to the travelling merchants. He 
proposed his plan with a mixture of real co- 
vetousness and pretended unwillingness to shed 
a brother's blood. " What. profit is it," Judah 
asked the rest, **if we slay our brother and 
conceal his blood ? Come, and let us sell him 
to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon 
him; for he is our brother and our flesh." 
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The other brothers — all except Reuben who 
was not by at the time — approved of this plan, 
80 they drew Joseph out of the pit and bar* 
gained with the merchants, who bought him 
for twenty pieces of silver, and taking posses- 
sion of the youth, continued their journey. 

Soon after, Reuben came back and went to 
the pit, but Joseph was gone. Then Reuben 
was very much distressed, and rent his clothes, 
and cried out in very great trouble to his bre- 
thren, that the child was dead ; '' And I, wbi* 
tber shall I go ?" It seems as if the nine other 
wicked brothers did not tell Reuben what they 
had really done with Joseph, probably fearii^ 
that he would go after the merchants and try 
to deliver him ; but they took Joseph's ooat of 
many colours, and dipped it into the blood of 
a kid which they killed on purpose, and then 
they took the coat all stained and bloody to 
their father Israel, and told him that they had 
found it. Israel knew that it was his darliQg 
diild's garment, and he did not for one mooaeirt 
doubt that Joseph had been torn to pieoesi by 
some wild beast out in the wilderness. ThoD 
Israel was very deq)ly grieved: he rent his 
garments and put on sackcloth, and mourned 
a long while, and nothing that his sons and 
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daughters oould say or do to console him was 
of any good ; he would not be comforted, but 
said, *^ I will go down into the grave unto my 
son mourning/' and Israel wept latterly. 

Surely then the wicked brothers mui^ have 
grieved for their dreadful sin and its results. 



JOSEPH IN EGYPT, 

While Israel was mourning over his son in 
Hebron, Joseph was carried away into Egypt 
by the merchants, whose property he bad be^ 
come. He was a very handsome comely youth, 
and no doubt they reckoned him a profitable 
piece of merchandise. They soon sold him to 
one of the chid^ nobles of Kgypt, Potiphar, who 
was captain of the guard to Pharaoh, King of 
Egypt. Potiphar soon found that Joseph wsa 
suooessfiiil in all he did : God's blessing being 
upon him ; and he grew very fond of Joseph, and 
tmated him as if he bad been his own son, mak-* 
ing him head over all the household, and putting 
everything completely under his control. Goo 
blessed Potiphar's house for Joseph's sake ; so 
that all prospered wtth him, both in the house 
and in the field. Potiphar took no count of 
anything himself^ but left the whole manage- 
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ment of his property to Joseph. Thus, though 
really a slave, Joseph was in a most honourable 
and prosperous position. But it was not to 
last. Potiphar's wife was a very wicked wo- 
man, and she tried to tempt Joseph into being 
as bad as herself; and when she found that she 
could not make him deceive his master and 
disobey God's commands, she was determined 
to revenge herself upon him. So she told lies 
about him to her husband Potiphar, till he, be- 
lieving her wicked tales, was very angry, and 
taking away all that he had intrusted to Joseph , 
Potiphar put him in prison. 

Joseph went to prison, however, with a light 
heart, for he knew that he was suffering for 
doing right, and he was very sure that God, 
Who had blessed him before, would not fail 
him now, when he was persecuted for righteous- 
ness' sake. Accordingly, the Lord was with 
Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him 
favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 
Soon the jailor trusted Joseph just as Potiphar 
had done before, giving him charge over all the 
prisoners, and letting him do whatever he 
pleased among them in the prison. And just as 
God's blessing had been upon Potiphar 's house 
while Joseph was in it, so now that blessing 
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rested upon the prison and the jailor's house, 
for the sake of His faithful servant Joseph. 



JOSEPH IN THE PRISON. 

Aftbb a time the king was displeased with 
two of his chief officers — the butler (or cup- 
bearer), and the chief baker; and they were 
put into the prison .where Joseph was. The 
jailor gave them into Joseph's charge, and he 
served them and took care of them. No doubt 
the changes and chances of life which Joseph 
had already gone through, young as he was, 
had made him very tender over the misfortunes 
of others ; and specially among the sorrowful 
dejected prisoners with whom he now lived, he 
would be anxious to minister and bring com- 
fort, leading them to know and serve the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob his fathers. Whom 
be served himself, and Who had so mercifully 
protected him ^mid so many dangers. So 
Joseph took good care of these two chief 
officers, and for some time they continued in 
prison. 

Now it happened one morning that when 
Joseph came in to them as usual, he found both 
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the chief butler and the chief bakw VBty sad 
and downcast. So he asked them, ** Where* 
fore look ye so sadly to-day ?" Then they told 
Joseph that they had each had a dream in the 
past night, which seemed to have some weighty 
meaning — but there was no one at hand who 
could interpret — ^that is, explain, this meaning. 
Joseph answered them by asking if all su<di 
things were not in God's Hand f and then he 
asked to hear the dreams. So the chief butler 
began first. He said, ** In my dream, behold a 
▼ine was before me, and in the vine were three 
branches, and it was as though it budded, and 
the blossoms shot forth, and the clusters thereof j 
brought forth ripe grapes. And Pharaoh's oq^ 
was in my hand, and I took tlie grapecl, and 
pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave 
the cup into Pharaoh's hand." 

Then it pleased Gon to make known to 
Joseph the meaning of the chief butler's drsam, 
and he told it, saying, '' The three branchoB are 
three days ; and yet within .three days idbaH 
Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee 
unto thy place, and thou shalt deliver Pha* 
raoh's cup into his hand, after the former man- 
ner when thou wast his butler." 

Of course the chief butler was very much 



JOSEPH IK VHS pmiaoir. ' 105 

pleased to hear Buch a ^fol me«mtig given to 
his dream, and it did bat seem natural that 
Joseph aboold go on to say, '^ But think of me 
when it shall be well with thee, and show kind* 
ness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention 
of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this 
house* For indeed I was stolen away out of 
the land of the Hebrews, and here also have I 
done liothing that they should put me into ihe 
dungeon." The chief butler promised all 
Joseph asked ; and then the chief baker, hoping 
that his dream wonld be as hopefully explained 
as that of his Companion, began to t^ it. '^ I 
also was in my dream," he said, ^^ and behold, 
I had three white baskets on my bead, and in 
the uppermost basket there was all manner of 
bakemeats for Pharaoh ; and the birds did eat 
them out of the basket upon my head." 

But the meaning which God showed to 
Joseph in this dream was very far different from 
that of the butler's dream. Joseph said, '' This 
is the interpretation thereof. The three baskets 
are three days; yet within three days shall 
Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, and 
shall hmig thee on a tree, and the birds shall 
eat thy flesh from off thee/' 

HdW anxiously these two men must have 
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waited for the third day, which was the King 
of Egypt's hirthday, on which he made a great 
feast for all his officers and servants 1 At 
length it came ; and according to the vrordB 
Joseph had spoken, Pharaoh took hoth the two 
prisoners out of their prison, and he restored 
the chief hutler to his place again, and gave 
him back the office of cupbearer. to the King ; 
but the chief baker was sent away from Court, 
and condemned to be hanged. 

No doubt Jie recollected Joseph, and the 
words spoken by him ; but the chief butler, in 
his prosperity, forgot all about the young He»- 
brew who had been so kind and thoughtful to 
his fellow-prisoners, and who had explained 
their dreams so faithfully. So Joseph coir- 
tinued in prison, and but for his strong faith jn 
the Goodness and Mercy of God, he must now 
have felt as if he was quite forsaken, and had 
no hope left of ever being again in freedom. 



PHAKAOH'S DREAM. 



Two long years passed away, and Joseph was 
still in prison. The chief butler had never onoe 
thought of Joseph, or of his promises, till one 
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night King* Pharaoh dreamed a dream which 
troubled him very sorely, and when morning 
came he sent for all the wise men of the land, 
and all the magicians, and told them what he 
had dreamed, and asked what was the meaning 
of his dream. But no one could tell him any- 
thing about it, and Pharaoh was more and 
more troubled. Then the chief butler remem- 
bered what had happened in the prison, and 
how his young fellow-prisoner had explained 
those dreams, and how true all Joseph said had 
been proved ; and then his heart smote him for 
his ingratitude to the young Hebrew, and he 
was very sorry. So the chief butler went to the 
King, and told him all about it, accusing him- 
self of his forgetfulness, and telling the whole 
story of the dreams, and how they had come to 
pass just as Joseph had said. 

Then Pharaoh sent directly for Joseph, and 
he was brought hastily out of prison, and only 
just allowed to change his dress, that he might 
be fit to appear before the King, and then he 
was brought to Pharaoh. 

Pharaoh was waiting anxiously in the hope 
of having his dream made plain ; and as soon 
as Joseph came before him, he said, " I have 
dreamed a dream, and there is none that can 
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interpret it ; and I have heard say* of thee that 
thou canst understand a dream to interpret it." 

Then Joseph explained to the King that it 
was by no wisdom of his own that he could do 
what was wished ; but only as 6od was pleased 
to speak in him. *'It is not in me/' be 
said, " OoD shall give Pharaoh an answer of 
peace." 

So Pharaoh told his dream to Joseph. It 
was this. He dreamed that he stood on the 
bank of the river, when forth from the river 
came seven kine, fiat and well looking, and they 
fed in the meadow hard by. And soon after 
came from the river seven more kine, but these 
were poor, thin, and very ill looking b^ists, 
such as the King had never seen in the land of 
Egypt, they were so bad. ' Then these thin ugly 
kine ate up the fat handsome ones, axid 3ret 
they were as thin when they bad done so as 
before. Then the King awoke. But be went to 
sleep again, and dreamed the same sort of 
dream once more. This time he saw a stalk of 
wheat grow up, having seven full good ears 
upon it, and afterwards another with seven thin 
withered ears, all btighted by the east wind. 
And the thin bad ears ate up the good ones. 
The King told Joseph how he had in vain 
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soisght to have the meaning of these dreams 
given him by all his wise men* 

Then Joseph spoke, and told the King that 
both dreams had the same meaning. ''Gon 
hath showed Pharaoh what He is about to do* 
Behold there come seven years of great plenty 
throughout all the land of Egypt ; and there 
shall arise after them seven years of famine, 
and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land 
of Egypt ; and the famine shall consume ihe 
land ; and the plenty shall not be known in the 
land by reason of that famine following, for it 
shall be very grievous. And for that the dream 
was doubled unto Pharaoh twice ; it is because 
the thing is established by God, and God wiU 
shortly bring it to pass." Then Joseph recom- 
mended Pharaoh to look out for some wise 
and discreet man who should be set over the 
whole country, and see that the King's officers 
gathered up a Mh part of all the com that 
should grow during the firt^ seven years of 
plenty^ and take care to have it stored up 
against the years of famine that were to follow, 
so that all the people might not perish of want« 

The King and all his advisers were weU 
pleased with this counsel, and made ready to 
follow it. Then Pharaoh said, '' Can we find 
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Buch a one as this is, a man in whom the 
Spirit of God is ?" So he sent for Joseph, 
and said to him, ''Forasmuch as God hath 
showed thee all this, there is none so discreet 
and wise as thou art ; thou shalt be over my 
house, and according unto thy word shall all my 
people be ruled : only in the throne will I be 
greater than thou. See, I have set thee over 
all the land of Egypt.'' Then Pharaoh took 
off his own signet ring, and put it upon Joseph's 
finger, and gave him royal garments, and a gold 
chain such as kings wore, and also a chariot 
only second in splendour to Pharaoh's own ; 
and when Joseph went forth, the officers that 
went before him cried to the people to bow 
down before him, as though he were king ; and 
so he became a ruler over the kingdom of 
Egypt as great as Pharaoh himself, for it 
seemed as if the King could not do enough for 
Joseph. Pharaoh gave him for his wife Asenath, 
the daughter of Poti-pherah, the prince-priest 
of On, and they had two sons ; the first Joseph 
called Manasseh, which means Forgetting, be- 
cause God had made him to forget all his early 
trials and sorrows. The next son was called 
Ephraim, or Fruitful, because Joseph said, 
'' God hath caused me to be fruitful in the 
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land of my affliction.'^ Joseph was thirty- 
years old at the time that he was thus raised 
from being a lowly captive to as great honour 
as a king. 



THE FAMINE IN EGYPT. 

All that God had made known to Pharaoh 
through Joseph came to pass. For seven years 
there was such plenty as had never been known, 
"the earth brought forth by handfuls," we 
read in the Bible. All that time Joseph was 
very busy going throughout the land, and see- 
ing that everywhere the abundant harvest was 
carefully stored up in granaries. At last such 
an immense quantity of food was stored up, 
that Joseph left off keeping any count of the 
quantity — it was as abundant '' as the sand of 
the sea.^' It was well for all the people that 
such foresight had been used, since when the 
seven years of plenty came to an end, the seven 
years of famine began, and the want of food in 
Egypt and all the neighbouring countries was 
very great. No other country had stored up 
food in the way God had taught Joseph to do, 
and everywhere there was great suffering. 
When the Egyptians had used up their private 
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stores, Joseph opened the storehouses, and sold 
out provisicm, and before long not only the 
Egyptians but the people from all the surroond* 
ing countries came flocking in to buy food 
from Joseph. 

Now the famine was as bad in the Land of 
Canaan as elsewhere, and after a while Jacob 
and his sons were like the rest, in great need. 
Then Jacob said to his sons, '' Behold, I have 
heard that there is com in Egypt; get 3^ou 
down thither, and buy for us from thence, that 
we may live and not die.^' 

So Jacob sent all his sons to Egypt, except 
Benjamin, but he would not send this his fa- 
vourite youngest son, the only child of his dear 
Rachel now left to him, for fear any harm 
should haf^en, as it had to Joseph when be 
had been trusted away from his father. The 
ten brothers set off accordii^y, and caoae to 
Egypt, little imagining that the great goTcmor 
of Egypt, whose praises were in ererybody's 
mouth, was that rery brother of whom they 
bad been so jealous, and whom they had sold 
to be a slave. They came like the xeat pf the 
people before Joseph, and bowed themsdves 
down to the earth before him. Joseph knew 
them directly, but he saw that they did not 
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know him, and so he received them as if they 
were strangers, and spoke roughly to them, 
and asked them whence they came ? They an* 
Swered that they came from the Land of Ca<* 
naan to buy food. Joseph remembered the 
dreams of his boyhood, and while he was look- 
ing back upon those early days, he accused his 
brothers of being spies, and having come to 
see how badly off the Egyptians were. But 
they defended themselves, and said, '' Nay, my 
lord, but to buy food are thy servants come-" 
we are all one man's sons, we are true men, thy 
servants are no spies." Still Joseph made be« 
lieve to think that they were spies* Then they 
tried to convince him, saying, " Thy servants 
are twelve brethren, the sons of one man in the 
Land of Canaan, and behold the young^t is 
this day with our father, and one is not/' 

Then Joseph told them that if they chose to 
prove they were not spies, they might send one 
home to bring this youngest brother, but that 
the rest should be kept in prison till it was 
proved whether they spoke the truth or notr 
So he put them all in prison for three days^ 
and at the end of that time Joseph sent for hii^ 
brothers again, and said, ^* This do and live, 
for I fear Gop. If ye be true men, let one of 

I 
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your brethren be bound in the house of your 
prison : go ye, carry corn for the famine of 
your houses, but bring your youngest brother 
unto me, so shall your words be verified, and 
ye shall not die.'* 

Joseph spoke to the Hebrews through an 
interpreter, and did not tell them that he un- 
derstood their language ; so now they talked 
to one another as if they had been alone ; and 
in their trouble the remembrance of past sin 
came upon them, and they said, alluding to 
their cruelty to Joseph, " We are verily guilty 
concerning our brother, in that we saw the 
anguish of his soul when he besought us, and 
we would not hear ; therefore is this distress 
come upon us." Then Reuben said to the 
others, '' Spake I not unto you, saying. Do not 
sin against the child ; and ye would not hear ? 
therefore behold, also, his blood is required." 

When Joseph heard all this, he was so 
touched that he could not speak for weeping ; 
so he turned away till he had recovered him- 
self, and then came back to his brothers. But 
he would not yet make himself known to them ; 
and after some further conversation, he caused 
Simeon to be taken and put in prison as a 
lipstage. The others made ready to depart ; 
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they laded their asses with sacks of com, 
and received provisions for their journey from 
Joseph, arid set forthwith heavy hearts ; dread- 
ing to meet their father and tell him that 
another of his sons was missing, and feeling 
bitterly that their trouble was sent as a punish- 
ment for past sins. 

Joseph had given orders that the money his 

brothers had brought to buy corn with should 

be put into their sacks again, and when they 

got to the inn where they rested one of them 

opened the sack, and there at the top he found 

his money. When he told his brothers about 

it they were astonished, and their hearts failed 

them, and they said one to another, " What is 

this that God hath done unto us ?'* They were 

still more surprised when on reaching home, 

after they had told their father all that had 

happened, they undid the other sacks, and 

found the price of each sack of corn at the top. 

They could not understand it, and both they 

and their father were v^ry much afraid. 

Jacob said sorrowfully to his remaining sons, 

** Me have ye bereaved of my children ; Joseph 

is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take 

Benjamin away; all these things are against 

me/' And he would not let Benjamin go 
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down to Egypt, lest instead of delivering 
Simeon, be were but lost also. Tben Reuben 
intreated his father to trust Benjamin with 
him, saying, " Slay my two sons if I bring him 
not to thee ; deliver him into my hand, and I 
will bring him to thee again." But Jacob 
would not be persuaded. " My son shall not 
go down with you," he said, '' for his brother 
is dead,. and he is left alone; if mischief befid 
him by the way in which ye go, then shall ye 
bring my grey hairs with sorrow to the grave/' 



THE SECOND VISIT TO EGYPT. 

For a time matters went on quietly ; Simeon 
remained in Egypt, and Jacob and the rest 
lived upon the com that had been brought 
from thence. But the famine continued very 
grievous ; all their stores were eaten up, and 
once more Jacob bid his sons go into Egypt 
and buy food. 

Then Judah spoke to his father, saying, 
" The man did solemnly protest unto us, say- 
ing, 'Ye shall not see my face, except your 
brother be with you.' If thou wilt send our 
brother with us, we will go down and buy thee 
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food, but if thou wilt not send him, we will 
not go down ; for the man said unto us, ' Ye 
shall not see my face, except your brother 
be with you." " 

Poor Jacob was sorely troubled, and he an- 
swered, " Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, as 
to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother ?" 
But they said, '* The man asked us straitly of 
our state, and of our kindred, saying, ' Is your 
&ther yet alive? have ye another brother?* 
and we told him according to the tenor of these 
words. Could we certainly know that he would 
say, ' Bring your brother down ?' '' 

Then Judah intreated his father to yield, say- 
ing, " Send the lad with me, and we will arise 
and go, that we may live, and not die, both we 
and thou and our little ones. I will be surety 
for him; of my hand shalt thou require him, if 
I bring him not unto thee, and set him before 
thee, then let me bear the blame for ever." 
And he urged Jacob, saying, ''Except we 
had lingered, surely now we had returned this 
second time.'' 

It was a sorie struggle to Jacob, but at length 
he gave way ; but in hopes of pleasing this 
dreaded Egyptian governor, he determined to 
send him such presents as were possible in the 
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present state of famine. '^ If it must be sd 
now, do this ; take of the best fruits in the 
land in your vessels, and carry down to the 
man a present, — a little balm and a little 
honey, spices and myrrh, nuts and almonds ; 
and take double money in your hand ; and the 
knoney that was brought again in the mouth of 
your sacks, carry it again in your hand, perad- 
venture it was an oversight. Take also your 
brother, and arise, go again unto the man, and 
God Almighty give you mercy before the man, 
that he may send away your other brother, and 
Benjamin. If I be bereaved of my children, 
I am bereaved." 

Accordingly the little party of brothers set 
out again, Benjamin being one of the number ; 
and they took double money, and the present 
their father sent ; and so they came to Egypt 
and went at once to Joseph. As soon as 
Joseph saw Benjamin, the only other child of 
his own mother, his heart yearned upon him ; 
but all he did then was to bid the steward 
of his household to take the Hebrew men home 
to Joseph's house, and make a feast, and cause 
them to dine with him at noon. 
, The steward obeyed Joseph's orders, but the 
Hebrew visitors were very much alarmed at be- 
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log thus taken to Joseph's house^ and they said 
to each other, '* Because of the money that was 
returned in our sacks at the first time are we 
brought in, that he may seek occasion against 
us, and fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, 
and our asses." So the first thing they did 
was to tell the steward how surprised they had 
been about the returned money, and that they 
had now brought it back again, as well as other 
money. But the steward quieted their fears, 
saying, " Peace be to you, fear not, your God 
jind the God of your father hath given you 
treasure in your sacks — I had your money.'* 

Then the steward brought Simeon to them, 
and treated them very kindly, giving them 
water to refresh themselves with^ and feeding 
their asses, syid told them that it was the go- 
vernor's pleasure that they should dine with 
him. So they made ready their present, and 
when Joseph came home at noon, they brought 
it to him, and bowed themselves down to the 
ground before him. He spoke very kindly to 
them, and asked, '* Is your father well ? the old 
man of whom ye spake, is he yet alive ?" And 
they answered, "Thy servant our father is in 
good health — he is yet alive." And again they 
did obeisance to Joseph. Then Joseph looked 



120 READ1I4G8 FHOBI BOI«Y SCKIPTUEB. 

upon Benjamm, and asked, '' Is this your 
youngest brother, of whom ye spake unto me ?" 
And out of the fulness of bis heart he said, 
*' God be gracious unto thee, my son.'' 

By this time, Joseph was so moved that be 
qould no longer conceal his feelings, so he left 
his guests hastily, and went to his own cham* 
ber, and wept freely. Then when his fuU 
heart was somewhat relieved, he washed his 
face, and putting a strong restraint upon him- 
self, he. called for the feast, and all sat down to 
dinner. But still Joseph behaved as if he were 
an Egyptian, and had a separate meal for him- 
self according to the custom of Egypt- Jo- 
seph as the master of the house, sent porticcis 
of £Dod to all his guests, but be sent the best 
of everything to Benjamin. The brothers 
4;ould not understand it at all, and were very 
much astonished, but they were well pleased 
with their treatment, and so they all ate and 
drank, «md were very merry* 



JOSEPH MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN TO HIS 

BRETHREN. 

That evening Joseph desired his steward to 
fill the sacks of the Hebrew guests, and again 
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to put in their money, and moreover he gave 
orders that his own sUver cup should be 
put with the money into Benjamin's sack. 
With the earliest daylight the next morning the 
travellers set forth on their way home. Joseph 
waited till such time as they would have got a 
little way from the city, and then he bid his 
steward to follow and stop them, and ask what 
they meant by stealing his silver cup? The 
steward obeyed all Joseph's directions, and very 
naturally the sons of Jacob denied the accusa- 
tion, saying, '^ Wherefore saith my lord these 
words ? God forbid that thy servants should 
do according to this thing. Behold the money 
which we found in our sacks' mouths, we 
brought again unto thee out of the Land of 
Canaan, how then should we steal out of thy 
lord's house silver or gold ? With whomsoever 
of thy servants it be found, both let him die, 
and we also will be my lord's bondsmen." 

The steward agreed that whoever had the siU 
ver cup should be detained as Joseph's bond- 
man, and that the rest should go free. Then 
all the brothers made haste to open their sacks, 
anxious to prove what they felt so certain of, 
that none of them had the silver cup. The 
steward began with the eldest and examined 
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them all ; one by one they triumphantly saW 
him fail in his search, until just as their anxiety 
was coming to an end, and he examined Benja- 
min's sack, the missing cup was found therein. 

Then the brothers were in utter despair, 
they rent their clothes, and one and all turned 
back to the city with the steward, and went to 
Joseph, and fell on the ground at his feet. 
Then Joseph reproached them with deceiving 
him, and Judah answered, saying, ** What shall 
we say unto my lord ? what shall we speak ? 
or how shall we clear ourselves? God hath 
found out the iniquity of thy servants, behold 
we are my lord's servants, both we^ and he also 
with whom the cup is found.'' 

Joseph wished to try them, whether they 
were selfishly thinking of themselves, and so 
would forsake Benjamin, and to this he made 
answer, " God forbid that I should do so, but 
the man in whose hand the cup is found, he 
shall be my servant, and as for you, get you up 
in peace unto your father." 

Then Judah came forth from the rest, and 
began to speak very earnestly to Joseph, " Oh 
my lord," he said, ** let thy servant, I pray 
thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and let 
not thine anger bum against thy servant, for 
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thou art even as Pharaohs My lord asked his 
servants, saying, ' Have ye a father, or a bro- 
ther ?' and we said unto my lord, * We have a 
&ther, an old man, and a child of his old age, a 
little one, and his brother is dead, and he alone 
is left of his mother, and his father loveth him.' 
And thou saidst unto thy servants, * Bring him 
down unto me, that 1 may set mine eyes upon 
him.' And we said unto my lord, ' The lad 
cannot leave his lather, for if < he should leave 
his father, his father would die/ And thou 
saidst unto thy servants, * Except your youngest 
brother come down, with you, . ye shall see my 
fece no more.'vj'. And it came to pass, when we 
came up unto- thy servant my father, we told 
him the words >^ of my lord. And our father 
said, ' Go ag^in,^ and. buy us. a little food.' 
And we said>, 5. We. cannot go dowji: if our 
youngest brother be with, us, then will we go 
down, for we maynqt see the maa'a fiice except 
our youngest brother be. with us.'.. And thy 
servant my father said unto us, ' Ye know that 
my wife bare mp two. sons, and the one went 
out from^^me, and I. said, Suiely he is torn in 
pieces, and I saw .him not since, and if ye take 
this also from me, and mischief befal him, ye 
shall bring down my grey hairs with sorrow to 
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the grave.' Now therefore, when I come to 
thy servant my father, and the lad be not with 
us, seeing that his life is bound up in the 
lad's life, it shall come to pass, when he seeth 
that the lad is not with us, that he will die ; 
and thy servants shall bring down the grey 
hairs of our father with sorrow to the grave. 
For thy servant became surety for the lad unto 
my father, saying, 'If I bring him not unto 
thee> then shall I bear the blame unto my 
father for ever.' Now therefore, I pray thee, 
let thy servant abide instead of the lad a bond- 
man to my lord, and let the lad go up with his 
brethren, for how shall I go up to my fetber 
and the lad be not with ma ¥^ lest peradventure 
I see the evil that shall come on my father?" 

Judah little guessed how deeply every word 
told upon his listener, and that undec the sem- 
blance of the stern Egyptian governor, a bro- 
ther's heart was yearning over his brethren, 
and " the old man their father." When Judah 
added, Joseph could no longer restrain himself, 
but hastily bidding all his Egyptian attendants 
to leave them, he wept aloud, and made himself 
known to his wondering brothers. Amid his 
tears he said, " I am Joseph, Doth my &tther 
yet live ?" 
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But his brothers were so utterly astonished 

and so frightened^ that they could not answer 

him, and he intreated them to come near, and 

he kissed them all, and wept again and again, 

but he fell upon Benjamin's neck, and embraced 

him with double fondness, and Rachel's two 

sons once more were in each other's arms. 

Benjamin had no reason to fear Joseph, for he 

had done nothing against him, but the others 

were afiraid, remembering their past conduct* 

But Joseph comforted them, saying, "I am 

Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 

Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with 

yourselves, that ye sold me hither, for God did 

send me before you to preserve life. For these 

two years hath the famine been in the land, and 

yet there are five years, in the which there shall 

neither be earing nor harvest ; and God hath 

sent me before you to preserve you and pos* 

terity upon the earth, and to save your lives by 

a great deliverance ; so now it was not you that 

sent me hither, but God : and He hath made 

me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his 

house, and a ruler throughout all the land of 

Egypt. Haste ye, and go up to my father, and 

say unto him, "Thus saith thy son Joseph, 

God hath made me lord of all Egypt ; come 
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down unto me> tarry not, and thou shalt dwell 
in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near 
unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy 
flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast, 
and there will I nourish thee, for there are yet 
five years of famine, lest thou and thy house- 
hold, and all that thou hast, come to poverty.' 
And behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my 
brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that 
speaketh unto you. And ye shall tell my 
father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that 
ye have seen, and ye shall haste and bring 
down my father hither." 

By this time Joseph's brethren saw that there 
was no cause for fear, but that all past of- 
fences were forgiven, and that their brother 
still loved them, so they ventured to return his 
afiection, and to talk freely with him. Soon it 
became generally known that Joseph's brothers 
were come, and King Pharaoh and all his court 
joined in the rejoicings, and the king desired 
Joseph to send waggons for his father, and all 
the women and children of the family, and to 
make them welcome to all the best of the land 
of Egypt, for that all he had should be given 
for their service. 
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ISRAEL COMING TO EGYPT. 

Joseph now made arrangements for his fa-» 
ther's coming to Egypt ; he gave his brothers 
waggons and plenty of provisions, and, according 
to the Eastern custom of making presents, he 
gave handsome raiment to all his brothers ; but 
the most abundant and the best were for Ben- 
jamin, and to him Joseph also gave three hun- 
dred pieces of silver. Besides all this, Joseph 
sent twenty asses laden with the good things of 
Egypt, and with food of all kinds for his father. 

When the brothers reached Canaan, where 
Jacob must have been awaiting their return so 
anxiously, they told the wonderful news to 
their father. ** Joseph is yet alive, and he is 
governor over all the land of Egypt." 

Then Jacob's heart fainted, for he could not 
believe what was told him; and it was not 
until all Joseph's messages had been repeated 
to him, and that he saw the Egyptian waggons 
that were come for him, that his spirit revived 
within him. Then indeed it was with a thankful 
heart that the venerable patriarch said, ** It is 
enough, Joseph my son is yet alive. I will go 
and see him before I die." 
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No doubt Joseph would himself have hastened 
to his father had it not been for the great trust 
that was laid upon him in Egypt — a public 
duty which he could not forsake for his own 
private interests, however precious. So he 
remained at his post in Egypt, impatient, no 
doubt, for that happy meeting; while Israel 
prepared to leave Canaan, never to return 
thither. His was now a very large family ; for 
there were sons and daughters and grandchild- 
dren, and many servants, and much cattle. 
All these were gathered together, and set forth 
upon their journey. Israel went first to Beer- 
sheba, where his fathers had so often worshipped 
his and their God, and there he offered up spe* 
cial sacrifices to God ; and once more that God, 
Who bad so wonderfully fulfilled His promised 
blessing upon His servant Jacob, spake to him 
in the visions of the night, and bid him not fear 
to go down into Egypt, for that such was God's 
Will, and also that there he should die, and his 
&vourite son Josqph should close his dying 
eyes. 

So Israel went on in good heart, knowing 
who led him ; and he sent Judah before him to 
tell Joseph that his father was coming. Then 
directly Joseph went fortli into the land of Qo- 
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shen, and met his father, and when they met 
they could only .fall into each other's arms and 
weep for a long time. At last Israel said to 
his son> " Now let me die, since I have seen 
thy face, because thou art yet alive/* 

Then Pharaoh consented to allow Israel and 
his sons to dwell in the land of Goshen, and 
there to feed their flocks, and Joseph took his 
aged father to see the king, and Israel gave 
Pharaoh his blessing. 



ISRAEL'S DEATH. 

For seventeen years Israel continued to live 
in the land of Goshen, cared for dutifully and 
lovingly by his son Joseph, and seeing his other 
children and their families prosper and increase 
greatly. 

At last Israel felt that the tim^ w^ drawing 
nigh for his death, and he called Joseph and 
bid him swear solemnly that he would not bury 
his father in Egypt, but that he should be ca^ 
ried back to his own land, and be buried with 
his fathers. 

Soon after this Israel became worse, and 
made ready to give his children a last blessing. 

K 
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JoBeph went to his Either, taking his two 
ijrouQg 'Socis, Epbraim and Mauasseh. Israel's 
eyes were oow dim, even as his father Isaac's 
bad beem, but he took the boys and kissed and 
embraced them, and be blessed both them and 
idieir father Joseph, and said, '^ God, before 
WluMzi my faithers Abraiham and Isaac did walk, 
the Goo Which fed rine all my Me long unto 
tills day, the Angel which redeemed me from all 
evil, bless the lads : and let my name be named 
on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac, and let them grow into a multitude 
in the midst of the earth." And the last thing 
the aged Israel said to his cherished Joseph 
>was, ''' IBehokl, I die, but God shall be with you, 
jand ;bring you again unto the land of your 
:&thef8/' 

But Israel did npt leave his ^Mher «on6 with- 
out their blessing ; all were gathered together 
^arpund ^his dying ibed, and partly in 'blessiDg, 
partly foretelling what sbouid l^ppen to them, 
^e ^pojke Jto eachrr-^yet still the ebo^ioest^bleesing 
JqU upon Jos^h, and the onc^ ei^vious ^brothers 
{Qiust baMe bittedy icecalled ik^r f^ast ^cons 
against him when they heard their dying ^atber 
{9ay 0^ Joseph, '^' Tbe arcibersbave sorely giieved 
bWj wd shot at ibim, aaid hat^d h^m, but his 
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bow abode in strength, and his arms were made 
strcmg by the Hands of the mighty God of 
Jacob, even by the God of thy father. Who 
shall help thee, and by the Almighty Who 
shall bless thee with the blessings of the hea- 
vens above, and blessings of the deep that lieth 
under. The blessings of thy father have pre- 
vaUed unto the utmost bound of the everlasting 
hills ; they shall be on the head of Joseph, and 
on the crowQ of the head of him that was 
separate from his brethren/' 

When his last solemn words of warning and 
blessing upon his childrea were ended, Israel's 
earthly task was done ; he once more charged 
them to '^gather him to his people,'' to bury 
him in the cave of Machpelah, where Abraham 
and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and Leah, were 
already lidd, and then calmly and peacefully 
Burrounded by all he loved best, the aged man 
yielded up his spirit into the bosom of that 
God Who so many years ago had prpmised, 
^' I api with thee, and I will keep thee in all 
places whither thou goest." 

Jacob (or Israel) was one hundred and forty- 
seven years old when he died, and was '^ gathered 
to his people." No doubt all his sons sorrowed 
^r their father ; but of Joseph we read that he 



132 READINGS FROM HOLT SCRIPTURB. 

fell upon his dead father's face» and wept upon 
him, and kissed him. It was the custom of 
the Egyptians to embalm their dead, by putting 
all manner of spices and drugs into the body, 
and this sign of respect Joseph caused to be 
paid to»Israel, by the state physicians, and all 
> the land of Egypt mourned for seventy days, 
as for one of their own royal family. 

When the season of mourning was over, 
Joseph requested the king to permit him to 
travel to the land of Canaan that he might fulfil 
his promise and bury his father there, in the 
grave of his own people. He pledged himself, 
however, to return to Egypt; and with this 
pledge Pharaoh consented to let him go. 

Then Joseph and all his brothers, and all 
their children that were old enough, and all 
king Pharaoh's chief men and ofBcers went 
with a great band of chariots and horsemen, 
and took Israel's body with all respect and so- 
lemnity to its grave. And his sons laid the 
venera,ble patriarch in the cave of Machpelah, 
according to his own desire. Then they all 
jreturned to Egypt. 

But Joseph's brothers did not feel easy in 
their minds ; they could not forget how ill they 
had treated Joseph, and they did him the in- 
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justice to think that now their father was 
dead, he would perhaps hate them, and revenge 
himself upon them for their former offences. 
So they sent a message to him, saying, " Thy 
father did command before he died, saying, 
* So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive now, I 
pray thee, the trespass of thy brethren, and 
their sin, for they did unto thee evil : ' and now, 
we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the ser- 
vants of the God of thy father/' 

When Joseph heard this he wept, and his 
brethren came and fell on their faces before 
him, and wept too; and they said, '^ Behold, 
we be thy servants." Then Joseph comforted 
them, and spoke very kindly to them, remind- 
ing them that they had offended one greater 
than he was^ and saying, '^ Fear not, for am I 
in the place of Gon ? But as for you, ye 
thought evil against me, but God meant it 
unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to 
save much people alive. Now, therefore, fear 
ye not : I will nourish you and your little ones." 

Joseph continued all the rest of his life in 
Egypt, and he saw his great grandchildren grow 
up beside him. When he was a hundred and 
ten years old, he felt that his time was come, 
and be spoke for the last time to his brothers,, 
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and said, " I die ; and God will surely visit you, 
and bring you out of this Islnd ttAo the land 
which He sware to Abraham^ to Isaac, and to 
Jacob." 

He also made his children swear that tbey 
would take him to his own land for bt^rial, as 
had been done for his father Israel. After this 
Joseph died ; and the saine respect was ahowu 
to him^ in embalming him, and in funeral rites^ 
as he had shown to his father. 



THE BIRTH OF MOSES. 

Years passed on, and all Ja<sob's sons, and 
their generation, were dead atid gone ; but their 
children had increased greatly, and they had 
become very powerful, and filled the ladd of 
Egypt. Joseph and all the serviced he had 
done to the EgyptiaUd, Were qnite foi^tten, 
Bthd the king, (who wad also calted Pharaoh^ as 
were all the kidg^ of Egypt) only thought bow 
he might oppress ^nd keep down tbift f<)reign 
people, of whom he was very mticb sfrdid^ He 
saw that they were very numeroni^ and power-' 
fill, and he was afraid that if any Urar arose, 
th^ ttiight join with his edemiM. But yet be 
did not wish theM Is^aelitea to leive Egypt, 
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because by their riches and their skill they 
helped to nimke it great and wealthy. So kiog^ 
Pharaoh consulted with his chief officers how 
to oppress aod afflict the Israelites, and they 
were made to wdrk as slaves, and to build new 
dties for the ktng^ and were very hardly treateiL 

Still tlmr numbers kept on increasing, ia 
spite of all that Pharaoh could do ; for God 
bad promised that they should increase and be 
a mighty nation, and what could Pharaoh do 
against God ? Then the king thought of an- 
other way of keeping them down, and he ga.ve 
orders that whenever any of the Hebrew women 
bad a son bom to them^ he should be thrown 
into the river and drowned. 

Now there was a certain man of the tribe 
of Levi, (Levi waa Jacob's third son) called 
Anxram, and bis wife's name was Jocbe'- 
bed ; and they bad one son and one daughter 
born before this cruel law of king Pharaoh'si* 
Bat afterwards God gave them another cfaild» 
a very beautiful baby, and for three months hia 
mother eoMrived to hide Um^ so that he wasi 
not dftywned* But at the end of thia time 
Jochebed found that she could no longer 
hide him : and yet her mother's heart yearned 
to save her beautiful boy« So at last she deter- 
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'mined to make a little ark of bulrushes or' 
reeds, and to make it water-tight by covering 
it with pitch ; and then to put the little boy in 
the ark, and see if he would -be saved. So the 
poor mother sorrowfully laid her child in the 
ark, and placed it among the reeds and flags 
that grew at the river's brink. Jochebed could 
not bring herself to watch what would happen, 
but she left her elder daughter Miriam at a 
distance, to see what would befal her baby son. 
Before long the princess of Egypt, Pharaoh's 
daughter, came down to the river to bathe, 
and she and her maidens walked along the 
river's side. Then the princess saw the ark 
among the flags, and she was curious to know 
what was in it, and she sent a maid to 
fetch it. So the ark was brought to the 
princess, who opened it, and found the Hebrew 
baby inside. Most likely he was cold and 
hungry, for the poor child wept, and that filled 
the lady's heart with pity and tenderness for 
the little creature, and knowing the cruel laws 
her father had made, she guessed quickly how 
it all was, and said, " This is one of the He- 
brews' children." 

The women had gathered round in their 
curiosity to see what was in the little ark, and 
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Miiiaai had veDtured to come quite near with 
them ; so that now when she saw the princess 
interested about the baby, she ventured to ask, 
'' Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the 
Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child 
for thee ?" 

Pharaoh's daughter was pleased with the 
thought, so Miriam ran quickly, and called the 
baby's own loving mother, Jochebed. How 
happy they must both have felt when the 
princess said to the baby's mother, ''Take this 
child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give 
thee thy wages." Jochebed would feel quite 
safe now that her boy would not be taken from 
her, since Pharaoh's daughter adopted him. 
So she took her child away, and nursed him ; 
and the princess watched him, and considered 
him as her own son. She calle*d him Moses, 
which means '' drawn out," saying, '' Because I 
drew him out of the water." 



MOSES IN EGYPT. 

Thus Moses was brought up, considered as 
the princess'^ son, and honoured accordingly ;. 
but he did not become an Egyptian in heart, he 
still cared most for his own people, and was very 
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sorry to sec how ilMreated and oppressed they 
were, and as he grew older^ he refused to be called 
the SO0 of Pharaoh's danghtery choosing rather 
to BXxSer affliction with the people of God, than 
to efijoy the pleasures of sin for a season ; es^ 
teeming the reproach of Christ, greater riches 
than the treasures oi Egypt. One day he 
saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of 
his brethren.' There was no one in sight, 
and Moses slew the Egyptian,, and buried 
hinr in the sand, thinking that no one knew 
what he had dooe. But the B^Kt day, he 
found two of his Hebrew brethren fighting, and 
when be tried to hinder thems, the one who was 
in the wrong turned upon Moses, sayii^, 
" Who noacle thee a prince and a judge over 
us ? intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst 
the Egyptian yesterday ?" 

Then Moses saw the thing was known, and 
that he would be in. danger^ It was so, and 
King Pharaoh was very angry, and would have 
put Moses to death, but he fled away into the 
land of Midian. Here he rested by the side of 
a well, and while tbere^ the seven daughters of 
Jetbro, the Prieat'-Prince of Midian^ came to 
water their floek in the troughs by the well's side 
But the filiepberds of neighbotuing flocks came 
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and drove the women away ; then Moses stood 
up, and helped thern^ and watered their flock. So 
the maidens ^ot home sooner than usual, and 
their father inquired why. Then they tbld him 
how an Egyptian stranger bad ckliveted theddf 
from the shepherds, and helped them to water 
the flock. Their father rebuked them for bay- 
ifig left the stranger who had behaved so kindly 
behiDd, and sent to call him to* eat bread. It 
ended in Moses staying witb Jetbro^ and mar- 
rying his datighter Zipporah. 

While Moses Hired tbns in Midian, the Ktt^g 
of Egypt died, andL it seems as if the next king 
bad treated the Cyicbpem of Israel still worse 
than before, for they ^* sighed by reason of their 
bondage/' and cneii, and their cry came unto 
God, and He hearkened to themy and retnetn^ 
bered His promise to their forefethers, Abra- 
faansF, Isaac, and Jacob. Ood never fails to 
hear wben His people cry to Him in their 
trouble, and accordingly now, He looked itl 
pity upon the Hebrews, and listened to their 
cries for help» and prepared to deliver them iti 
His ami iitne and way^ 
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MOSES CALLED TO DELIVER ISRAEL. 

All this time Moses was taking care of his 
father-in-law Jethro^s flock of sheep, probably- 
thinking how glad he was to be leading such a 
quiet peaceful life; fdF ^ away frorar the restless, 
suffering people in Egypt. ^< But one day when 
he was in 'the desert >with the flock, Moses 
camo toMouni 'Hor^,' and lo l a most won- 
derful sight met his eyes. sThe AngeL of the 
LoR^ appeared to hinvin a flame of fire out of 
the^ midst of ambush, and ^although *the bush 
burned with fire« it was not destroyed. Moses 
was very much siirprised, and *said^ '* I will 
now<4urn aside, and see this great^ight, why 
the bush is not burnt.t" - ^ , ., i> , 

Gk>p was watching Moses,, and wfaen he 
turned to see the burning bush^Gk)!) balled him 
twice by his^ ^narne. -^Then Moses Answered, 
"Here am I/' Then Goo spoke^ 8dying» 
" Draw not nigh hither :- put o£i thy shoes from 
ofi^ thy ieet, foc^ tthe i^oe whereon thoi^standest 
is holy ground." Moreover He said, "I wai. 
the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." 
Then Moses hid his face in terror and awe at 
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:the very Presence of God. The Lord went on 
to speak to Moses, and told him, ''I have 
surely seen the affliction of My people which 
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason 
of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows, 
and I am come down to deliver them out of 
the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them 
up out of that land into a good land and a large, 
into a land flowing with milk and honey." 
When God had finished telling Moses how He 
meant to deliver His people, He went on to say, 
''Come now therefore, and I will send thee 
unto Pharaoh, that thou may est bring forth My 
people the Children of Israel out of Egypt.** 

When Moses heard this, he was frightened, 
and could not see how he should do so great a 
thing, and he said to the Lord, " Who am I, 
that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I 
should b,ring forth the Children of Israel out of 
Egypt ?" 

But God, Who had saved Moses in the ark 
of bulrushes, and guided him into Midian, 
knew all that was in his heart; and how he 
should have strength for the work appointed 
him. Moses was not to go before Pharaoh in 
his own strength. So God said to him, '' Cer- 
tainly I will be with thee.** Moreover, God 



142 RXADIN68 FKOIf HOLY 6CRIPTURE; 

promised Moses, that when be had brought his 
iOQiantryinen out of their slavery iu Egypt, they 
should s^rve God in that very Mouat Horeb. 

Now Moses most faithfully believed the 
word of God, but he stiil f(^t weak aoKi ignoraat 
how to speak to his Hebrew brethren. And 
God, like a Merciful, Loving Father, deigned 
to talk with him, and answer all his doubts a^d 
fears. '' Behold,'' Moses said, ^' when I come 
unto the Children of Israel, and shall say unto 
them, ' the GrOD of your fathers hath sent me 
unto yoa ;' and tb^ shall say unto me, * What 
is His naqae ?^ what shall I <say unto them V^ 

Then God gave that most solemn and {won- 
derful description of Himself to Moses, *' I AM 
THAT I AM," and bid him say to the Childi«n 
of Israel, ** I AM hath seat me unto you.^ ' 

God w^it on to tell Moses that this should 
be His Name for ever. Moreover, He bid 
Moses call together all the elders of Israel^ and 
tell them how the Goo of theb fatiiers Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob had appeared unto 
him, and had spoken pitifolly of their sorrows, 
and had promised to bring them out of tbetr 
present afflicted •stat^ of bondage in the Land 
of Egypt ; and to lead them back to the Land 
of Canaan, where He had long ago promi$ed to 
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Abrahftm, Isaac, and JaccA, that they should 

God told Moses that he and the eld^:^ should 

go to tiie Kiag of Egypt, and ask that the 

people mi^t be allowed to make thr«e days' 

journey into the wilderness to off^ sacrifices 

unto their God. But the Lord told Moses 

that the king would not let them go, until 

He had put forth ' His Hand and smitten the 

land of Egypt with very terrible judgments. 

Still Moses was somewhat afraid-^he thought 

that the Hebrews would not believe him, or 

that God had really appeared unto him. So 

the Lord gave him power to work miracles, 

such as should convince the people if they 

doubted. Moses had a rod in his hand, and 

the LoBD bade him cast it upon the ground, 

acid it became a serpent, and when Moses took 

i/t 4»p, at God's bidding, it ^^ain became a rod. 

Fttrtbermore, the Lord bade Moses put his 

hand into his bospm, and when he took it out 

again bis hand was coirered with leprosy, and 

a;ll white with that disease, but upon putting it 

back again the leprosy departed, and Moses' 

haxkd became once more whole. 

Then God told Moses that if Ae people 
^ould not believe these two signs, he should 
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take water from the river and pour it upon the 
ground y and it should become blood before 
their eyes. 

But even all these wonderful gifts did not 
satisfy Moses ; he was afraid of not knowing 
what to say to the people. " O, my Lord," 
he said, " I am not eloquent, neither heretofore 
nor since Thou hast spoken unto Thy servant, 
but I am slow of speech, and' of a slow tongue." 

Then the Lord reminded Moses that he was 
not going to speak in his own name, or with 
his own words, saying, '^ Who hath made man's 
mouth ? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or 
the seeing, or the blind ? have not I the Lord ? 
now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, 
and teach thee what thou shalt say." 

It would seem as if Moses now let his hu- 
mility and fear get the better of his obedience 
and faith — for once more he made a difficulty, 
so that the Lord's anger was kindled against 
him. Yet even in His displeasure, God was 
full of mercy, and He told Moses that he should 
take his brother Aaron with him, and that 
Aaron should be as his mouthpiece in speaking 
to the people ; and once more the Lord pro- 
mised to be with them, and to *' put words into 
their mouth." 
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MOSES RETURNS TO EGYPT. 

Moses was now fully satisfied as to his call 
into Egypt; and further God told him that 
the people from whom he had fled were all 
dead, and there was no danger for him in re- 
turning. The first thing that Moses did was 
to speak to his father-in-law Jethro, and ask 
his consent to their return into Egypt to see 
after his brethren. Jethro bade him go in 
peace. So Moses took his wife and his chil- 
dren, and with the rod of God (by which he 
was to work miracles) in his hand, he set forth. 
The future ruler of Israel and his family made 
their entrance into Egypt humbly riding on an 
ass — which reminds us of the entrance of a yet 
greater and holier, but as lowly a family into 
Egypt ; when in obedience to the word of God, 
Joseph took the Blessed Virgin Mary and the 
Infant Jesus, and setting them upon an ass, 
fled into Egypt 

On the way God once more spoke to Moses, 
and bade him show all those signs and wonders 
to Pharaoh, but at the same time He told 
Moses that they would be in vain, the King 
would not let the people go. The last message 
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he should give to Pharaoh was to be direct from 
God, " Thus saith the Lord, Israel is My son, 
even My first-bom : and I say unto thee, Let 
My son go that he may serve Me ; and if thou 
refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, 
even thy first-bom." 

Meanwhile the Lord spa^e to Aaron, and 
bid him go and meet his brother Moses in the 
wilderness. So they met in Mount Horeb, and 
embraced one another, and Moses told Aaron 
all that God had said to him, and all the signs 
and wonders He had trusted to him. Then the 
two brothers went into Egypt, and called to- 
gether the elders of Israel, and told them all 
that God had said, and showed those wonderful 
signs and miracles before all the people. Then 
the people believed that Moses and Aaron were 
really sent by the Lord, and they were com* 
forted to know that He had looked in pity upon 
their affliction, and they bowed their heads and 
worshipped the God of their fathers. 



MOSES AND AARON BEFORE PHARAOH. 

The next thing to be done, in obedience to 
God's commands, was to ask the King to let 
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the children of Israel go into the wilderness to 
worship their God. So Moses and Aaron 
went to him, and said, '' Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel, Let My people go, that they 
may hold a feast unto Me in the wilderness." 

But Pharaoh answered very scornfully, "Who 
is the Lord, that I should obey His Voice to 
let Israel go ? I know not the Lord, neither 
will I let Israel go." And when they urged 
God's commands, he rebuked Moses and Aaron 
for making the people idle, and bid them go 
back to their work. So far from granting the 
people any indulgence, the king made this re- 
quest an excuse for adding to their burdens : 
he bade the overseers who were set over them, 
to make the people gather their own straw in 
future ; but required the same quantity of 
bricks from them as before, saying that this 
outcry about going to sacrifice to their God, 
was only because they were idle ; and that if 
they had more to do, they would not have time 
to talk. 

So the people bad to go all about the country 
gathering straw ; and because they could not 
make as many bricks as before, when the straw 
was given them, the foremen who were set 
over their brethren, were beaten and ill-used. 
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They appealed to the king, but the only an- 
swer they got from him was, that they were 
idle, else they would not want to go and saeri- 
fice to their Gron. As these men were coming 
away from their fruitless attempt to soften the 
king, they met Moses and Aaron, and they be- 
gan to find fault with them as the cause of this 
fresh evil, saying, that if they had not made 
Pharaoh angry by asking for the people to go 
and do sacrifice, this trouble would never have 
arisen. Then Moses threw himself before 
Gon, and cried to Him in great anguish, ask« 
ing why He had sent him, to bring worst 
troubles upon the people, instead of any de- 
liverance ? 

Holy Scripture tells us that Gon is a patient 
Judge, though He is "provoked every day,** 
and accordingly now, instead of rebuking 
Moses and the people for their fidnt-hearted- 
ness, the Loan most patiently repeated His 
promises, — how He had .made a covenant with 
their fathers, and how He even now heard the 
groanings of the people. Once more He bade 
Moses tell the people that He would ^'lid 
them from their bondage, and redeem them 
with an outstretched Arm, and with great 
Judgments." He promised anew to take them 
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to be His people, and that He would be their 
God, and that He would give them the Pro- 
mked Land for an heritage, and all this by His 
own Most Holy and AU-Powerful Name, 

JjEHOVAH. 

Moses told all his message, but the people 
were so filled with anguish of spirit under their 
cruel bondage, that they would not hearken to 
him, but rather they gave up all hope of de- 
liverance, and groaned more sorrowfully than 
ever under their affliction. But when God has 
spoken, who shall hinder His Word ? and both 
Egyptians and Israelites were about to see that 
He was indeed Almighty, King of kings, and 
Lord of lords. 



THE PLAGUES OP EGYPT. 

Oncb more, at God's command, Moses and 
Aaron came before the King of Egypt, and this 
time, obeying their orders, they performed mi- 
radefi before him, casting down the rod which 
Goi> had given them, and it became a serpent. 
But Pharaoh called his sorcerers and magicians, 
and God permitted them, through their master 
the Devil, to do the same, in order to show His 
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greatness : for the rod which Aaron had cast 
down, swallowed up all theirs. 

Still Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and God 
now bade Moses to go the next morning, and 
stand by the river's brink until the king should 
come down as usual to the river, taking the rod 
of power in his hand. Moses obeyed ; and when 
Pharaoh came, he went before him, and spoke 
the words bidden him of God in the presence 
of the king and all his attendants. '^The 
Lord God of the Hebrews hath sent me unto 
thee, saying, Let My people go, that they may 
serve Me in the wilderness : and behold, hither- 
to thou wouldest not hear. Thus saith the 
Lord, In this thou shalt know that I am the 
Lord : behold, I will smite with the rod that is 
in My hand upon the waters which are in the 
river, and they shall be turned to blood ; and 
the fish that is in the river shall die, and the 
river shall stink ; and the Egyptians shall 
loathe to drink of the water of the river.'* 
Then Moses caused Aaron to stretch forth the 
rod, and instantly, in the presence of Pharaoh 
and all his servants, the whole river was turned 
to blood, and every other river, stream, pond, 
and pool was filled in the same loathsome man- 
ner, and even the water that was standing in 
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any vessel of wood or stone, or whatever it 
might be, shared the sentence, so that through- 
out the whole land there was no water, nothing 
but blood. All the fish died, and the river be« 
came poisonous, no one could drink of it. 
Very terrible indeed must this judgment have 
been, and for seven days all the Egyptians 
must have suffered most fearfully ; but still the 
king would not " set his heart to it," he refused 
to believe that the Lord was stronger than he, 
and he would not let the children of Israel go. 
Again the Lord sent Moses to Pharaoh with 
the same message, '' Thus saith the Lord, let 
My people go, that they may serve Me:" and 
this time the threat was, that if he refused, 
God would bring a plague of frogs upon the 
land. Pharaoh did refuse, and Aaron stretched 
out the rod over the rivers, and streams, and 
ponds, and from all the waters there came up 
frogs without number, so that they covered the 
whole land. They went into every house, even 
into the palace, and into the King's bed- 
cliamber, and into his bed ; into the very ovens 
and kneading-troughs, and oh to every person, 
the King and all his servants ; so that there 
was no place where any one could be free from 
them. 
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This time Pharaoh showed that he felt God's 
power, since he sent for Moses and Aaron, and 
said to them, '^ Intreat the Lokd for me, that 
He may take away the frogs from me and from 
my people ; and I will let the people go, that 
they may do sacrifice unto the Lord.'' 

Then, in order to prove that it was altoge- 
ther in God's hand, Moses fixed the time when 
the plague should cease ; and God hearkened 
to his cry, and the next day the frogs all died, 
and the people gathered them together into 
heaps. But when Pharaoh saw that be was 
delivered from this torment, he forgot his pro- 
mise to let the ^people go, and would not listen 
any more to Moses and Aaron. 



THE PLAGUES— conftnwtfJ. 

Thb Lord now bid Moses and Aaroa to 
si^retch forth the rod upon the dust of the land, 
and cause it to become lice throughout all the 
country ; and accordingly the whole land was 
covered. But Pharaoh gave no heed, even 
though his magicians told him that it was the 
Finger of God. Then once more the Lord 
bid Moses and Aaron go and meet the King by 
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the water side, and demand that the people 
should be set free; and if not, they were to 
tell him that swanns of flies and noxious in- 
sects should come, and very sorely afflict the 
land of Egypt. So it came to pass. Horrid 
swarms of flies came upon the whole land, fill- 
ing the ground and the houses of all the Egyp- 
tians ; but God had said that He would *' put a 
division '" between them and the Hebrews, and 
accordingly there were no flies at all in their 
quarters. 

This time Pharaoh again besought Moses 
and Aaron to help him ; and he promised, that 
if the plague of flies was removed, he would 
let the people go into the wilderness and sacri- 
fice to God. Moses went away, saying, '' Be- 
hold, I go out firom thee, and I will intreat the 
Lord that the swarms of flies may depart from 
Pharaoh, from his servants and from his people, 
tomorrow : but let not Pharaoh deal deceit- 
fully any more, in not letting the people go to 
sacrifice to the Lord." The plague was re* 
moved, but Pharaoh did deal deceitfully, and 
once again he hardened his heart, and forget- 
ting all that he had promised, refused to let 
the people go. 
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A fresh judgment awaited the hardened, de- 
ceitful Pharaoh — the Hand of God came upon 
all the Egyptian cattle. Horses, asses, camels, 
oxen, and sheep, — none were spared; a very 
grievous murrain killed them all : but the He- 
brews did not lose a single beast. Still Pha- 
raoh would not yield. 

Then the Lord commanded Moses and 
Aaron to take handfuls of ashes from the fur- 
nace, and sprinkle them toward the heaven in 
the face of Pharaoh. They obeyed ; and the 
small dust became a most dreadful disease of 
boils and blains upon every one, so that all men 
were full of pain and misery. But still Pha- 
raoh would not yield. 

Now the Lord sent a more fearful message 
than any He had yet charged Moses with. He 
was to go early in the morning, and stand be- 
fore the king, and say, "Thus saith the Lord 
God of the Hebrews, Let My people go, that 
they may serve Me ; for I will at this time 
send all My plagues upon thine heart, and 
upon thy servants, and upon thy people ; that 
thou mayest know that there is none like Me 
in all the earth.*' Further, Moses was bidden 
to tell Pharaoh that the next day a very grievous 
hail, such as had never been seen in Egypt, 
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should come upon the land, and destroy every- 
thing that was exposed to it. 

So it was : Moses stretched out the rod to- 
wards heaven, and the Lord sent thunder and 
hail, and the lightning ran along upon the 
ground ; and the violence of the hail destroyed 
all the fruits of the field, the barley and the 
flax, and broke down all the trees of the land. 
But there was no hail in the land of Goshen, 
where the children of Israel lived. 

Then Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron, 
and spoke, as if he was really humbled, " I have 
sinned this time : the Lord is righteous, and I 
and my people are wicked. Intreat the Lord 
(for it is enough) that there be no more mighty 
thunderings and hail, and I will let you go, 
and ye shall stay no longer." 

Then Moses answered the king that he would 
pray to God for deliverance, but that he was 
sure Pharaoh and his servants would not yet 
fear the Lord^. So Moses went without the 
city, and spread his hands to God, and the 
thunder and lightning, the hail and the rain 
ceased; but, directly that wicked king saw 
that his danger was past, he sinned again, har- 
dened his heart, broke all his promises, and 
v^ould not let the people go. 
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Are we not sometimes like Pharaoh ? Do 
we not feel very sorry for our sins, and very 
earnest in meaning to do better sometimes 
when we are in trouble ? — when some sickness, 
or anxiety, or care comes, and we are frightened 
and cast down ? And then when the danger 
is past, do we never gO on carelessly again, 
forgetting al] we had thought about mending 
our ways ? 



THE VLkGTJES— continued. 

Ther£ was a fresh trial in store for Pharaoh 
now. God sent Moses and Aaron to ask him 
again whether he would humble himself before 
God and let the people go ; and to tell him 
that if not, then the Lord would bring locusts 
upon the land, which would cover the whole 
earth. The locust is a sort of grasshopper, only 
very much larger than any of our grasshoppers ; 
and sometimes in the East, when a flight of lo- 
custs come into a tract of country, they eat up 
and destroy everything green that is in it The 
Egyptians had been visited before by these ter- 
rible insects, but Moses told Pharaoh that this 
time they should be worse than had ever been 
seen since the world began. 
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Pharaoh's servants and officers were growing 
very weary of this vain contest with the God 
of Israel, for they saw how the whole land had 
snffered from His judgments; and now they 
tried to persuade the king to give way, and 
be^ed him to let the Hebrews go. So Pha- 
raoh sent for Moses and Aaron again, and said 
that they should go, as they wished, into the 
wilderness to hold their solemn feast, but that 
only the men should go; he would not let 
them take their wives and children with them» 
for fear they should not come back. But Mo- 
ses could not agree to this ; he answered, " We 
will go with our young and with our old, with 
our sons and with our daughters, with our 
flocks and with our herds will we go, for we 
must hold a feast to the Lord/' 

Then the king was very angry, and drove 
Moses and Aaron out of his presence ; and so 
the plague of locusts was brought upon Egypt. 
The Lord brought an east wind upon the land^ 
and in the morning the clouds of locusts came 
upon the wind. Even now, when a cloud of 
locusts is carried over a country, it quite 
darkens the sky ; and we may fancy how ter- 
rible that cloud must have been, of which 
God's Holy Word tells us, that " Very grievous 
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were they ; before them there were no such 
locusts as they, neither after them shall be. 
For they covered the face of the whole earth, 
80 that the land was darkened, and they did 
eat every herb of the land, and there remained 
not any green thing through all the land of 
Egypt/' The wheat and the rye had escaped 
the hail, because they were not grown up, and 
now these too were gone ! The locusts came 
into the houses too, and filled them ; and as 
they will gnaw through wood and leather, and 
all such things, no doubt they did very great 
mischief there too. 

Directly that Pharaoh was in trouble, he 
pretended to repent ; so now again he sent in 
great haste for Moses and Aaron, and said, '' I 
have sinned against the Lord your God, and 
against you ; now therefore forgive, I pray 
thee, my sin only this once, and intreat the 
Lord your God, that He may take away from 
me this death only." Once more the plague 
was removed ; the locusts were all carried by a 
strong west wind into the Red Sea, and there 
was not one left in Egypt; and then again 
Pharaoh refused to set the children of Israel 
free. 

Now a very fearful judgment was sent by 
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God upon the people, — one that though it did 
not destroy anything, must have filled them 
with the very greatest awe and terror. By 
God's command Moses stretched out his hand 
toward heaven, and a thick darkness was sent 
over the land, — a darkness, Holy Scripture says, 
" which might be felt." For three days no 
man could see one another, or anything what- 
soever ; no one dared to move ; it was like one 
vast dungeon through the land. How fearfully 
the Egyptians must have watched as the hours 
came round that should have brought the dawn 
of day I and how their hearts must have failed 
when three times they were disappointed! 
Morning indeed came, but the same heavy 
darkness that might be felt lay upon all the land. 
All this time the children of Israel had God's 
blessed, cheerful light around them, and upon 
their dwellings.^ 

At length, when the three days' awful visita- 
tion was over, Pharaoh told Moses that he 
might take all the people ; men, women and 
children, but that they must leave all their 
flocks and herds behind. God had appointed 
otherwise, and so Moses made answer that they 
must take away every head of cattle, and leave 
nothing whatsoever behind. This made Pharaoh 
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very aDgry, and in his anger he said to Moses, 
" Get thee from me ; take heed to thyself, see 
myfaoenom„re.formth.td.,fto«L,tmy 
face thou shalt die." 

Moses heard the threat, and inspired as he 
was by God with a knowledge of the future, he 
answered, *' Thou hast spoken well I will see 
thy face again no more." 

Perhaps Pharaoh thought that he had fri^t- 
ened the Hebrew leaders, and that now tibey 
would cease from their contest with him ; but 
if any one stood near who believed in the God 
of Israel, they must have been very sore afraid, 
and very certain that Pharaoh's day of trial 
was over, and judgment at hand. While the 
Lord diastens any man, there is hope for Idm ; 
but woe indeed to him, who having resisted 
God's correction, is left alone, — ^better had it 
been for that man, if he never had been bom. 



THE PASSOVER. 



When Moses left the presence of Phaiaoh 
after this last most solemn warning, God spoke 
to him and told him that he would bring yet 
one more plague upon the rebellious king uid 
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his people ; and that after that Rianoh would 
let the children of Israel go forth. The Lord 
also gare directions how the people were to act. 
He desired that the Hebrew men and women 
should borrow all sorts of jewels and precious 
raiment of their Egyptian neighbours ; and He 
desired Moses (who by this time, as might be 
expected, was looked upon both by the Egyp* 
tians and Israelites as a very awful and import* 
ant person,) to make known the Lord's will. 
Awful as the other plagues had been, there was 
nothing like this. ''About midnight/' said 
the Lord, '' I will go out into the midst of 
£lgypt : and all the first-born in the land of 
Egypt shidl die, fixim the first-bom of Pharaoh 
that sitteth upon his throne, to the first-bom 
of the maidservant that is behind the mill; 
and all the first-bom of beasts. And there 
shall fae a great cry throughout all the land of 
Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall 
be like it any more. But against any^of the 
children of Israel shall not a dog move hk 
tongue, against man or beast ; that ye may 
know how that the Lord doth put a difference 
between the Egyptians and Israel." Moses 
foretold how that when this last awful judgment 
bad come upon Egypt, the Egyptians would 
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come and bow themselves down intreating that 
the children of Israel would go forth. 

The Lord also gave a very solemn command- 
ment to His own people, which they were to obey 
most exactly. Every family among the Hebrews 
was to take a lamb on the tenth day of the 
month, and keep it apart until the fourteenth 
day. On that evening they were to kill the 
lamb, and as soon as it was killed they were to 
^ip a bunch of hyssop in the blood, and strike 
the two side posts and the lintel, or upper 
door-post of every house, and after that they 
were not to go out again until they were called. 
They were further bidden to roast the lamb, 
and to eat it with bitter herbs, and bread made 
without leaven, and nothing was to be kept till 
the next day. Furthermore, they were to eat 
this meal with their garments ready as if for a 
journey, their shoes on their feet, and their staff 
in their hand, and they were to eat it in haste. 

The. Lord told His people why He laid 
these commands upon them. " For I will pass 
through the land this night, and will smite all 
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man 
and beast, and against all the gods of Egypt 
will I execute judgment. And the blood shall 
be to you for a token upon the houses where 
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ye are : and when I see the blood upon the lin- 
tel and the two side posts, I will pass over 
you, and will not suflfer the Destroyer to come 
into your houses to smite you/' 

Perhaps some of the people, when they 
heard these commands, might have wondered 
at them, and thought that such a little thing 
as whether the lamb was roast or sodden, and 
whether they attended to each part of the com- 
mand, could not so very much matter. Just 
as now, too often, people think that one or 
another of God's commands may be neglected, 
because it is but a little thing. But nothing 
that God appoints is little, and He has said 
in His Holy Word, that " whoso despiseth lit- 
tle things, shall fall by little and little." 

No doubt when the people heard that the 
Lord would "pass over" the houses where 
that mark of blood was, many of them did not 
fully understand what was coming ; but they 
obeyed in humble submission, and so were 
saved. And the hyssop dipped in blood, and 
marking the door-posts, was meant by God to 
set forth a far greater Mystery, and the saving 
of all the Christian world from a more terrible 
captivity than that of Egypt. 

Nearly fifteen hundred years later, the Lamb 
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of God, even Jesus Christ our Blessed Lorp 
and Saviour, was slain for His people; and 
wheresoever the mark of His most precious 
Blood is found, — whosoever has his soul touched 
with the hyssop dipped in Tho^ most sacred 
Blood, he indeed shall be safe from the de« 
stroying Angel, and that soul shall be saved in 
the Day of Judgm^it, and stand cleansed and 
redeemed at the Right*Hand of God. And 
that Blood is applied to our souls through the 
Sacraments of His Church ; above aU, m thdt 
Blessed Sacrament, wherein the faithful are 
strengthened and refreshed mth His most pre- 
cious Blood. For He is the very Paschal Lamb 
Which was offered for us, and Who has said, 
'^ He that eateth Me, even he shall live by Me" 
That night for which so much preparation 
had been made, came at last. The children of 
Israel obeyed all the words of the Lord, and 
were ready ; most likely the Egyptians went oa 
heedlessly, not believiii^ or thinking about the 
foretpld judgment. But silently and mightily 
the hour of wrath came on, and at midnigbt 
the Destroying Angel passed through the land, 
and smote all the first-born of the Egyptians. 
The first-bom of Pharaoh in his palace, and the 
first-born of the captive in the dungeon, not 
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one was spared. The^ indeed there arose a 
mighty cry in all the land, for there was not a 
bouse where there was not one dead. 

But the houses of the Hebrews, with the 
fiaving mark of blood, those were left un- 
touched. The Angel of death " passed over " 
them, and death had no power there. 

Then Pharaoh and all his servants, and all 
bis pec^le, rose up in very great terror and 
distress, and they bid the Hebrews go forth 
instantly, men, women, and children, flocks 
and herds, for they said, ''We be a]l dead 
men." Then the cliildren of Israel rose up in 
haste, and took their unleavened dough upon 
their shoulders, so hasty was their going forth ; 
aad they took all manner of jewels and costly 
things of the Egyptians ; and as God had de- 
sired, " spoiled the Egyptians." So they went 
forth from their bondage, exactly at the end of 
four hundred and thirty years from the time 
their fathers had gone down into Egypt ; and 
** aU the hosts of the Lord went out from the 
land of Egypt." 

That passing over of the destroying angel — 
the first Passover^^was a great and memorable 
event in the history of God's chosen people, 
and of His Church. Moses, writing of it, says, 



166 READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE. 

" It is a night to be much observed unto the 
Lord for bringing them out from the land of 
Egypt : this is that night of the Lord to be 
observed of all the children of Israel in their 
generations." In order that they might never 
forget this great deliverance, God appointed 
through Moses that they should always observe 
the Feast of the Passover ; and very particular 
directions were given for its observance. 

For seven days all leavened bread was to be 
put away in their houses, and the lamb was to 
be killed and roasted whole, and eaten with 
bitter herbs. They were to tell their children 
why this solemn feast was kept, and it was to 
be a sign between God and His people. 

So this great Feast of the Passover was dili- 
gently observed, until the day when a greater 
Sacrifice was offered, and the Gospel took the 
place of the Law. On the night of His Be- 
trayal, our Blessed Lord went into the upper 
room, where His disciples had made ready for 
Him to eat the Passover with them ; and there 
He told them that "with desire He had de- 
sired to eat this Passover with them before He 
suffered :" and then, in the solemn institution 
of His most Blessed Sacrament of the Eucha- 
rist, He for ever put away the old Passover of 
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the Law, and gave His Own Body — the Lamb 
without blemish and without spot — to be the 
Sacrifice unto the end of the world, instead. 
As S. Paul says, " Christ our Passover is sa- 
crificed for us, therefore let us keep the feast ; 
not with the old leaven, neither with the leaven 
of malice and wickedness, but with the unlea- 
vened bread of sincerity and truth/' 

So now our festival of Easter takes the place 
of the Jewish Passover ; and in our high Sa- 
cramental Feast we partake of the Lamb of 
God, Who by a new and living way, even His 
Own Flesh, has opened to us the Holiest. For 
this reason it is, the Church has laid it as an 
obligation upon all her children who have at- 
tained the age of discretion and fitness for re- 
ceiving it, that they should receive the Holy 
Eucharist at least three times a year, but spe- 
cially at Easter-tide. And how many things 
connected with this our holy Paschal Feast and 
Sacrifice do we trace in the Jewish Passover ! 
Their " lamb without blemish " tells v^ of that 
purity of heart which is the most proper dis- 
position for receiving Christ worthily. The 
manner in which they were to eat the Paschal 
Lamb shows us the spirit in which we should 
approach our great Passover. That eating 
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mth their k>ias girded, their shoes on their 
feet, and their staff in their hand, — what is it 
all but a setting forth of the Christian pilgrim, 
ready to do God's will, to forsake the world, 
to lean on the Cross, and to fix his whole affec- 
tions npon that Land of Promise, which eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard of truly as yet, 
but where, if we are permitted to enter, we 
shall see the King in His beauty, even the 
Face of God in Christ Jesus ; and say, with 
the whole company of angels and archangels, 
" Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts.** 



THE PURSUIT OF THE RED SEA. 

Thus the children c^ Israel, God's chosen 
people, were delivered from their long bondage, 
the words spoken by Joseph being fiilfiiled: 
" God will surely visit you/* And as be fur- 
ther said that they should carry his bones oat 
of Egypt whenever they went forth, Moses 
carried them with him. 

God did not lead the people by the nearest 
way to Canaan^ through the countiy of the 
Philistines, because having been so long crushed 
and pressed down, they might have been afraid 
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of war, and they must needs have fought their 
way tbrotigh ; but He led them first to Sue* 
coth, and so through the edge oi the wilder- 
ness, near to the R^ Sea. Fearlessly indeed 
naight they go on their way ; for ^* the Lord 
went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, 
and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them 
light. He took not away the pillar of the 
cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, 
from bdfore the people." 

By God's command Moses called the people 
to encamp by the Red Sea, and he told them 
that the King of Egypt would think that they 
were entangled, as in a trap, between his power 
and the sea ; and so he would follow after 
thetn, meaning utterly to destroy them. But, 
the Lord added, "I will be honoured upon 
Pharaoh, and upon all his host, that the Egyp^ 
tians may know that I am the Lord/' 

Accordingly, when Pharaoh and his officers 
had recovered from the first terror of that ter- 
rible night of death, and saw that the Hebrews 
had fled, they began to be sorry for having let 
the people go, and said, " Why have we done 
this, that we have let Israel go from serving us ?" 

So the King prepared to follow after them. 
He went in his own royal chariot, and with six 
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hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots 
of Egypt, with their captains. And so in their 
pride and haughtiness, certain of victory, they 
went forth after the people, and they knew not 
that the slaves they despised and expected to 
conquer easily had for their Defender and Lord 
** Him Who made the stars, and Who turneth the 
shadow of death into the morning, and maketh 
the day dark with night : Who calleth the waters 
of the sea, and Who strengtheneth the spoiled 
against the strong. The Lord is His Name.'" 

They pursued after Israel, and overtook the 
fugitives in the camp by the sea ; and when 
the people saw Pharaoh and his chariot and 
horsemen, and all his great army, they were 
sore afraid, and they cried unto the Lord in 
their fearfulness of heart. But Moses an- 
swered them from God, and said, "Fear ye 
not ; stand still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord, which He will show to you to-day ; for 
the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye 
shall see them again no more for ever. The 
Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold 
your peace." 

Then God commanded Moses to go forth, 
and stretch out the Rod of His power over the 

^ Amos V, 8, 9. 
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sea ; and promised that the sea should be di- 
vided, and the children of Israel should go on 
dry ground through the midst of the sea. But 
as for the Egyptians, God said that they who 
would not learn by His warnings, should now 
learn that He is indeed the Lord, in His over- 
whelming judgment. 

If the people had yet any fear, it must have 
been quieted when they saw that the Angel of 
God who had gone before their camp to guide 
them, now removed, and went behind ; and the 
pillar of cloud which hgd guided them stood 
between them. and the /Egyptians. In His won- 
derful mercy Gqd caused the pillar of qloud to 
give light thrpugh the dark night to the chil- 
dren of Israel : bijit it was all clpud and dark- 
ness to the Egyptians, so th^t they never came 
together at all. , . 

Then Moses obeyed God's word, and ^tr^tched 
out his hand oye^ the.ses^, and the Lord caused 
the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that 
night, and ipade.the sea,, dry land,.aijd the 
waters were ,diyided.., The vs^^ters were raised 
up as it were into ^ wall on gither side, and the 
children of Israel went into the very midst of 
the sea, upon dry land. 

When the Egyptians saw what was come to 
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pass, they pursued the Israelites, and went in 
after them to the midst of the sea, — chariots, 
and horses, and horsemen. But it came to pass 
that early in the morning the Lord looked 
through the pillar of fire and cloud upon the 
host of the Egyptians, and troubled them. He 
took off their chariot wheels, so that they couM 
not get on fast ; and the Egyptians felt that their 
attempt to conquer Israel was in vain. Then 
they said to one another, '* Let us flee from the 
face of Israel ; for the Lord fighteth for them 
against the Egyptians." 

Those words were truer than they wist of. 
The Lord said unto Moses, '' Stretch oat thine 
hand over the sea, that the waters may come 
again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, 
and upon their horsemen." 

And Moses stretched forth his hand over the 
sea, and the sea returned to his strength when 
the morning appeared ; and the Egyptians fled 
against it ; and the Lord overthrew the Egyp- 
tians in the midst of the sea. And the waters 
returned, and covered the chariots and the 
horsemen, and ail the host of Pharaoh that 
came into the sea after them ; there remained 
not so much as one of them. But the children 
of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of 
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the sea ; and the waters were a wall uixto them 
on the right hand and on the left. 

Thus the Lord saved Israd that day out of 
the hand of the Egyptians ; and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. And Israel 
saw that great work which the Lord did upon 
the Egyptians : and the people feared the Lord, 
and believed the Lord, and His servant Moses. 



THE SONG OF TRIUMPH. 

When Moses and the children of Israel saw 
what a glorious victory the Lord had won for 
them, they were filled with wonder aad joy, and 
they sung a ^orious song of thanksgiving to 
God, and said, 

'* I will sing unto the Lord, for He hath 
triumphed gloriously : the horse and his rider 
hath He thrown into the sea. 

'* The Lord id my strength and song, and 
He is become my salvation : He is my God, 
and I will prepare Him an habitation ; my fa- 
ther's God, and I will exalt Him. 

*^ The Lord is a man of war : the Lord is 
His Name. 

^'Pharaoh's chariots and his host bath He 



174 READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE. 

cast into the sea : his chosen captains also are 
drowned in the Red Sea. 

** The depths have covered them : they sank 
into the bottom as a stone. 

" Thy Right Hand, O Lord, is become glo- 
rious in power: Thy Right Hand, O Lord, 
hath dashed in pieces the enemy. 

" And in the greatness of Thine excellency 
Thou hast overthrown them that rose up against 
Thee: Thou sentest forth Thy wrath, which 
consumed them as stubble. 

"And with the blast of Thy nostrils the 
waters were gathered together, the floods stood 
upright as an heap, and the depths were con- 
gealed in the heart of the sea. 

" The enemy said, I will pursue, I will over- 
take, I will divide the spoil ; my lust shall be 
satisfied upon them : I will draw my sword, my 
hand shall destroy them. 

" Thou didst blow with Thy wind, the sea 
covered them : they sank as lead in the mighty 
waters. 

" Who is like unto Thee, O Lord, among 
the gods ? who is like Thee, glorious in holi- 
ness, fearful in praises, doing wonders ? 

" Thou stretchedst out Thy Right Hand, the 
earth swallowed them. 
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"Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the 
people which Thou hast redeemed : Thou hast 
guided them in Thy strength unto Thy holy 
habitation. 

" The people shall bear, and be afraid : sor- 
row shall take hold on the inhabitants of Pales- 
tina. 

" Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed ; 
the mighty men of Moab, trembling shall take 
hold upon them : all the inhabitants of Canaan 
sbaU melt away. 

" Fear and dread shall fall upon them : by 
the greatness of Thine arm they shall be as still 
as a stone : till Thy people pass over, O Lord, 
till the people pass over, which Thou hast pur- 
chased. 

'' Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them 
in the mountain of Thine inheritance, in the 
place, O Lord, which Thou hast made for Thee 
to dwell in ; in the sanctuary, O Lord, which 
Thy hands have established. 

" The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. 

" For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his 
chariots and with his horsemen into the sea, 
and the Lord brought again the waters of the 
sea upon them : but the children of Israel went 
on dry land in the midst of the sea." 
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Then Miriam, Moses and Aaron's sister, who 
was also filled by God with the spirit of pro- 
phecy, took a timbrel in her hand, and all 
the Hebrew women followed her, playing on 
timbrels and with sacred dances. And they 
took up the song of thanksgiving, asid joy- 
ously chanted in their turn, '' Sing ye to the 
Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously : the 
horse and his rider hath He thrown ioio the 



sea." 



' Thus it was that God was the Saviour of 
His people. ^* In all their affliction He was 
afflicted, and the Angel of His presence saved 
them : in His love and in His pity He redeemed 
them ; and He bare them, and carried tfaem all 
the days of old.'" 



ISRAEL IN THE WILDERNESS. 

Notwithstanding all these wonderful nier* 
cies, the children of Israel soon became rebel- 
lious and " vexed the Holy Spirit of God." 
Their faith was weak, in spite of all that had 
happened to show how entirely they were cared 
for and watched over by their Fathsr and Lord. 

^ Isft. Ixiii. 8, 9. 
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Moses led them on three days' journey beyond 
the Red Sea into the wilderness of Shur ; dur- 
iog which time they were in want of water. 
When at last they came to Marah, where there 
was plenty, they could not drink of it, because 
the waters were bitter. Then the people gave 
way to discontent and complained to Moses^ 
saying, " What shall we drink ?" 

Then Moses cried unto the Lord, and He 
told Moses to take a certain tree, and cast 
it into the waters, and they should be made 
sweet. And so it was. The Church has ever 
taught her children to see in this tree a type of 
the Holy Cross, — that Tree which became the 
" healing of the nations '* by the precious bur- 
den which hung thereon. And of a truth, how- 
ever bitter the waters of our affliction may be, 
they are certain to be changed into sweetness 
when that wood is cast into them ; — when join- 
ing every pain and care to the Cross and Pas- 
sion of our Lord, we die with Him and y^ith 
Him hope to rise again to life glorious and 
eternal. At the waters of Marah God made an 
ordinance and law for His people, that they 
might not be so faithless, sayiDg, '* If thou wilt 
diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy 
God, and wilt do that which is right in His 

N 
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oght, and wilt give ear to His commaQdments, 
and keep all His statutes, I will put none of 
these diseases upon thee, which I have brought 
upon the Egyptians ; for I am the Lord that 
bealetb thee." 

Then the Children of Israel came to Elim, 
where were twelve wells of water, and seventy 
palm-trees, and there they found a pleasant 
soothing rest beneath the shade, and they en- 
camped by the waters. But we cannot spend all 
our lives in the shade of palm-trees, beside plea- 
sant waters ; we have to be up and doing, tra- 
velling along our appointed path steadily and 
hopefully, though sometimes the way may be 
rough, and look but dreary. And so it was 
with the Israelites. They must not rest over 
long beneath the palm-trees of Elim, and ac- 
cordingly, after they were rested and refreshed, 
Moses led them on into the wilderness of Sin. 
An(^ here again they grew discontented and 
frightened, lest they should die of hunger. 
They began to reproadi Moses and Aaron, and 
to say, " Would to God we had died by the 
Hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when 
we sat by the flesh-pots, and did eat bread to 
the full ; for ye have brought us fortii into 
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this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with 
hunger.*' 

Whatever cares and troubles came upon 
Moses, he knew where to cany them, and in 
Whom to put his trust, and now God promised 
bim that He would rain bread from heaven for 
the children of Israel. Then Moses went forth, 
and spoke to the people, and told them that 
Gron heard their complaints and their murmurs, 
and that in truth those murmurs were against 
God, not against himself and Aaron. He bid 
all the {>eople to come forth and stand he* 
fore the Loan, and the glory of the Lord ap« 
peared to them in the cloud, and God sent His 
message through Moses, ''I have heard the 
murmurings of the children of Israel : speak 
unto them, saying, At even ye shall eat flesh, 
and in the morning ye shall be filled with 
bread ; and ye shall know ' that I am the Lord 
vour God." 

So it came to pass, that evening the whole 
camp was covered with quails, so that aQ might 
eat flesh in abundance. The next mcNrning, 
when the dew was ofi*, all the ground was 
covered with a small round seedhke thing, al- 
most like hoar frost, and Moses said to them, 
'' This is the bread which the Lord hath given 
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you to eat/* The people had never seen it be- 
fore» and not knowing what it was, they caUed 
it manna. Moses told them that God's com- 
mand was that they should gather it, allowing 
at the rate of an omer (about five pints) for 
each person. The people gathered it, and then 
ground it in a mill, or beat it in a mortar, and 
made it into cakes, and baked them. The taste 
was Uke that of wafers made with honey. 
Moses desired them not to keep any overnight, 
because it pleased God to feed them with it 
day by day, and day by day the people were to 
gather it ; but some of them did not attend to 
this precept, and kept the itianna, and then it 
turned bad and corrupt, and unfit to use. 
But they were desired on the sixth day to ga- 
ther enough for two days, because on the Sab- 
bath there would not be any manna sent ; and 
then the manna was' perfectly good, and could 
be kept for both days. Some of the people did 
not heed Moses, and went out to look for it on 
the Sabbath, but they found none. Also if the 
people were careless, and delayed gathering til 
too late, they found none, because when the 
sunshine became hot, the manna melted. 

God also commanded Moses to fill a pot 
with manna, and store it up, that those who 
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should come after might see how their fathers 
had been fed with bread from Heaven, and 
this was carefully done, and the manna did not 
spoil. 

Before long, when the Children of Israel 
were in Rephidim, they again were in want of 
water, and they found fault with Moses, and 
in their thirst they cried out very eagerly, and 
said, '* Give us water, that we may drink ! 
wherefore is this that thou hast brought us up 
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children with 
thirst ?" Now Moses was very much troubled, 
for the people were unjust and bitter in their 
anger: and he cried unto the Lord in great 
distress. Then the Lord said to him, " Go on 
before the people, and take with thee the elders 
of Israel, and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest 
the river, take in thy hand and go. Behold, I 
stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb, 
and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall 
come water out of it that the people may 
drink." Moses did so, and the faithless people 
who had so murmured were refreshed with liv- 
ing waters from out the rock. Fresh troubles, 
however, were coming upon them ; the people 
of Amalek, a great and powerful nation, laid 
wait for the Israelites, and came upon them^ 
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and when the people were faint and weary, the 
Amaldcites smote the weakest in the rear. 

Then Moses called his servant Joshua, (a 
young man, the son of Nun,) and bade him 
choose out fighting men, and go and fight 
Amakk, while he should stand on the top of 
the hill with the rod of the Lobd, that rod 
through which so many wonders had already 
been worked, in his hand. So Joshua went 
out to do battle, and Moses, and Aaron, and 
Hur, (who was of the tribe of Judah,) went up 
to the top of the hill, and it pleased Gdn that 
while Moses held up his hand, Israel got the 
better in the fight : but when he let down his 
hand, then they were worsted, and the Amalek- 
ites had the best of it. But after a time Moses 
grew weary, and then he sat upon a stone, and 
Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on 
each side, so that they were held up steadily 
until sunset ; and thus it pleased God to give the 
victory to Joshua and his men over Amalek. 

When Moses went into Egypt, and found 
the work he had before him, he sent Zipporah 
his wife, and their two sons, Grershom and 
Eliezer, back into Midian, to the care of Zip- 
porah's father Jethro. Now when Jethro heard 
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all that God had done for Moses, aud how He 
had brought His people out of Egypt, Jethro 
brought Zipporah and her sons out into the 
wilderness to Moses, and they met very affec- 
tionately ; and Moses told his father-in-law all 
the great things that the Load had done for 
them, and all the troubles that had come upon 
them, and how God had delivered His servants 
out of all their trials so far. 

Then Jethro rejoiced, and gave thanks, say- 
ing, "Blessed be the Lord, Who hath de-* 
livered you out of the hand of the Egyptiajis^ 
and out of the hand of Pharaoh, Who hath 
delivered the people from under the hand of 
the I^gyptians ; now I know that the Lord is 
greater than all gods, for in the thing wherein 
they dealt proudly He was above them." And 
Jethro offered sacrifice and burnt-offering to 
God, and the elders came and kept a solemn 
festival with him. 

The next day Jethro saw how Moses sat 
from morning to evening, judging the people, 
and they came the whole day long to him, so 
that he had no rest at alL When Jethro asked 
him about it, Moses said it was so always* 
'^ Because the people come unto me to inquire 
of God ; and when they have a matter they 
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come unto me, and I judge between one and 
another, and I do make them know the statutes 
of God and His laws." 

But his father-in-law told Moses that he 
was wrong to do so much ; and that he would 
wear out if he tried to bear so heavy a burden 
alone, and then how the people would suffer ! 
So Jethro advised Moses to keep to himself 
the office of teaching the people God's laws 
and ordinances, and of guiding them, and di- 
recting them, and bringing all their needs be- 
fore God ; but he urged him to appoint from 
among the people, wise men, who feared God, 
and loved the truth, and would not seek their 
own selfish ends ; and to appoint them to be 
judges in all common matters ; settling that all 
great things they should bring to Moses to 
decide, but that in lesser matters they might 
share Moses' burden. Moses did not reject 
his father-in-law's advice, but listened patiently, 
and followed all that he said. Although he 
was appointed by God to be the ruler of a 
whole people, and had so many wonderful gifts 
above other men, yet he was not proud and 
self-satisfied, and above receiving advice and 
guidance from others, and God's blessing rested 
on his humility in following Jethro's advice, 
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which enabled him to go on and govern the 
people much better and more thoroughly. 

After this Jethro went back to Midian ; but 
his son Raguel stayed with Moses. 



MOUNT SINAI. 

At last, three months after they had left 
Egypt, the children of Israel came to the wil- 
derness of Sinai, and there they pitched their 
tents before the Mount. Then Moses went up 
the Mount into God's Special Presence, and 
the Lord spoke to him, saying, " Thus shalt 
thou say unto the house of Jacob, and tell the 
children of Israel, Ye have seen what I did 
unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on 
eagles' wings, and brought you unto Myself. 
Now therefore, if ye will obey My Voice in- 
deed, and keep My covenant, then ye shall be 
a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people ; 
for all the earth is Mine, and ye shall be unto 
Me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation." 

Then Moses called together the elders of the 
people, and told them the words of the Lord ; 
and the people answered, " All that the Lord 
hath spoken we will do.'* The Lord then told 



186 READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE. 

Moses that He would come in a thick cloud, 
and speak unto him before all the people, that 
they might hear, and believe for ever. In 
preparation for this God desired that the people 
should be sanctified, that is, made holy by 
prayers and sacrifices, — and this also was the 
spiritual intention of the washing both of them- 
selves and of their garments, — and be ready 
against the third day, for on that day the Lord 
would come down upon Mount Sinai, in the 
sight of all the people, that is, they should see 
His Cloud, and His Fire, and His Glory. 
Moreover God gave very strict laws that none 
of the people should go up into the Mount, or 
touch even the border of it ; and if anyone 
living, man or beast, touched the Mount, they 
should die. 

And it came to pass on the third day in the 
morning, that there were thunders and light- 
nings, and a thick cloud upon the Mount, and 
the Voice of the trumpet exceeding loud, so 
that all the people trembled. And Moses 
brought forth the people out of the camp to 
meet with God, and they stood at the lower 
part of the Mount. And Mount Sinai was 
altogether in a smoke, because the Lord de- 
scended upon it in fire, and the smoke thereof 
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ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the 
whole Mount quaked greatly. And when the 
Voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed 
louder and louder, Moses spake, and God an- 
swered him by a Voice. And the Lord came 
down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the 
Mount, and the Lord called Moses up to the 
top of the Mount, and Moses went up. Then 
the Lord desired Moses to lay upon the people 
very solemn orders not to attempt to press 
nearer to gaze, and then to return with Aaron, 
while He gave forth His Law. 

Then God gave His people those laws which 
have ever since been called the Ten Command- 
ments, and which have from that day to this 
been the rule of all His Church Universal, 
though rather in spirit than in the letter ; as, 
for instance, it is no longer the Sabbath, or 
seventh day, that we keep holy, but the First, 
or Lord's Day. And that because One has 
come, Who "was counted worthy of more 
glory than Moses;" for "Moses was faithful 
in all His house, as a servant • . • but Christ 
as a Son over His own house." 

The law, as S. Paul tells us, " made nothing 
perfect ; but the bringing in of a better hope " 
through Christ " did, by the which we draw 
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nigh unto God." Christ " taketh away the 
first — that is, the Law of Moses — that He may 
establish the second, even His own Gospel, 
which is love and liberty. 

Not such a liberty as that we may be care- 
less, and please ourselves; for S. Paul also 
tells us, *' He that despised Moses' law died 
without mercy . . . and of how much sorer 
punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son 
of God, and hath counted the blood of the Co- 
venant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of 
Graced 

Perhaps some may think that, if they had 
stood before Mount Sinai, and had seen that 
blackness, and darkness, and fire, and had heard 
that mighty trumpet, and that awful, myste- 
rious Voice of God, they could never have been 
careless any more, or have ever forgotten and 
neglected those Commandments. But such 
persons must be told that a much more solemn 
and greater law of love is upon us Christians, 
who are under the Gospel ; for " we are come 
unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the 
Living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 
innumerable company of angels, to the general 
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assembly and church of the first-born, which 
are written in heaven ; and to God the Judge 
of all, and to the spirits of just men made per- 
fect, and to Jesus, the Mediator of the New 
C!ovenant." 



THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

Then the Lord '' talked face to face out of 
the midst of the fire " to His people, and said, 
" I am the Lord thy God, Which brought 
thee up out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage. 

"Thou shalt have none other Gods before 
Me. 

" Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the waters beneath the earth : 
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, 
nor serve them ; for I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fethers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate Me, and showing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love Me, 
and keep My commandments. 
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'* Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord 
thy God in vain ; for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh His Name in vain. 

'^Remember the sabbath day, to keep it 
holy. Six days thou shalt labour, and do all 
thy work ; but the seventh day is the sabbath 
of the Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not do 
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy 
cattle, nor the stranger that is within thy 
gates ; that thy manservant and maidservant 
may rest as well as thou. And remember that 
thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and 
that the Lord thy God brought thee out 
thence through a mighty hand and by a 
stretched out arm : therefore the Lord thy 
God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day. 

'' Honour thy father and thy mother, as the 
Lord thy God hath commanded thee, that thy 
days may be prolonged, and that it may go 
well with thee, in the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee. 

" Thou shalt not kill. 

'' Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

*^ Thou shalt not steal. 

'' Thou shalt not bear false witness against 
thy neighbour. 
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*' Thou shalt not desire thy neighbour's wife. 
" Neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour's 
house, his field, or his manservant or his maid- 
servant, his ox, or his ass, or anything that is 
thy neighbour's." 

When the people heard the trumpet and the 
thunder, and saw the lightning, and the smoke, 
and the mountain burning with fire, they were 
afraid ; and they went farther off and S£ud to 
Moses, " Speak thou with us, and we will hear ; 
but let not God speak with us, lest we die. 
But go thou near, and hear all that the Lord 
our God shall say ; and speak thou unto us all 
that the Lord our God shall speak unto thee, 
and we will hear4t and do it." 

Then that Merciful, loving FATHStt heard 
the words of the people, and said to Moses, 
^' O that there were such an heart in this 
people, that they would fear Me, and keep all 
My commandments always, that it might be 
well with them, and with their children for 
ever !" 

Moses remained near the thick darkness, 
and God gave him many more precepts for the 
people, and said, ^'Behold, I send an Angel 
before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to 
bring thee to the place which I have prepared. 
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Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke 
him not; for be will not pardon your trans- 
gressions, for My Name is in bim. But if 
thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all 
that I speak, then I will be an enemy unto 
thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine 
adversaries. For Mine angel shall go before 
thee .... and ye shall serve the Lord your 
God, and He shall bless thy bread and thy 
water ; and I will take sickness awav from the 
midst of thee. I will send My fear before 
thee, and will destroy all the people to whom 
thou shalt come, and I will make all thine 
enemies turn their backs unto thee." 



THE GOLDEN CALF. 

After this the Lord desired Moses to come 
up with Aaron, and two of his sons, Nadab and 
Abihu, and with seventy of the elders of IsraeL 
These were all to worship afar off, and Moses 
alone was to go near to God. So early in the 
morning Moses offered sacrifices and peace of- 
ferings to the Lord, and read the words of 
God's covenant to the people, and they made 
answer, /'AH that the Lord hath said will we 
do, and be obedient/' 
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Then Moses took blood of the sacrifices, ao 
sprinkled it on the people, and said, '' Beholo 
the blood of the covenant, which the Lord 
hath made with you concerning all these 
words." This sprinkling of blood was, as S. 
Peter and S. Paul teach us, a foreshadowing of 
the " everlasting covenant," " the sprinkling of 
the blood of our Loan Jesus Christ, that Great 
Shepherd of the sheep," Who, because " with- 
out shedding of blood is no remission of sins," 
came to do the will of God, and in that His 
precious blood'Shedding to sanctify and perfect 
His people once for all. 

Then Moses was called by God into the midst 
of the cloud ; the people saw the cloud like a 
devouring fire on the top of the Mount ; and 
they saw Moses enter therein. For forty days 
and f(Nrty nights Moses was in the Mount 
*' with the Lord," and during that time he 
neither ate bread nor drank water; in which 
long and mysterious fast we see set forth that, 
which our Blessed Lord kept on earth, when 
for forty days and forty nights He fasted in the 
wilderness; 

During this time God gave many laws to 
Moses concerning all things belonging to His 
worship : how they were to make Him a sane- 
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jh He gave the most minute de- 
^n ark of testimony, wherein the 
xiid meet the Priests and commune with 
, and give commandments for the people. 

Everything belonging to the service of God 
was to be very beautiful and costly ; and all 
the people were to bring offerings for the 
Sanctuary, but the Lord said that only offer- 
ings given heartily were acceptable in His Sight. 
" Of every man that giveth it willingly with 
his heart ye shall take My offering." 

The Ark was to be covered with pure gold, 
and the mercy- seat, and the altar, and the can- 
dlesticks, and all the holy vessels, and the 
curtains of the tabernacle were to be of fine 
linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet. There 
was to be pure oil to burn unceasingly in the 
lamp before the tabernacle, and spices for 
anointing oil, and for burning in sweet incense. 
!Por Aaron, and his four sons Nadab, Abihu, 
Eleazar, and Ithamar, who were to be priests 
before God, He appointed " holy garments for 
glory and for beauty.'* Aaron was to wear an 
Ephod (a garment consisting of two parts, one 
hanging down the back, the other over the 
breast, jpined at the shoulder by a clasp) of 
gold, mixed with " cunning," that is, skilful 
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work in blue, scarlet, and purple. It was to 
have onyx stones engraved with the names of 
the twelve tribes on the shoulders, and a costly 
girdle. The High Priest was also to wear a 
blue robe, with embroidery and gold upon the 
hem ; and a coat of fine linen embroidered, and 
a mitre of pure gold, with a blue lace upon it ; 
and on the front of the mitre was engraved 
" Holiness to the Lord.'* But the principal 
part of the High Priest's garb was the breast- 
plate, which was square, about three inches 
every way. In it were set four rows of precious 
stones, and on each of the twelve stones the 
name of a tribe in Israel was to be graven. 
Four rings of gold in the breastplate were to 
meet four like rings in the Ephod, and ribbons 
or laces of blue, and chains of gold were to be 
passed through these rings, to keep the breast- 
plate in its proper place. The names of the 
twelve tribes were to be thus worn by the 
High Priest upon his heart, that when he went 
in unto the holy place, they might be continually 
remembered, as it were, before the Lord. 

Not only did God deign thus to give sudi 
minute directions as to the dress Rfs priests 
should wear, He then gave special instructions 
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about their ''hallowing/' or being set apart, 
and the sacrifices to bQ offered isk so doing. 
Next as to the service of the sanctuary, the 
burning swoet ince.pse» lighting of lamps, the 
washing, and anointing of the priests, and many 
more such things. And when the Lord had 
madie an end of communing with Moses upon 
Mount Sinai, He gave him two tables of ^one, 
on which the Law of God was written by the 
Finger of God Himself' 

Meanwhile there was wild work going oa be- 
Ipw. After a little while, when Moses did not 
retym, the people forgot the signs and wcmders 
they had seen, and grew impatient. So Uiey 
went to Aaron, and said tp.him, ^' Up, make us 
god^, which shall go before us ; for as. for this 
Mpses, the man that brought U9 up out of the 
land of Egypt, we wptnot whut is become of him." 

Instead of rebuking, and reminding them of 
tb^ commandment they bad so lately jmunised 
to Qbey, Aaron, bid them all bring bim their 
golden earrings, and he m^l^ted them, and ahiqped 
the gold into a qalC, (which, wits one of the 
idols of Egypt). Then the people praised this 
image, and said, '* These be thy gods, Israel, 
which brought thee up: out of the laod of 
Egypt." 
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Then they buift i^ altisif , and offered sacrifices 
to the idol, and feastect and rejoiced. 

Bat the Lord spake to Moses, and siaid, 
** Arise, get tbee down quickly from hence ; for 
thy people which thou hast brought forth out 
of Egypt have irrupted themselves ; they are 
quickly turned aside out of the way which I 
commanded them, they have made them ^ 
iDOltefii i«aage.'' 

So Moses made bai^e to go down, with the 
stone tables in his hand. And when he came 
near to the caddp, he heard the people shouting 
acid Ganging, loid daw them dancing before their 
idol the golden caif. l^en Moses' ianger grew 
hot, and he took the <^lf — " your sin,'' as he 
called it, in speaking to tbe people afterwards, 
— ^and burnt it, and stamped and ground it into 
^dSl, and thuew the dust into the wiat^,fmd made 
the <Mdreti of Israel to drink of the water. 

Then Moses turned to Aaron, and asked hitd 
whftt the peofde had done to him that he had 
let them be guilty of such deaaly sin ? Aaron 
beigan to make excuses, btit Moses (who was 
told of Got) what he should do,) stood in the 
eatnp and cried out, "^ Who is on the Lord's 
side ? let him come unto me." Then all the 
tribe of Levi came to him ; and Moses said to 
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theiD, *' Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, 
Put every man his sword by his side, and go in 
and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, 
and slay every man his brother, and every man 
his companion, and every man his neighbour." 
And the Levites obeyed, and about three thou- 
sand men were killed that day for their sinful 
idolatry. 

The Lord was very angry with Aaron too, 
and would have slain him, but Moses prayed 
that he might be forgiven ; and he went be- 
fore the Lord, and prayed very earnestly for 
the people, saying, '' O Lord, this people have 
sinned a great sin in making them gods of gold : 
yet now, if Thou wilt forgive their sin — ; and if 
not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of Thy book 
which Thou hast written." 

Then God answered Moses, saying, " Whoso- 
jever hath sinned against Me, him will I blot out 
of My book. Therefore now go, lead the people 
unto the place of which I have spoken unto 
thee : behold. Mine Angel shall go before thee." 

And while Moses spoke with God " face to 
face, as a man speaketh unto his friend/' the 
people saw how the pillar of cloud descended at 
the door of the tabernacle, and they were filled 
with awe and worshipped. 
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Then Moses asked the Lord to show him 
that He would indeed lead His people into the 
promised land ; and the Lord answered, " My 
Presence shall go with thee, and I will give 
thee rest." Then Moses ventured to ask Goo 
to show him His glory; and the Lord an- 
swered, " Thou canst not see My Face, for 
there shall no man see Me and live. But I will 
make all My goodness pass before thee, and I will 
proclaim the Name of the Lord before thee." 

So the Lord commanded Moses to make 
ready two tables of stone instead of those which 
were broken, and to come up early in the 
morning to Mount Sinai. Moses obeyed ; 
*' and the Lord descended in the cloud, and 
stood with him there, and proclaimed the Name 
of the Lord, and the Lord passed by before 
him, and proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abund- 
ant in goodness and truth ; keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression, 
and sin, and that will by no means clear the 
guilty ; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children, and upon the children's children." 
Then Moses bowed his head to the earth and 
worshipped, and said, " If now I have found 
grace in Thy sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I 
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pray Thee, go among us : for it is a stiff-necked 
people ; and pardon our iniquity and our sin, 
and take us for Thine inheritance." 

Then the Lord renewed His Covenant with 
Moses, and gave him more instructions for the 
people, and forty days and nights again did 
Moses spend in Mount Sinai, with the Lord. 
When he came down again to the people, with 
the Tables of the Law in his hand, Moses' face 
shone so brightly with the glory of the Lord 
on which he had looked, that Aaron and the 
people were afraid, and could not look on him ; 
so Moses covered his face with a veil while he 
spoke unto the people, and told them all that 
God said to them through him. 



THE TABERNACLE AND THE LAW. 

Thb next thing was to obey all the word of 
the Lord, and prepare His Sanctuary : so Mo* 
ses summoned the people, and told those who 
had willing hearts to bring their offerings unto 
the Lord ; and ** every wise-hearted man in 
whom the Lord put wisdom and understanding 
to know how to work all manner of work for 
the service of the sanctuary; even every one 
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whose heart etirred him up to come and do the 
work/' helped, and the people brought so many 
more offerings than enough, that Moses had to 
proclaim that nothing more was needed. Then 
the tabernacle and Ark were made after the 
directions of God; and when everything was 
finished, " Moses did look upon all the work, 
and behold, they had done it as the Lord had 
commanded, even so had they done it, and 
Moses blessed them." 

The solemn blessing that God taught His 
Priests to give the people was this, " The Lord 
bless thee, and keep thee : the Lord make His 
Face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto 
thee : the Lord lift up His Countenance upon 
thee, and ^ve thee peace." 

It was in the second year after the children 
of Israel left Egypt, on the first day of the first 
month, that Moses set up the tabernacle, and 
solemnly anointed and consecrated all the holy 
vessels, according to God's command. And 
** so Moses finished the work. Then a cloud 
covered the tent of the congregation, and the 
glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. And 
Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the 
congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, 
and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 
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And when the cloud was taken up» the children 
of Israel went onward in all tbeir journeys ; but 
if the cloud was not taken up, then they jour- 
neyed not until the day that it was taken up ; 
for the cloud of the Lord was upon the taber- 
nacle by day, and fire was on it by night, in the 
sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all 
their journeys." 

Among the commandments that God gave 
to His people Israel, through Moses, were very 
particular directions about sacrifices, and to 
prove how important obedience was, it came to 
pass that two of Aaron's sons, Nadab and 
Abihu, who did not attend to these directions, 
died. "There went out fire from the Lord 
and consumed them." Even Aaron held his 
peace, and made no lamentation over his lost 
sons, for the Lord forbade it, but through Moses 
He bade all the people to bewail the sin which 
Nadab and Abihu had committed. There 
were many other precepts of the law concern- 
ing all manner of things, both in the religious 
life and the daily life of the people, regarding 
what people are apt to consider little faults, 
and hardly to heed, as if God would not notice 
such things. Some of the precepts are very 
beautiful in their spirit of love and pity : such 
as this law concerning the harvest ; '' When ye 
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reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not 
wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither 
shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest ; 
and thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither 
shalt thou gather every grape of thy vineyard, 
thou shalt leave them for the poor and the 
stranger, the fatherless and the widow, that the 
Lord thy God may bless thee in all the work 
of thy hands. And thou shalt remember that 
thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt, 
therefore I command thee to do this thing." 

God also taught us patience with the in- 
firmities of our brethren, saying, ** Thou shalt 
not curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling-block 
before the blind." And He specially taught us 
reverence to old age, saying, " Thou shalt rise 
up before the hoary head, and honour the face 
of the old man, and fear thy God." 

Moreover, God forbade His people to " go up 
and down tale-bearing." 

Among other things, the Lord bade Moses 
to make two silver trumpets, and promised 
that whenever the people went to war, if they 
blew these trumpets. He would remember them, 
and save them from their enemies. 

Then the Children of Israel set forth again 
out of the wilderness of Sinai, and the Ark of 
the Covenant of the Lord went first to guide 
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them. When the Ark went oa then Moses 
said, ^^ Rise up, Lord, and let Thine enemies 
be scattered, and let them that hate Thee flee 
before Thee;" and when the Ark rested, he 
«aid, " Return, O Load, unto the many thou- 
sands of Israel." 

But the people were still often rebelltous, 
and provoked God to anger. Soon after they 
left the wilderness of Sinai, they began to 
murmur against God, and He was displeased, 
and sent His fire among them and consumed 
many of them. Then they cried to Moses, and 
when he prayed to God the fire was quenched. 
But again the people began to complain, be- 
cause they were tired of eating manna so long. 
So they began to weep, and to say, "Who 
shall give ns flesh to eat? we remember the 
fish, which we did eat in Egypt fiieely ; the cu- 
cumbers, and the melons, and the leekd, and 
the onions, and the garlick ; but now our soul 
is dried away, there is nothing at all, besides 
this manna, before our eyes." 

When Moses heard all the people weep, he 
was very much displeased, and the anger of 
the Lord was kindled at their ingratitude. 
Then Moses prayed to God in his trouble, and 
said, " Wherefore hast Thou afflicted Thy ser- 
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vant ? and wherefore have I sot found favour 
in Thy sight, that Thou layest the burden of 
all this people upon me ? Have I conceived all 
this peoplie ? have I begotten them that Thou 
should^st say unto me, Carry them in thy bo** 
som, as a nursing father beareth the sucking 
child, unto the land which Thou swarest unto 
their fathers? whence should I have flesh to 
give unto all this people ? for they weep unto 
me, saying, Give us flesh, that we may eat. 
I am not able to bear all this people alone, be* 
cau3e it is too heavy for me ;. and if Thou deal 
thus with me, kill me, I pray Thee, out of 
hand, if I have found favour in Thy Sight, and 
let. me not see my wretchedness." 

The Lord did not rebuke Moses for his sor^ 
row of heart ; but He bade him gather to the 
tabernacle seventy of the elders of Israel, and 
promised that He would come down there, and 
talk with them, and that He would take of the 
spirit which rested on Moses, and put it upon 
the elders, so that they might bear the burdent 
of the people with, him. Moreover the Loao 
desired Moses to speak to the people, and say,, 
** Sanctify yourselves against to-morrow, and 
ye shall eat flesh ; for ye have wept in the Eaira 
of the liOap, saying, Who shall give us flesh ta 
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eat, for it was well with us in Egypt. There- 
fore the Lord will give you flesh, and ye shall 
eat; ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, 
nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty 
days ; but even a whole month, until it come 
out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto 
you : because that ye have despised the Lord 
Which is among you, and have wept before 
Him, saying, Why came we forth out of Egypt ?" 

When Moses heard this, he said, " The 
people among whom I am are six hundred 
thousand footmen ; and Thou hast said, I will 
give them flesh, that they may eat a whole 
month ! Shall the flocks and the herds be 
slain for them, to suffice them ? or shall all the 
fish of the sea be gathered together for them, 
to suffice them ?'* 

But God answered Moses, " Is the Lord's 
Hand waxed short ? thou shalt now see whether 
My Word shall come to pass unto thee or not." 

And then God caused a wind to blow, which 
brought up great flights of quails, and they fell 
on every side for a circle of between twenty i^nd 
thirty miles, and two or three feet in depth one 
above another. , Then the people began eagerly 
to gather up the birds ; but even while they 
were feeding upon this much coveted food, the 
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wrath of^GoD came upon them, and smote the 
people with a plague, and many died there in 
their sin of gluttony. 



AARON AND MIRIAM'S SIN. 

God has always led His chosen ones along 
the path of sorrow and trial, and we are con- 
tinually reminded of this as we read the history 
of Moses ; for no sooner is he free from one 
care and anxiety, than we find him troubled 
and perplexed, though not cast down, by some 
fresh one rising up. Sometimes his foes were 
of his own household, as when Aaroti made the 
idol calf; and when Nadab and Abihu broke 
the Lord's commands, and offered strange fire. 
Now again a trouble rose up in the shape of 
Aaron and Miriam, who became jealous of 
Moses, and spoke against him, saying, '' Hath 
the Lord indeed spoken only by Moses ? hath 
He not spoken also by us ?" 

Now God's Holy Spirit has left on record 
in the Book of Numbers, that '^ Moses was 
very meek, above all the men that were upon 
the face of the earth ;" and we know from our 
Saviour's Own Lips, that '^Blessed are the 
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meek ;" the Same Holy Spirit has also taught 
us that " God will arise to judgment and help 
all the meek upon earth." So now, though 
Moses did not arise to defend his own cause, 
God heard the envious unholy words of Miriam 
and Aaron, and He spake suddenly unto them, 
and said, " Come out ye three unto the taber- 
nacle of the congregation/' So they went, and 
the Lord came down in the pillar of the doud, 
and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and 
called Miriam and Aaron, and said to them, 
** Hear now My words. If there be a prophet 
among you, I the Lord will make Myself 
known unto him in a vision, and will speak 
unto him in a dream. My servant Moses is 
not so, (as ye have said) who is faithful in all 
Mine house, with him will I speak Mouth to 
mouth, even apparently, and not in dark 
speeches ; and the similitude of the Lord shall 
he behold i wherefore then were ye not afraid 
to speak against My servant Moses ? 

And the anger of the Lord wa» kindled, aad 
when He departed, and the doud Was takea off 
the tabernacle, behdd, Miriam was covered 
with leprosy, a most terrible disea^ that made 
all her skin white with a scab. Thai Aaron 
cried out to Moses to have pity on her^ and 
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Moses cried earnestly to God, saying, ** Heal 
her now, Q God, I beseech Thee/* 

But the Lord would not instantly remove 
the punishment He had sent to Miriam ; He 
commanded that she should be shut out of the 
camp for seven days, and then be received back 
again. So Miriam was shut out for a week, 
and at the end of that time she came back, 
humbled in heart, and purified in body, and then 
the people set forth again upon their journey. 



THE PROMISED LAND. 

As the people came nearer to the Promised 
Land, the Lord desired Moses to send some 
men into Canaan, to see it and bring back tid- 
ings to their brethren. So Moses took a chief 
member of every tribe, and sent his servant 
Joshua with them. He bid them see the land, 
whether it was good or bad, and the people, 
what they were like, and whether few or many, 
weak or strong ; and also he bid them bring 
back of the fruit of the land. After forty days 
the men returned, bringing pomegranates and 
figs, and one cluster of grapes, so large, that 
two of them carried it between them on a staff. 
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And they said, "We came linto the land 
whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth 
with milk and honey, and this is the fruit of it. 
Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell 
in the land, and the cities are walled, and very 
great ; and moreover, we saw the children of 
Anak there. The Amalekites dwell in the land 
of the south, and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, 
and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains ; 
and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by 
the coast of Jordan." 

One of the messengers, Caleb, of the tribe of 
Judah, wanted to go forth boldly, and said, 
'' Let us go np at once and possess it, for we 
are well able to overcome," but the others were 
afraid, and said, "We be not able to go up 
against the people, for they are stronger than 
we.'* So they frightened the people, telling 
them that the sons of Anak were giants, and 
that they could never hope to conquer them. 
Then the people gave way to their fears, and 
lifted up their voice and cried ; and they wept 
that night. They murmured once more bit- 
terly against Moses and Aaron, saying, ** Would 
God that we had died in the Land of Egypt ! 
or would God that we had died in this wilder- 
ness 1 wherefore hath the Lord brought us 
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into this land, to fall by the sword, that our 
wives and our children should be a prey ? were 
it not better for us to return into figypt ?" So 
in their fear and folly they said one to another, 
'^ Let us make a captain, and let us return into 
Egypt." 

Then, while Moses and Aaron were stricken 
with grief at the people's wilfulness, Joshua 
and Caleb, who had both been with the rest 

■ 

into Canaan, tore their clothes in token of sor- 
row, and tried to make the people listen to 
reason, saying, " The land which we passed 
through to* search it, is an exceeding good land. 
If the Lord delight in us, then He will bring 
us into this land, and give it us ; a land which 
floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel ye 
not against the Lord, neither fear ye the people 
of the land ; for they are bread for us : their 
defence is departed from them, and the Lord 
is with us ; fear them not." But by this time 
the people had lost all sense and power of list- 
ening to reasoil, and they cried out to one an- 
other tb stone Joshua and Caleb, because they 
tried to persuade them. 

Then the glory of the Lord appeared in the 
tabernacle of the congregation before all the 
children of Israel. And the Lord said unto 
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Moses, "How long will the people provoke 
Me ? and how long will it be ere they believe 
Me, for all the signs which I have showed 
among them ? I will smite them with the 
pestilence, and disinherit them." 

Then Moses began to plead for the ungrate- 
ful people, who set so lightly by all their Lord 
and His servant had done for them. Moses 
said, '' Then the Egyptians shall hear it, and 
they will tell it to the inhabitants of the land, 
for they have heard that Thou art Lord among 
this people ; that Thou, Lord, art seen face to 
face, and that Thy cloud standeth over them, 
and that Thou goest before them, by day-time 
in a pillar of cloud, and in a pillar of fire by 
night. Now if Thou shalt kill all this people 
as one man, then the nations which have heard 
of the fame of Thee will speak, saying. Because 
the Lord was not able to bring this people into 
the land which He sware unto them, therefore 
He hath slain them in the wilderness. And 
now, I beseech Thee, let the power of my 
Lord be great, according as Thou hast spoken, 
saying. The Lord is long-suffering and of great 
mercy ; forgiving iniquity and transgression. . . 
Pardon, I beseech Thee, the iniquity of this 
people according unto the greatness of Thy 
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mercy, and as Thou hast forgiven this people, 
from Egypt until now." 

Then the Lord answered Moses, and said, 
" I have pardoned according to thy word." 
But God is a God of judgment as well as of 
mercy, and while He pardoned and saved these 
sinners from destruction. He yet punished them 
in this world. " As truly as I live," said the 
Lord, "all the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the Lord. Because all those men 
which have seen My glory, and My miracles, 
which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, 
have tempted Me now these ten times, and 
have not hearkened unto My Voice, surely 
they shall not see the land which I sware unto 
their fathers, neither shall any of them that 
provoked Me see it. But My servant Caleb, 
because he had another spirit with him, and 
hath followed Me fully, him will I bring into 
the land whereinto he went ; and his seed shall 
possess it, and Joshua the son of Nun." 

At this time the people were facing the Land 
of Canaan — the Promised Land ; but now God 
commanded Moses to turn them, and lead 
them back into the wilderness, and He made 
known His sentence on the rebellious people, 
through His servant Moses. 
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" As truly as I live, saith the Lord, as ye 
have spoken in Mine ears, so will I do to you : 
Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness ; and 
all that were numbered of you, according to 
your whole number, from twenty years old and 
upward, which have murmured against Me, 
doubtless ye shall not come into the lapd, con- 
cerning which I sware to make you dwell 
therein, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and 
Joshua the son of Nun. But your little ones, 
which ye said should be a prey, them will I 
bring in, and they shall know the land which 
ye have despised. But as for you, your car- 
cases, they shall fall in this wilderness.*' Fur- 
thermore God fitted the punishment of the 
children of Israel to their sins, so that their 
own faults might be their scourge. The mes- 
sengers had been forty days searching the land 
of Canaan, concerning which they gave sijch 
unfair report^ on their return, and so the Lord 
appointed forty years — a year for each day — 
during which their children should wapder in 
the wilderness, and during those years the elder 
generation shotild die there. And this was no 
light punishment, to wander in that dreary wil- 
derness instead of entering upon the " land of 
hills and valleys, that dripketh water of the 
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rain of heaven ; a land which the Lord God 
careth for : the Eyes of the Lobd God are 
always upon it, from the beginning of the year 
even unto the end of the year." Those men 
who bad brought up a slander against the 
Lord, aad displeased God, died of the plagae. 
^'Tbey thought scorn of that pleasant land, 
and gave no credence unto His word .... 
therefore was the wrath of the Lord kmdled 
against His people." 

When the people heard how displeased God 
was with them, they mourned greatly ; and as 
often happens with people who let themselves 
be guided mainly by their feelings, they now 
wanted to disobey God on the opposite side. 
They rose up early in the morning, and went 
up to the top of the mountain, and wanted to 
go off at once to Canaan, where so lately they 
had feared to go. They said, '* We have sinned 
against the Jjohd ; we will go up and fight ; we 
will go up unto the place which the Lord hath 
promised." 

But God's message came to them through 
Moses, *^ Go not up, neither fight, for I am not 
anoong you; lest ye be smitten before your 
enemies; because ye turned away from the 
Lord, therefore the Lord will not be with you." 
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They would not hearken however, and in 
their wilfulness some of the people went forth, 
even though Moses and the Ark did not go 
from the camp. God was not with them, and 
so they were defeated ; the Amalekites and the 
Canaanites came against the children of Israel, 
and smote them, and drove them hack as far 
as Hormah. 

Truly God is a Loving and a Merciful God, 
and ready to forgive. He was indeed " pro- 
voked every day" by His people, and yet He 
never ceased to succour and lead them. While 
we wonder at the faithlessness and rebellion of 
the children of Israel let us take good heed 
that we do not fall into their sin ; that we are 
not fighting against God in our daily life ; mis- 
trusting His Providence, and wilfully seeking 
our own pleasure rather than His Will ; " for if 
God spared not" these His own chosen people ; 
let us " take heed lest He also spare not us." 



KORAH, DATHAN, AND ABIRAM. 

After awhile, a fresh trouble rose in the 
Hebrew camp. Certain men of high repute in. 
the congregation, well known and respected 
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men, led by three chiefs, (one of whom was a 
Levite,) by name Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
rose up against Moses and Aaron, and said 
unto them, " Ye take too much upon you, see- 
ing all the congregation are holy, every one of 
them, and the Lord is among them : wherefore 
then lift ye up yourselves above the congrega- 
tion of the Lord ?" 

When Moses heard these words, instead of 
being very angry, he humbled himself, falling 
upon his face before God ; and having com- 
muned with the Lord he made answer, " To- 
morrow the Lord will show who are His, and 
who is holy, and will cause him to come near 
unto Him ; even him whom He hath chosen 
will He cause to come near unto Him." 

Then Moses told the presumptuous men 
what God had appointed to prove them. 

" This do ; — take you censers, Korah and all 
his company, and put fire therein, and put 
incense in them before the Lord to-morrow : 
and it shall be that the man whom the Lord 
doth choose, he shall be holy ; ye take too 
much upon you, ye sons of Levi." Moses 
further reproached them with their ingratitude 
in not being content with the place to which 
God had called them, saying, " Hear, I pray 
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you, ye sous of Levi ; seemeth it but a small 
thing unto you, that the IjOrd Gop of Israel 
hath separated you from the congregation of 
Israel, to bring you near unto Himself to do 
the service of the taberaacle of the Lord, and 
to stand before the congregation to minist^ 
unto them ?" 

Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram, but they 
would not come, and sent a bold, self-confident 
message instead. Then Moses ceased to plead 
with these wicked men for their own welfare, 
and left the judgment of the Lord to take its 
course. According to God's command, he 
summoned Kprah and all bis company — two 
hundred and fifty men, to come with their 
censers. So ithey came, and Aaron with his 
censers, and they 4II stood by the door of the 
tabernacle. Then the glory of the Lord ap- 
pieared unto all the congregation, and the Lord 
spake unto Moses and Aaron saying, '* Sepa- 
rate yourselves fi*om among the congregation, 
that I may consume them in a motnent," 

Then Moses and Aaron fell down on their 
faces before the Lord, and intreated Him to 
spftre the people. And God answered, saying, 
" §peak unto the congregation, saying, Get 
you up from about the tabernacle of Korah, 
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Dathan, and Abiram/' Then Moses went with 
the elders of Israel, and warned the people to 
come out from among those unholy men, say- 
ing, *' Depart, I pray you, from the tents of 
these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, 
lest ye be consumed in all their sins." 

The people were overawed, and felt doubt- 
less that the Lord was indeed with His ser- 
vant Moses ; and they drew away on all 
sides from Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. Mean- 
while those men came out, and stood in the 
door of their tents, their wives and their chil- 
dren around them. Then Mo^es spoke to all 
the people, saying, "Hereby ye shall knqw 
that the Lord hath sent me to do all these 
works ; for I have not done them of mine own 
mind. If these men die the common death of 
all men, or if t)iey be visited after the visitation 
of all men ; then the Lord hath not sent me. 
But if the Lord make a new thiogy and the 
earth open her mouth, and swallow tbpm up, 
with all that appertain unto thenf, and they gp 
down quick' into the pit ; then shall ye upder? 
stand that these men have provoked the Lord." 

Then was God*s Judgment most wonder- 
fully shown forth before all the people; for 

^ I.e. alive. 
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even as Moses ceased speaking, the ground 
was cloven asunder, and the earth opened her 
mouth, and swallowed them up ; — Korah, Da- 
than, and Abiram, and all that were with them, 
— their families, their tents, and all their pos- 
sessions. They and all that belonged to them, 
went down alive into the pit, and the earth 
closed again upon them, and they perished 
from among the congregation. Then the peo- 
ple were very greatly afraid — and at the cry 
that rose up from those perishing sinners all 
Israel fled in great terror and awe. Then fire 
came down from the Lord and consumed the 
two hundred and fifty men that had ofiered 
incense with Korah. Thus awftiUy did God 
visit the sin of schism among His people. 

Then the Lord commanded that Eleazar the 
son of Aaron (who was a priest) should take 
the censers which those bad men had used, and 
make them into broad plates for the altar, as 
a continual sign and remembrance to the chil- 
dren of Israel that what God appoints cannot 
lightly be set aside by man. 

Now the Priesthood of the Jewish Church 
was appointed by God to flow in a regular 
channel, and to show how God honours His 
own ordinance, S. Paul, speaking of our Blessed 



KORAH, DATBAN, AND ABIRAM. 221 

Lord as the High Priest and Head of His 
Church, says, ''No man taketh this hoaour 
unto himself, but he that is called of God, as 
was Aaron, — so also Christ glorified not Him- 
self to be made an High Priest, but He that 
said unto Him, My Son, this day have I be- 
gotten Thee." Herein in the taking upon 
themselves of this honour, we see the great sin 
of these men who rebelled against that order 
which God had appointed, and which was the 
representative of His authority to His people. 
Just as our Lord says of His Apostles in 
the Christian Church, "Whoso hearetb you, 
heareth Me, and whoso despiseth you, despiseth 
Me ; and he that despiseth Me, despiseth Him 
that sent Me." 

Eleazar did as he was commanded, and the 
memorial was made, " that no stranger come 
near to offer incense unto the Lord, that he 
be not as Korah, and as his company." 

But the people did not yet see how much 
they had been forgiven : they began the next 
day again to murmur against Moses and 
Aaron, saying, '' Ye have Jiilled the people of 
the Lord." Then as they looked toward the 
tabernacle of the congregation, they saw the 
glory of the Lord resting there, and the Lord 
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spoke to Moses, saying, " Get you up from 
among this congregation, that I may consume 
them in a moment." 

Straightway there began a fearful plague 
among the people, and many died in it. Then 
IVfoses bade Aaron take a censer and go quickly 
through the congregation, and make an atone- 
ment for them ; and Aaron obeyed, and went 
quickly among the people, " and he stood be- 
tween the dead and the living, and the plague 
was stayed." But before it was stayed, be- 
tween fourteen and fifteen thousand persons 
died of it. 

There is another High Priest, greater than 
Aaronj Who has come to stand between the 
living and the dead, and to save the souls of 
all those who will receive that most blessed 
Atonement, and "Who is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God." 

And if Aaron's censer carried life into the 
cardp of Israel, how much more does the Sa- 
crifice of Christ bring life to us? "Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of Grace, 
that W6 may* obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need." 
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THB WATERS OF MERIBAH. 

TiMB passed on — ^the people had to fulfil all 
the appointed days of their wanderings : they 
returned once more into the desert of Zin, and 
there Miriam died and was buried. 

Again the lack of water troubled the people, 
and again they complained against Moses and 
Aaron, as helplessly and hopelessly as if they 
had never had any wants supplied by special 
miracle of God. The £x)rd answered Mosfes' 
ciy for help, saying, " Take the rod, and gather 
thou the assembly together, thou and Aaron 
thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before 
their eyes ; and it shall give forth water, and 
thou shalt bring forth to them water out of 
the rdck, so thou shalt give the congregation 
and their beasts drink." 

Moses took the rod, and gathered the con- 
gr^gsttion tbgether before the rock, and he said 
to them, " Hear now, ye rebels, must we fetch 
you water out df this rock ?" And hieing vexed 
very gres^tly with the people, Moses lifted up 
bis band, and smote the rock twite, and the 
water came 'out a'butndanltly', so that the con- 
gregation add all theit beasts had plenty to 
[lri!ak. 
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Then the Lord rebuked Moses and Aaron, 
and told them that because they had not be- 
lieved His word, or obeyed Him to sanctify 
Him before the people, therefore they should 
not bring the people into the Land of Promise. 
It seemed a severe punishment for what we 
should be tempted to call a passing act of im- 
petuosity and want of faith ; but God had told 
Moses that He was a jealous Gtod, and would 
be wholly and entirely obeyed. We are apt to 
speak lightly of a hasty spirit and temper, but 
see what it cost Moses, though his anger was 
in God's cause. Almighty God saw fit to 
mark that hasty temper, that *' provoked 
spirit," that '' speaking unadvisedly with his 
lips," that want of patient faith, with so great 
a punishment. It seems as if their fault was 
chiefly that, letting themselves be carried away 
by the anger of the moment* they forgot the 
peculiar Presence and authority of the Lord, 
and so led them to speak as if it was their work 
that brought water from the rock, and as if 
they, not the Lord, were afironted and injured 
by the people's wilfulness. That hastiness 
caused some irreverence — some forgetfulness of 
God — and for this hasty speech, they lost the 
Land of Promise. Do we never peril our 
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Promised Land by faaety, unholy words ? Mo-* 
ses pleaded for forgiveness, saying, ** O Lord 
GoDi Thou hast begun to show Thy servant 
Thy greatness, and Thy mighty Hand : for 
what God is there in heaven or in earth, that can 
do according to Thy works, and according to* 
Thy might ? I pray Thee, let me go over, and 
see the good land tliat is beyond Jordan, that 
goodly mountain, and Lebanon." But the 
Lord c^swered, '^ Let it suffice thee, speak no 
more unto Me of this matter — get thee up into 
the top of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes west- 
ward, and northward, and southward, and east- 
wvd, and behold it with thine eyes ; for thou 
shalt not go ov^ this Jordan." 

Soon after this, when the people were come 
into the land of Edom, the Lord caUed Moses, 
and said, '^ Aaron shall be gathered unto his 
people, for he shall not enter into the land 
which I have given unto the children of Israel^ 
because ye rebelled against My word at the 
water of Meribah. Take Aaron and Eleazar 
his son, and bring them up unto Mount Hor, 
and strip Aaron of his garments, and put them 
upon Eleazar his son ; and Aaron shall be ga- 
thered unto his people, and shall die there." 

That must have been a solemn asoent unto 
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Mount Hor, those three servants of God go- 
ing up with the knowledge that when two of 
them returned to their earthly labours, the 
third, their father and brother, would have en- 
tered into his rest, no more to see the glory of 
the Lord through a cloud only, but face to 
face. But all of them were accustomed to 
think only of God's will, and to obey that in 
calm, unquestioning faith : and so though we 
read that the children of Israel mourned thirty 
days when they knew that Aaron was dead ; 
we are not told in Holy Scripture that Moses 
and Eleazar mourned or sorrowed over ' him 
who was departing from them for a season. 
Moses did as the Lord commanded, he took 
Aaron's priestly robes off him, and put them 
upon Eleazar his son, and then the Lord took 
Aaron out of the weary strife of this world's 
wilderness, and Moses and Eleazar came down 
again together, and returned to their labours, 
remembering that ''their time was in His 
Hand," and ready to ''wait all the days of 
their appointed time, until their change too 
should come." Perhaps it was at this time 
that Moses breathed his heart's prayer in the 
ninetieth Psalm, which has always been attri- 
buted in the Church to him. 
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" A thousand years in Thy sight are but as 
yesterday, seeing that is past as a watch in 
the night. 

" As soon as Thou scatterest them they are 
even as a sleep ; and fade away suddenly like 
the grass. 

" In the morning it is green and groweth up : 
but in the evening it is cut down, dried up and 
withered. 

" For we consume away in Thy displeasure ; 
and are afraid at Thy wrathful indignation. 

" Thou hast set our misdeeds before Thee : 
and our secret sins in the light of Thy Coun- 
tenance. 

^' For when Thou art angry all our days are 
gone : we bring our years to an end, even as a 
tale that is told 

" O teach us to remember our days ; that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

" Turn Thee again, O Lord, at the last : and 
be gracious unto Thy servants 

^' Comfort us again now after the time that 
Thou hast plagued us: and for the years 
wherein we have suffered adversity. 

" Show Thy servants Thy work : and their 
children Thy glory. 

" And the glorious Majesty of the Lord our 
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God be upon us : prosper Thou the work of 
our bauils upon us, O pnosper Tbou our handy- 
work." 



THE BRAZEN SERPENT. 

*'My people are bent to backsliding from 
Me/** the Holy Spirit of God said through 
one of His prophets. And indeed, as we read 
their history, it does seem as if their want of 
faith and their mistrustful complaints would 
never be ov^come by any number of miracles 
or judgments. Let us, while we read and 
wonder at their unbelief^ take heed, lest we who 
are brought into a still closer, more siiaGred 
covenant with God, in the Blood of Hia Son 
our Saviour Jbsus Christ, fall short of His 
promises through an evil heart of unbelief. 

Soon after Aaron's death, as the people 
journeyed from Mount Hor by tin^ way of the 
Red Sea, towards Edom, they b^an to lose 
heart, and be very grea^iy discouraged. Then 
instead of seeking help and oomfort in the 
right way, by oallicig upon that Gm4e Who 
had led them so unfailingly hitWtp, thc^y ^' 

^ Hoaea xi. 7* 
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not beKere hi Him, and ptit not their trust in 
His help,'* bat spake against Him, and against 
Moses, and said, '' Wherefore have ye brought 
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness ?^* 

Then in His displeasure, God sent fiery 
serpents and scorpions, whose bite was death ; 
and many of the people died. Then the people 
came to Moses and said, '* We have sinned, for 
we hare spoken against the LiOrd, and against 
thee ; [»ay unto the Lord that He take away 
the serpents from us." Truly Moses seemed 
to know beforehand our Blessed Lord's rule of 
forgiving a brother, not seven times only, but 
seventy times seven ; for however often this 
wayward flock he was intrusted with, failed and 
sinned against Him, he was ever ready to come to 
their help, and plead with the Lord for them. 
So now again he prayed that they might be 
delivered from this scourge. And the Lord 
saiid unto Moses, '* Make thee a fiery serpent, 
and set it upon a pole, and it shall come to 
pass, that every one that is bitten, when he 
looketh upon it, shall live.** 

Then Moses made a serpent of brass, and 
put it (m a pole, and it came to pass, that who- 
ever was bitten by the serpents about had but 
to look upon the serpent of brass, and his life 
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Was saved. Perhaps many of the people did 
not understand that the brazen serpent was» as 
king Solomon says, " a sign of salvation .... 
for he that turned' himself toward it was not 
saved by the thing that he saw, but by Thee, 
That art the Saviour of all. For they were 
pricked that they should remember Thy words, 
and were quickly saved, that lest falling into 
deep forgetfulness, they might be continually 
mindful of Thy goodness. For it was neither 
herb, nor mollifying plaster that restored them 
to health : but Thy Word, O Lord, which 
healeth all things." But they would not all 
see this. Most likely some of the people dis- 
believed in the wonderful cure, and thought it 
impossible that by so slight a thing as a mere 
glance, such a deadly poison could be prevented 
from killing them ; and if there were such who 
refused to try the healing means set before 
them, they must have perished miserably. We 
may perhaps wonder very much at their hard- 
ness and dulness ; but let us take heed, that in 
so doing, we condemn not ourselves. For we 
are surrounded by dangers even as they were : 
we have all been bitten by the serpent sin. 
Temptations and faults of all kinds are, like 
serpents and scorpions, putting our soul's life 
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in danger on every side. We have all need to 
be healed ; and we too have a certain healing 
remedy unto which we must look. The Holy 
Spirit of God has told us by the Apostle S. 
John, that '' as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have eternal life.*' And 
that there might be no doubt as to the meaning 
of that "lifting up," Christ Himself having 
said, " I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men 
unto Me," His beloved disciple explains His 
words, adding, " This He said, signifying what 
death He should die." Let us then never 
cease in all time of our sorrow or sin, as well as 
in joy and gladness, to '' look up " with the 
look of faith, stedfastly unto the Cross, the 
sign of our redemption, the Tree of Life, the 
blessed wood of healing, certain of the gift of 
life, and remembering Who has said, " Him 
that Cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast 
out ;" and that it is in that Cross, that up- 
lifted Tree, that S. Paul says he gloried. And 
what is that look of faith ? It is the look of 
the heart in trust and love. And it will as we 
gaze, draw us from ourselves to Christ, and 
then it will draw down His power and grace to 
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QCL There goes virtue out of Him to heal ns 
all through ; and hy that look, as it grows 
more and* more fixed and searching, we diall 
more deeply learn to find the atonement of our 
guilt in the Passion which took place upon 
that Cros» uplifted ; and our freedom from the 
power of sin, by its outward application to our 
souls, through God's own appointed channels. 



BALAAM. 



If the Loan be with them that fights who 
shall withstand? The Lord was Israel's 
leader : and so they conquered Sihon, king of 
the Amorites, who refused to let the people 
pass through his country. Then Og, the king 
of Bashan, went out to give them battle, and 
he too, and his army, were defeated by the 
Lord's people. 

Then the Israelites came into the land of 
Moab, and the king of that country and bis 
people were very much frightened, expecting 
that they too should be conquered and over- 
thrown. They said, " Now shall this company 
lick up all that are round about us, as the ox 
licketh up the grass of the field. ^' 



Now at a place called Pethor, in the land of 
Mesapotamia, there dwelt a prophet, or as he 
is sometimes called, a soothsayer, — one who 
had the gift of foretelling what was to ccxne. 
la his trouble, Balak, the king of Moab, 
thought of this prophet ; and that perhaps he, 
bjr cursing the Israelites, might cause them to 
be defeated. So Balak sent some of his 
officers to summon this prophet Balaam, send- 
ing presents for him, and saying, ^^BeboM, 
there is a people come out from Egypt, behold 
they cover the &ce q£ the earth, and they abide 
over against me. Come now therefore, I pray 
thee, curse me this people, for they afe too 
mighty for me ; peradventure I shall prevvil, 
that we may ssaake them, and that I nmy drive 
them out of the land ; for I wot that be whom 
thou blessest is blessed^ and he whom thou 
cursest is cursed.'* 

When Balaam heard the message, be surely 
might have been ready with an answer, thai 
God would not let His prophet curse His 
people ; but be was probably tempted by the 
presents and the honour paid him, and he bid 
the messengers stay all night at Pefchor, while 
he asked the Lord concerning this thing. 

But God spoke to Balaam, and said, " Thou 
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shalt not go with them ; thou shalt not curse 
the people, for they are blessed.*' Then the 
next morning Balaam bid the messengers de- 
part, saying, " Get you into your land, for the 
Lord refuseth to give me leave to go with you." 

Probably Balaam must have shown by his 
manner that he would have liked to go up into 
Moab, had not the Lord forbidden him to do 
so, — for the king did not seem to think he 
would really not come, but only that he wanted 
higher bribes to bring him^ So Balak sent 
again : this time tie sent more messengers, and 
very great and noble princes, with this mes- 
sage :*'^ Thus saith Balak the son of Zipper, 
Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee from 
coming unto me^ for I will promote thee unto 
very great honour, and I will do whatsoever 
thou sayest unto me ; come therefore I pray 
thee, curse me this people." 

We cannot wonder that Balak, who did not 
know or serve the Lord, should thus tempt 
Balaam to. set Him at defiance ; but Balaam 
knew the One Only God, and professed to 
serve Him. This he admitted in his answer to 
the princes of Moab. " If Balak would give 
me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot 
go beyond the word of the Lord my God, to 
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do less or more/* It would therefore have 
seemed the simple thing to bid the servants of 
Balak go away, and not try any more to tempt 
him to go against what Balaam already knew 
to be God's will. But the sin of avarice was 
tempting him. Balaam coveted that silver and 
gold ; and he determined to try again whether 
God would let him go, and asked the Moabite 
princes to remain a night in Pethor while he 
should ask the Lord. 

If men will not listen to God's Voice when 
He warns them and pleads with them, but per- 
sist in seeking their own way when they know 
it is not His way, He sometimes sees fit to 
withdraw His Loving restraints, and leaves 
them to their own blind folly. And woe in- 
deed is it to him who is thus allowed to go on 
in his course of sin, because he would not heed 
God's warnings. So it was with Balaam, the 
Lord saw that he was more bent on gaining 
the king of Moab's gold, than on serving his 
own Master ; and He gave a sort of permission 
for the journey, yet such an one as a man set 
to serve God would not have used ; for the 
Holy Spirit tells us that " God's anger was 
kindled because he went." 

However, Balaam set forth with the princes 
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ef Moab, riding upon his ass, two servants 
going witb him. Bot even yet God contended 
with His wilful servant, and sent an angel to 
stand in the way and hindar him. Balaam 
however was riding on, thinking more of his 
unholy gains than of God or His angels, and 
his eyes were blmded^ so that he did not see 
the holy Being who aiood in the way to prevent 
him from rushing to his own destruction. But 
what the wilful man could not see, hi& lowly 
beast of burden saw. The ass saw the angel 
of the LoBD witb a drawn Bword in his hand, 
and she turned aside out of the way, and went 
into a field. Then Balaam struck her, and 
made her go back. But the road lay between 
two vineyards, with a wall on either side ; and 
as the angel stood waiting tihtere, the ass pressed 
close to one side, and orusbed Balaam's foot 
against the wall. Then he struck her again, 
and they went on a little further. But the 
angel only moved a little way, and then stood 
in a narrow place, where there was no room to 
turn on either side, — and this time, when the 
ass beheld the angel, she fell down under Ba- 
laam. Now he became very angry, and began 
to beat her. Then GoD' rebuked Balaam's sin 
through this humble animal, and as S. Peter 
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tells us, '' the dumb ass speaking with man's 
voice forbade the madness of the prophet/' 
The ass by a miracle spoke, saying to her 
master, '' What have I done unto thee, that 
thou hast smitten me these three times f" 

Balaam was too angry, and too mutch lost in 
his es^erness to go after the silver and gold of 
Balak, to see that it must be the Lojrd Who 
was fighting with him, and thus . putting words 
into the mouth of a dumb animai. He an-* 
swered, '* Because thou hast mocked me: I 
would there were a sword in mine hand, for 
now would I kill thee !" Then the ass spoke 
again and asked if she had ever done so before ? 
And then the Loan opened. Balaam's eyes, and 
he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the 
way, with a drawn sword in bis hand. So 
then he was at length roused firom his earthly 
deadness, and bowed down his head, and iiell 
upon his face. Then the aogel spoke and 
said, '* Wherefore hast thou smdtjben thine ass 
these three times ? Behold I went out to wtth*^ 
stand thee, because thy way is perverse before 
me, and the ass saw me, and turned from me 
these three times : unless she had turned from 
me, surely now also 1 had slain thee, and saved 
her alive." 
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Balaam aDSwered, *^ I have sinned, for I knew 
not that thou stoodest in the way against me ; 
now therefore, if it displease thee, I will get 
me back again." It seems as if this was said 
without much real penitence or desire to please 
God, or surely Balaam would have turned at 
once, without waiting thus to ask again. And the 
Angel let him go forward, only warning him 
that he should speak nothing but what the 
Lord should tell him. So Balaam went on 
into Moab. 

Meantime Balak, who was impatient to be 
helped against his enemies, came to the border 
of the country to meet the prophet,' and at 
their meeting, the king reproached Balaam for 
not coming at first, saying, ''Did I not ear- 
nestly send unto thee to call thee ? wherefore 
camest thou not unto me ? am I not able in- 
deed to promote thee to honour ?" 

Balaam had the honesty to answer the king, 
saying, " Lo, I am come unto thee, but have I 
now any power at all to say anything? the 
word that God putteth in my mouth, that shall 
I speak.'' 

The next day Balak led Balaam up to the 
mountain top, where the Moabites worshipped 
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their god Baal, and where they had their graven 
images, their pillars and groves. From this 
height the children of Israel in their camp 
could be seen. Then Balaam caused seven 
altars to be prepared, and offered a bullock and 
a ram on every altar, and then, God having 
told him what to say, he turned to King Balak, 
and all the princes of Moab who were assembled 
round, and burst out with his appointed mes- 
sage. The Moabites stood by awed, while he 
spoke and said, " Balak the king of Moab hath 
brought me from Aram, out of the mountains 
of the east, saying. Come curse me Jacob, and 
come defy Israel. How shall I curse whom 
God hath not cursed? or how shall I defy, 
whom the Lord hath not defied ? For from 
the top of the rocks I see him, and from the 
bills I behold him ; lo ! the people shall dwell 
alone, and shall not be reckoned among the 
nations : who can count the dust of Jacob ? and 
the number of the fourth part of Israel ? Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his 1" 

This was not at all what Balak wanted, and 
be asked Balaam angrily, " What bast thou 
done unto me? I took thee, to curse mine 
enemies, and behold, thou hast blessed them 
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altogether !" But Balaam answered, '* Mast I 
not take heed to speak that which the Lord 
hath put into my mouth?" 

However, Balak wouki not give up the liope 
of having his enemies cursed, so he persuaded 
Balaam to go again with him to Pisgah, an* 
other of the Moabites' holy places : and there 
again they offered sacrifices upon seven altars. 
Balak eagerly inquired what the Lord had 
spoken, and once more he was disappointed in 
his hope. Balaam answered, saying, " Rise up, 
Balak, and hear, hearken unto me, thoii son of 
Zippor. God is not a man that He should lie, 
neither the son of man that He should repent : 
hath He said, and shall He not do it ? or hath 
He spoken, and shall He not make it good? 
Behold, I have received commandment to Uess, 
and He hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it 
He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neitlier 
hath He seen perverseness in Israel, — ^ihe 
Loan his God is with him, and the shout of a 
king is among them. God brought them out 
of Egypt, He hath, as it were, the strength of 
an unicorn. Surely there is no enchantment 
against Jacob, neither is there any divination 
against Israel ; according to this time it shell 
be said ol Jacob and Ismel, What hath God 
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wrought 1 Behold, the people shall rise up as 
a great lioOi and lift up himself as a young 
lion : he shall not lie down until he eat of the 
prey, and drink the blood of the shdn/' 

Now Bakk b^an to intreat Balaam to let 
the matter alone, and neither to bless nor to 
curse the people, but he was met with the same 
answer. ''Told I not tbee, saying, All that the 
Lord speaketh, that must I do ?" Nevertheless 
Balak would not give up the hope of seeing 
Israel cursed ; so in spite of these defeats he 
took Balaam up to the top of Peor, and this 
time God came directly to Balaam ; and while 
he was in a trance his eyes were op^ied, and, 
looking upon Israel, he poured out upon them 
a most precious blesang, saying, '' How goodly 
are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O 
Israel ! As the valleys are they spread fprth, as 
gardens by the river's side, as the trees of lign 
aloes which the Lokd hath planted, and as 
cedar trees beside the waters .... His seed 
shall be in many waters .... and his kingdom 
shall be exalted.. God brought him forth out 
of Egypt ; he hath as it were the strength of an 
unicorn : he shall eat up the nations his ene- 
mies, and shall break their bones, and. pierce ' 
them through with his arrows* He couched, 
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he lay down as a lion, and as a great lion : who 
shall stir him up ? Blessed is he that blesseth 
thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee." 

By this time Balak saw that he should gain 
nothing by Balaam, and he became very angry, 
smiting his hands together, and saying, "I 
called thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, 
thou hast altogether blessed them these three 
times ! Therefore now flee thou to thy place ; 
I thought to promote thee unto great honour ; 
but, lo, the Lord hath kept thee back from 
honour/' Balaam reminded Balak how he had 
said before coming that if Balak would give 
him his house full of silver and gold, he could 
not speak anything of himself ; and then before 
leaving Moab to return to Mesopotamia, God 
opened Balaam's eyes once more, and in a 
trance or vision made known to him that great 
Blessing which should come one day upon 
Israel, even the coming of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ. '' I shall see Him, but 
not now: I shall behold Him, but not nigh: 
there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a 

Sceptre shall rise out of Israel Out of 

Jacob shall come He that shall have dominion." 

Then Balaam further foretold what should 
happen to some of the people and countries 
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which were enemies to Israel, and then he rose 
up and went back to his own country. Not long 
after Balaam was slain with the sword among 
other heathens whom the Israelites conquered 
and put to death ; and the language in which 
the Holy Spirit speaks of him through the 
Apostles S. Peter, and S. Jude, is most awful, 
leading us to believe, that in spite of all the 
warnings he had from God, and although he had 
so clearly seen and confessed God to be the One 
only all-powerful God, Balaam did not truly 
repent, but died in his sins, and in the solemn 
language of Scripture, " went to his own place.'* 

Of Balaam, and such persons, who, after 
they have been shown how to serve God, per- 
sist in siti, and will not turn to Him, S. Peter 
says, " It had Been better for them not to have 
known the way of righteousness than after they 
have known it, to turn from the holy com- 
mandment delivered unto them/* We have 
known that "way of righteousness;" let us 
watch and pray that we do not wander out of 
it, and losing sight of God, be lost of Him. 

The time was coming when Moses' work 
would be ended ; and though he might not enter 
into the earthly Land of Promise, as a punish- 
ment for the human frailty which had displeased 
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his God, yet be would be permitted to enter 
into that better land, the heavenly Canaan. 

The people were gathered together on the 
iigyptian side of Jordan, and there Moses made 
ready to leave them under other guidance. *' I 
am an hundred and twenty years old this day," he 
said» speaking to his beloved people. *' I cim no 
more go out and come in : also the Lord hi^h 
said unto me, Thou shalt not go over this Jordan." 

But before leaving his children, the vene- 
rable leader repeated in their ears all the laws 
and commandments that God had sent to 
them through him, saying, '' Hear, O Issad, 
the Lord our God is one Lord ; bbA thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
might. And these words whi6h I command 
thee, this day, shall be in thine heart ; and thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, aad when thou walkest by the 
way^ and when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up ; And thou shalt bind them Cor a sign 
upon thine hand, and they shall be as, froatlets 
between thine eyes ; and thou shalt write tfaiem 
upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gi^es." 

Moses went over the history of the Isndites' 
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wandarings dnce tbey teft Egypt, to remind 
them of idl the mercies Gk)D had skown tbem ; 
aad then he told them that he had toset b^ 
ibm them a blessiog and a curse. A klessing 
if tbey would obey the commandments of their 
God, and a curse if they turned asiie from 
His ways. Then Moses caused the Levites to 
proclaim, with a very loud voice, the curse of 
OoD upon those who disobeyed His voice^ ending 
with, '^ Cursed be he that confirmetl not all 
the words of this law to do them/' And at 
each seafeence of the Law's curse, tie people 
were to answer, Amxn ; that is, we own that so 
it ss, and that these sins »re accursed of God. 

Then was poured out the rich and hl\ bless- 
ing of God upon His people, if they would 
keep His Law: ^' Blessed shalt thou be in the 
city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. 
Biassed shall be the fruit of thy body^ and the 
fruit of thy ground, aikd the fruit of thy cattle, 
the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy 
sheep. Blessed shall be thy basket and thy 
skme. Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest 
in, and when thou goest out. The Loan shall 
oa)tee t^ine enemies liiat rise up agaxn^ thee 
to be smitten before thy face : they shall come 
oat against tbee one way, and flee before thee 
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seven |6vays. The Lord shall command the 
bl^sint upon thee in thy storehouses, and in 
all thadthou settest thine hand unto ; • . . the 
Lord ^lall establish thee an holy people unto 
Himself as He hath sworn unto thee ; if thou 
shalt k^p the commandment of the Lord thy 
God, an^ walk in His waysi And all people of 
the eart)i shall see that thou art called by the 
Name o^ the Lord, and they shall be afraid of 
thee." 1 

Moreokrer, Moses bid the people to remem- 
ber this niessing and this curse hereafter, when 
they shoijld be scattered among other nations, 
and he e^ded, saying:' ''This commandment 
which I dbmmand thee this day, it is not hid- 
den from thee, neither is it far off. It is not 
in heaven} that thou shouldest say. Who shall 
go up for tas to heaven, and bring it unto us, 
that we may hear it and do it ? Neither is it 
beyond th^ sea, that thou shouldest say, Who 
shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto 
us, that we may hear it and do it ? But the 
word is ve^ nigh unto thee, in thy mouth and 
in thy heart, that thou mayest do it. See . . . 
I call heaven and' earth to record this day 
against you, that I have set before you life 
and death, blessing and cursing: therefore 
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choose life, that both thou and thyiseed may^ 
live ; that thou mayest love the LoRD|thy God, 
and that thou mayest obey His voice, and that 
thou mayest cleave unto Him : for He is thy 
life, and the length of thy days : that thou 
mayest dwell in the land which the Lqrd sware 
unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob, to give them." 



THE DEATH OF MOSES. 

The Lord was not going to leave His chosen 
people without a leader when He took Moses 
from them. He desired Moses to put Joshua 
in his place to lead and govern the people. 
'' Joshua shall go over before thee, as the 
Lord hath said. . . Be strong and of a good 
courage, fear not nor be afraid ; for the Lord 
thy God, it is He that doth go with thee : He 
vdll not fail thee, nor forsake thee." Then 
Moses called Joshua, and in the sight of all the 
people he gave him the commission of God : 
'* Be strong and of a good courage, for thou 
must go with this people unto the land which 
the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to give 
them ; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. 
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And theiJLoRD, He it is that doth go before 
thee.; H|[ will be with thee. He will not fkil 
thee, neither forsake thee : fear not, neither be 
dismayed"' Then the Loan bade Moses take 
Joshua into the tabemade that He might give 
him a charge, and when they went there, the 
Lord appeared in the pillar of cloud, and He 
gave Joshua charge over the people, and pro- 
mised to be with him and lead him always. 

God also gave Moses a Song, which he was 
to teach the people, that it might be a witness 
against them when they grew careless and 
faithless, ind forgot their Lord. Hiis was the 
Song which Moses gave to the people : 

*' Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak ; 
and hear, O earth, the words of My mouth* My 
doctrine shall drop as the rain. My «^eech ^all 
distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the 
tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass. 

''Because I will publish the Name of the 
Lord : ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 

*' He is the Rock, Hia work is per£9(^ : for 
all His ways are judgment : a God of tifuth and 
without ink|ttity, Jnst and Bight is He. 

" They have comq)ted themselves, their spot 
is not the fspot of His doildren : they are a per- 
verse and orodced generation. 
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" Do ye thus requite the Lord/ O foolish 
peo{^e and unwise? is not He tly Father 
that hath bought thee? hath He no£ made 
thee, and established thee? Rememb^ the 
day^ of old, consider the years of naay gene- 
rations : ask thy father, and he will ahew thee ; 
thy eMers and they will tell thee. 

'' When the Most High divided to the nations 
their inheritaace, when He separated the sons of 
Adam, He set the bounds of the people accord- 
ing to the number of the children of Israel. 

** For the Lord's portion is His people ;. Ja- 
cob is the lot of His inheritance. 

" He found him in a desert land, and in the 
waste howling wilderness : He led him about, 
He instructed him, He kept him as the apple 
of His Eye. As an eagle stirreth up her nest, 
fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her 
wings, taketh them, beareth them 0B.her wings ; 
so the Lord alone did lead him, and there was 
BO strange god with him." 

The song goes on to remind the Children of 
Israel how tliey '' forsook God Who made 
them» and lightly esteemed the Rock of theiir 
Salvation, and forgot God that fonned thenu." 
AikI ii ends saying, '^ See now, that I,, even I, 
am He, and» them is no god with Afer. I kill 
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and I mali alive ; I wound, and I heal ; neither 
is thei'e aiy^ that can deliver out of My Hand. 
For I lift tp My Hand unto Heaven, and say, 
I live for dver. If 1 whet My glittering sword, 
and Mine pand take hold on judgment, I will 
render vejigeance to Mine enemies, arid will 

reward thdn that hate Me Rejoice, O 

ye nations|with His people : for He will avenge 
the blood ^f His servants, and will render ven- 
geance to ^is adversaries, and will be merciful 
unto His lind and to His people." 

That safcie day, the Lord spoke to Moses, 
and said td him, '^ Get thee up into this moun- 
tain Abariti, unto Mount Nebo, which is in the 
land of Mdab, that is over against Jericho, and 
behold the 3Land of Canaan, which I give unto 
the childrei of Israel for a possession, and die 
in the Moint whither thou goest up, and be 
gathered uflto thy people ; as Aaron thy bro- 
ther di^d in Mount Hor, and was gathered 
unto his people ; because ye trespassed against 
Me among the children of Israel at the waters 
of Meribah Kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin ; 
because ye ilnictified Me not in the midst of the 
children of Israel. Yet thou shalt see the land 
before thee, but thou shalt not go thither into 
the land which I give the children 0( Israel.*' 
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Then the venerable Leader, the Man of God, 
solemnly blessed the children of Israel before 
his death, saying, '* The Lord came from Sinai, 
and rose up from Seir unto them. He shined 
forth from Mount Paran, and He came with 
ten thousands of Saints, from His Right Hand 
went a fiery law for them. Yea, He loved the 
people, all His saints are in Thy Hand, and 
they sat down at Thy Feet." 

There was a special blessing for each tribe» 
and Moses ended with saying of all Israel, 
"There is none like unto thy God, Who rideth 
upon the heaven in thy help, and in His exceU 
lency on the sky. The Eternal God is thy Re- 
fuge, and underneath are the Everlasting Arms : 
and He shall thrust out the enemy from before 
thee; and shall say, Destroy them. Israel 
then shall dwell in safety alone : the fountain 
of Jacob shall be upon a land of coTn and wine, 
also his heavens shall drop down dew. Happy 
art thou, O Israel ; who is like unto thee, O 
people saved , by the Lord, the Shield of thy 
hejp,^nd Who is the sword of thy excellency ?'* 

If Aaron's going up into Mount Hor had 
been solemn, accompanied as he was by Moses 
and Eleazar, still more awful and solemn must 
have been that going up of Moses into the 
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mountain of Nebo. Alone, save that there 
went with him that Presence with Whom he 
had so many years been famiiiar, as with a 
-Friend) and Who saith, " Fear not, for I have 
redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name ; 
thou art Mine : when thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee ; and through the 
rivers^ they shali not overflow thee: when 
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not 
be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy 
One of Israel, thy Saviour/* 

We hardly venture to fancy to ourselves 
what the Man of God did or thought in that 
dread hour. Alone he went up into the moun- 
tain, and Holy Seriptuire tells us that the 
Lord showed him all the promised Land from 
thence. And then Moses died there according 
to the word of the Lord, '^and the Lord buried 
him,** but no living man; ever knew where it . 
had pleased Gop to cause the earthly remains 
of His faithful servant to await the Resurrection 
Day. 

Thus Moses entered into the rest that re- 
maineth for the people of God. 

V^ PfiUTBD BT XOfiSPH KABXSBS AXD C0.» A£pEB8aATS 8T. 




V 



